
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1990/RAJ AB 11, 1410 AH 


■ 2* PAGES ISO FILS 


Kashmir protesters shot in bac 


LONDON, Feb 6, (Agencies): Indian including a nine-year-old boy, were shot in the 


security forces who suppressed demonstra- 
tions by Muslim separatists in Jammu-Kash- 
mir slate last month searched for survivors to 
kill them, Amnesty International said yester- 
day. 

The London-based human ri ghts group, 
quoting witnesses' reports, said many vic tims, 


head or body and soine were shot from behind 
by members of the Central Reserve Police 
Force. 

“One person told the press he saw members 
of the security forces searching for survivors 
lying on the street in order to kill them," 
Amnesty said in a statement “He himself, left 


for dead, was thrown into a truck together 
with the bodies of an unspecified number of 
victims, but he and four or five others 
survived and he later received hospital treat- 
ment” 

Meanwhile, about 10;000 Indian students 
demonstrated along the India-Palristan bor- 
der and two bombs damaged property in 


a border dash between Indian troops and 
Pakistani Muslims. 

The Indian students, angered by yester- 
day’s reported border crossing into India by 
Pakistani supporters of Muslim separatists in 
Kashmir, stayed out of classes and held 
demonstrations in several towns along the 


border, shouting “Down with Pakistan,” the 
Press Trust of India reported. 

About 400 Pakistanis also demonstrated 
on the border of India's Jammu and Kashmir 
state today but did not attempt to cross, police 
said. 


tried to cross yesterday, prompting Indian 
troops to otoen fire. . _ A 

I ndia sarid its troops fired, wounding. 10 
people,. after the Pakistanis set crops ablaze 
on the Indian side. • 

Pakist an said one man was killed. A spok- 


They said tlw demonstrations were dose to- esman for Pakistan’s Azad (free) 
the spot where more than 4,000 Pakistanis . (Continue on Page 2) 



Cry for help 


A Romanian nine-month-old baby soon to die from 
Aids cries in a Bucharest hospital. A total of 367 out 
of 1 .025 babies recently tested for Aids were found to 
be positive with 60 per cent of them showing Aids 
symptoms. Doctors blame the alarmingly high 


figures on low hygiene in hospitals, re-used 
hypodermic needles and Aids transmission during 
blood transfusions. Condoms had also been ban- 
ned in Romania until the revolution. (Reuter wire- 
photo) (5m Pag* 6) 


Killer is Aoun forces 
bargain t ake Pbaye 

PARIS. Fchb, ( Reuter): The French Morgue overflowed 

nrwsivipcr Le 1-ieuro said lodav Iran 


chip in 
bargain 

PA RIS. Feb 6. ( Reuter): The French 
newspaper Le Figaro said today Iran 
had asked the United States for the 
release of a Lebanese political killer 
from a French jail as part of negotia- 
tions to free American hostages held 
in Lebanon. 

The daily, quoted Foreign Minis- 
try sources, said President George 
Bush had told French President 
Francois Mitterrand that Iranian 
negotiators had indicated the hos- 
tages could be freed if Anis Naccache 
was freed from his French prison. 

It said Naocachc'shfe sentence, for 
killing two people during a 19S0 
assassination attempt in Paris 
against former Iranian Prime Mini- 
ster Shapur Bakhriar. might be com- 
muted to 20 years, and that he could 
he freed as early as next year. 

" President Bush personally tele- 
phoned Francois Mitterrand to tell 
him of a development in the negotia- 
tions between Americans and Iran- 
ians to obtain the liberation of 
American hostages held by Hez- 
bollah in Lebanon," the paper said . 

■ Le Figaro also reported, Nacca- 
che will not be released from prison 
before next year despite the US 
request. 

Weather 


CLOUDS will increase gradually with 
tight to moderate northerly to north- 
easterly wind. 

Suite of sa' Moderate 
High water 7 30 am. It. JO pm 
Low water 4.43 am, 3.45 pm 
Sunrise: 6 35am 
SunsctS JO pm 

Maximum lempenium recorded: 

Kuwait: IT*C fc.**F 

Aftmadi: I5T 59"F 

FaiUmiirCSWF 

Minimum temperatures recorded: 

Kuwait 4*C 5d*F 

j k hm«ii:'rC4S*F 

FaiUkx: 8"C 46" F 

Maximum temperatures expected: 

Kuwait. 15*CWF 

Ahmatf; M'C 

FailaLa: 14 C5. {• 

Maximum humidity recorded: 
Kuwait: 94 per oeat 
Ahmadi: 74 per cent 
FaiUkd. 96 pet cent 


BEIRUT. Feb t», (Agencies): Gen- 
eral Michel Aoun's US - 1 rained army 
pushed rival militiamen out of a key 
suburb north of Beirut today and the 
largest Christian hospital said ns 
morgue has overflowed and decom- 
posing bodies will have to be buried 
in a mass grave. 

Police said 40 people were killed 
and 1 1 1 wounded in savage fighting, 
raising the overall loll to 340 killed 
and 1 .300 wounded as the showdown 
for control of Lebanon's Christian 
enclave entered its second week. 

Aoun's forces turned its artillery 
Are to a surrounded East Beirut garr- 
ison of the Lebanese Forces militia 
after militiamen retreated from the 
strategic suburbs of Dbaye. The 
militia, which said Dbaye was ruined 
by Aoun's “hysterical shelling." res- 
ponded with Are on Aoun- held areas. 

Western diplomats said the war for 
the Christian enclave could still rage 
for weeks. 

"The destruction is horrific. It is 
beyond description/' said a 
photographer in Dbaye. "I haven’t 
seen such destruction before. If you 
add the 15 years of (civil) war 
together, the devastation is the worst 

ever." 

Western diplomats described it as 
a pyrrhic victory for Aoun in his 
campaign to disband the LF. 

"The Lebanese Forces used Dbaye 
•u a rock on which the army smashed 
itself," one diplomat said. ' 

The diplomats said they were sur- 
prised by the quality of the LFs resis- 
tance and predicted the war which 
erupted seven days ago would con- 
tinue for several weeks. 

The LF. which has 10.000 men to 
Aoun's better-equipped (5,000. 
retained control of the Dbaye t unne l 
on the main coastal highway linking 
East Beirut to the northern section of 
the enclave around the port of Joun- 
leh. 

The photographer said Dbayc’s 
heavily cratered roads were strewn 
with, burned-out tanks and vehicles. 
Fires ragged out of control in the 
hulks of factories and apartment 
blocks. 

"It is a disaster area.” he said. 
“Whai 1 saw was catastrophic.'' 


Military sources said Aoun's men. 
fighting along narrow hillside roads, 
had captured heights above Dbaye 
which gave them a dear view of Joun- 
leh. held by the LF. 

Aoun’s artillery had been pound- 
ing LF barracks in Dbaye since Sun- 
day and be intensified the barrage 
early today to soften up the base for a 
ground offensive. 

Witnesses said the LF fought back 
and regained much territory before 
Aoun's Howitzers, having seized the 
high ground, turned the tide of battle 
once more. 

All Beirut rocked to the concus- 
sion of shell and rocket fire aimed at 
Dbaye and other areas of the Chris- 
tian east, particularly Ashrafiyeh. 

Aoun's troops also tightened their 
noose around a major LF stronghold 
in En Rummaneh in the heart of the 
capilaL 

President Elias Hiruwi. who has so 
far kept his troops out of the battle, 
hinted that be might change his 
attitude. 

"I ask for your support for any 
endeavour or step which I might And 
myself forced to take to end the 
tragedy of the Lebanese people/’ he 
said in a statement addressed to Wes- 
tern and Arab leaders. 

The leader of the Lebanese Forces. 
Samir Geagea. said the fighting was 
beyond imagination or reason. 

"What started as a war to elimin- 
ate the Lebanese Forces has become 
an opera hoc to amiDnhie the peo- 
ple." he said in a statement. 

Aoun's command said its troops 
"crushed the last pockets of resis- 
tance'* of Geagca’s militiamen in 
Dbaye from besieged strongholds in 
East Beirut. 

Geagea *s militia conceded the loss, 
saying its militiamen redeployed 
along the northern entrance of the 
300-metre (yard) Dog River tunnel, 
north of Dbaye. 

■ Secret servioe agents seeking to 
end a dispute between rival Lebanese 
factions on Friday entered the 
Lebanese embassy m Washington 
and gave control of tbc building to 
the representative of President Bin* 
Hirawi. the State Department said 
on Monday. 


ME peace 
bid derailed 

Cairo on trail of Israeli bus attackers 

CAIRO, Feb 6, (Agencies): Egypt confirmed today that a crucial meeting of foreign ministers of 
Egypt, the United States and Israel, which Cairo had hoped woald take place in Geneva next week, 
has been postponed, but emphasised the decision was not related to an attack on a bos near Cako that 
killed nine Israeli tourists mid worauled 17 people, state-nm Cairo ratio said. 

In Jeddah, Egypt's Foreign Minister Esmei Abdel-Meguid said the meeting has been 
postponed. 

The delay is “because the current situation requires more contacts and bilateral consultations that will 
take some time,” he said upon arrival today. 

* He did not say if the recent 



Business so 

10-page (13-22) 
Japan. . 


hl{KllK Arab Times today has brought outa 
it on eoonomy, trade, industry and banking in 


attack against the Israeli tourist 
bus in Egypt that left nine Israeli 
tourists dead scuttled the meet- 
ing that press reports said was 
scheduled for Sunday in Geneva. 

But be did say "the incident 
was aimed at obstructing the 
peace process in the Middle East 
towards which Egypt, America 
and Israel were working.” 

The meeting, the object o f ccra- 
sut Cations for months, was to 
prepare the way for the first-ever 
direct Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations. 

Abdel-Meguid said Saudi 
Arabia “hasamajorrolein peace 
in the region'’ and added that he 
was in constant contact with his 
Saudi counterpart. Prince Saud 
Al Faisal “posting him regularly 
with first-hand information 
about tbc peace process.” 

The Egyptian minister warned 
against the immigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel and denoun- 
ced the recent assassination of 
the three Sa udi diplomats in Ban- 
gkok. 

Jordan's King Hussein, who is 
closely allied with Egypt, called 
earlier in the day for an urgent 
Arab summit conference to dis- 
cuss the anticipated Soviet Jew- 
ish influx into Israel, widely con- 
demned through the Arab world 
as an impediment to a Palestin- 
ian settlement. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian police 
believe they are hot on the trail of 
Palestinian suspects m the killing 
of nine Israelis in a tourist bus 
ambush, security sources said 
today. 

“we found a Jordanian pass- 
port used by one Palestinian in 
the area where the Peugeot was 
found," one source said, refer- 
ring to the car used by the killers 
in Sunday's ambush. 

“We have his picture and hope 
to catch him very soon,*' the 
source said. 

Five of the Israelis killed in the 
attack died from grenade shrap- 
nel and three from bullet 
wounds, a preliminary autopsy 
report released today showed. 

A group called Islamic Jihad 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack, saying there should be no 
negotiations with Israel. 

The Egyptian security sources 
said the photograph of the susp- 
ect had been circulated to police 
throughout the country and 
officers were making a nation- 
wide check ofhotels, fiats, tourist 
companies and car hire firms. 

Police were trying to trace a 
second Palestinian, possibly a 
member oftheattack squad, who 
(Continued on Page 7) 

5 killed in blast 
in Indian cinema 

NEW DELHI, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
At least five people were killed 
and 36 hurt when a bomb blew 
off the roof of a cinema in north 
India today, PT1 said- 
PT1 did not give details of the 
blast, in the Haldwani town in 
Uttar Pradesh state. But it 
quoted police as saying that 
involvement of terrorists in the 
explosion could not be ruled out 



Tight restrictions: The Trade imd Industry on Tuesday 

Hump ed fight restrictions on the import of used cars, mainly a ban. on 
three-year-oklcara inchiaive the year of production. - ^-V : 

A decision signed by Minister Faisal Abdul Haassuj Al Khaled said 
exempt hum the ban will be: Classic models not kss than 12 year old 
including year of production. - . " 

■ Vehicles already shipped, or for which a letter of credit- bad .been 
opened prior to the nrimstry’s decision. • 

■ Heavy duty vehicles intended for coostruction projects. - - V ' ' 

■ Aral- cats, manufactured al least three years ago and purchased by 

owners whfle outside ti» country. (Kuna) 

* • *• - ‘ • 

Mandela relaxes teniK for release: Jaaed nationaBst Nel- 
son Mandela on Tuesday seemed to move bom confrontation with the 
government over terms tor his release, saying the lifting of emergency 
rule was not an absolute pre-condition. ■ 

“He will not hang on to the chain and tabks,” anti-aparthekl deric _ 
Allan Bdesak said ana a three-hour meeting with the African National . 
Congress (ANQ figurehead at Us prison bungalow. (Reuter) • -•* 
(lMPa«t4) 


rival political parties on Tuesday and trams were tided in to maintain 
order, police and hospital sources said. (AP) 

* • *' 

Gorbachev accosed: Soviet hard-fine* were officially nmortod ■; 
on Tuesday to have accused Kremlin leader Mikhail Goriadiev of i 
lading rheroimtry towards disorderandanarefay with hU^pnestroika” 
reform programme. (Rower) 



ftrarisfrr r rrwJhq-^. jrri tfc<? {mvateSCCtOT. bdOagC ..^. 

the lapse of three ytarsris on rts way out, according u>;press :’-i 
reports. •. 1 '•/"'.' 

Ortainly.the cancellation of the derision is a wisesfep. ahe^ 
intention of Ihe ministry in issuing the decision was-to'atpf* ~ 


because ofa handful of visa traders! \ '••C-'.: 

. What the decision did accomplish was iriichlled fqrharm_to/_ 


The father of world-renowned botanist Ruhama Berfmer is IJfted from his 
wheelchair by relatives during his daughter's funeral. (Reuter wirephoto) 


some companks ami (rther companies want to take them instead 
of going through the process of recruiting new labourers from’/, 
outside Kuwait. . ' - " i. .. . / . t':.'.'. 

We reiterate that the decision to rescind t he ban is certainly a , 
wise one — simply because the ban was illogical. 

. Zahed Matar 


Israel recruiting Asian manpower to replace striking Palestinians 


THE Israel Boycott Office, based in Damas- 
cus, discussed at a recent meeting IsraeTs 
recruitment of Asian manpower to coun- 
teract striking Arab labourers in the occupied 
territories. 

Kuwait's Director General of the Public 
Customs Department, Ibrahim Al Ghanim, 
said the Boycott Office had referred the issue 
to the Arab League Council as the issue is 
purely political and must be reviewed within 


this context. 

Israel has been recently recruiting man- 
power from Sri Lanka, India and the Philip- 
pines to replace the striking Arab workers. 

Ghanim said that the Israel Boycott Office 
cannot boycott thesec»uneries as they arc not 
companies and at present the office could only 
blacklist the ships and companies carrying 
such workers. However, he admitted, even if 


this action is resorted to, it will not be an 
adequate solution. . 

He recommended' that the only solution to 
stop the flow of Asian labourers to Israel is to 
apply pressure on fhe'Asian countries by the 
Arab League. 

The Organization of Islamic Conference; 
yesterday condemned the emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel and called for concerted 
Muslim action to halt it 
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Indians 

shell 

Lanka 

villages 

COLOMBO, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Indian soldiers fired mortars at 
two villages in Sri Lanka's north- 
ern Jaffna district injuring some 
civilians, a state-run newspaper 
said today. 

The Observer said the Indian 
force shelled Kokuvil and Kon- 
davil villages on Monday even- 
ing and civilians had to run under 
concrete roofs for shelter. 

‘‘Informed sources in Jaffna 
said the shellings were 
unprovoked and went on for 
almost an hour... some civilians 
suffered minor injuries,” the 
paper said. 

An Indian High Commission 
spokesman in Colombo said he 
was not aware of such incidents. 
Residents in Jaffna could not be 
contacted by telephone. 

Indian troops, sent to Sri 
Lanka in 1987 to quell a separat- 
ist revolt by the minority Tamil 
community, are withdrawing 
from Jaffna as pari of a phased ' 
pullout. 

India has said 23,000 soldiers 
still remaining in Jaffna and 
Trincomalee districts will be 
brought home by the end of 
March. 

An opposition party, led by 
the grandson of Sn Lanka's first 
prime minister, called today for 
the dissolution of the co uncil in 
the Tamil-dominated province, 
charging that some areas there 
had become battle grounds. 

“The districts of Batticaloa 
and Ampara in particular have 
become the battle ground of war- 
ring factions,” said the United 
Lanka People's Party in a 
statement. 

The party is headed by Ruk- 
man Senanayake, the grandson 
of Don Senanayake, who 
became Sri Lanka's first prime 
minister after independence 
from Britain on Feb 4, 1948. 
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Parties locked in battle for seats I™! 1 ?. 


Indian state poll scenario 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 

NEW DELHI, Feb 6;The Janata 
Dal afld the Bharatiya Janata 
Party were today making frantic 
last-minute efforts to reach some 
understanding on seat adjust- 
ments in two major states — 
Gujarat and Bihar — where 
assembly elections will be held 
later tins month along with sax 
other states and one union 
territory. 

With less that a day to go 
before the deadline for withdr- 
awal of nominations ends, the 
chances of an agreement 
appeared rather dim even as sen- 
ior leaders of both parties were 
engaged in hectic consultations 
in the capital. 

The efforts of the ruling 
National Front, of which the 
Janata Dal is the main con- 
stituent, and its allies have been 


to put up a united front against 
the Congress in the assembly poll 
as ha d been done in the general 
elections last November. The 
strategy had paid off in Novem- 
ber and the Front and the BJP are 
hoping it wouM do the trick 
again this rime in their effort to 
dislodge the Congress, which is 
at present ruling in all the states 
going to the polls. 

In Gujarat, the BJP had won 
12 seats and the Janata Dai 11 
out of a total of 26 seats in the 
Lok Sabha elections. On the 


BJP bad staked a daim to a 
majority of the 182 assembly 
seats at stake in the state. This 
was something the Janata Dal 
unit in the state, led by former 
chief minister Chimanbhai Paid, 
was un willin g to concede. 

In Gujarat, the main problem 
appears to be who will become 
chief minister if the non-Con- 


Pakistan blamed 

for border clash 

Call for restraint 


(Continued tram Page 1) 

region government said later 
three died and 17 were wounded. 

Local officials contacted by 
telephone in Sialkot, 155 miles 
(250 km) southeast of 
Islamabad, said Indian person- 
nel fired when a lone demon- 
strator dashed across the border 
in an attempt to rip down an 
Indian flag. 

Amnesty said it acknowleded 
that the Indian security forces 
faced a difficult situation in 
maintaining law and order and 
also that members of the security 
forces have been killed by armed 
Kashmiris. 

But Amnesty said its concern 
was heightened by the Indian 
government's Jan 25 ban on jour- 
nalists visiting the state. 

Security forces were reported 
to have lolled more than 60 peo- 
\ pie in the demonstrations since 
Jan 21, apparently opening fire 
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without first trying to use non- 
lethal methods of crowd con- 
trol,” Amnesty added. 

It called for an investigation 
into the killings and urged the 
governor of Jammu-Ka&hmir to 
order troops not to use lethal 
force on demonstrators unless 
"their own lives were at risk. 

The two bomba that exploded 
in and around Srinagar, the sum- 
mer capital of Jammu and Kash- 
mir state, damaged a building, 
destroyed a passenger bus and 
injured two people, police repor- 
ted 

The explosions, believed to be 
set off by pro-secession Muslim 
militants, came on the fifth con- 
secutive day of a weeklong gen- 
eral strike called by militants 
who want predominately 
Muslim Kashmir to secede from 
Hindu-dominated India, a move 
thatis supported by Muslim Pak- 
istan. 

Muslim extremists called the 
weeklong strike in Kashmir to 
coincide with ‘‘solidarity week" 
in neighbouring Pakistan, where 
widespread rallies and prayer 
meetings marked support for 
Muslims demanding secession of 
Kashmir. 

India's Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Aftab Seth, today 
blamed Pakistan, for the border 
clash. 

“We once again urge Pakistan 
to make every effort to cool the 
temperature and lower the 
rhetoric in order to prevent 
unprovoked incidents of the kind 
that occurred yesterday,” he 


said. 

'n Srinagar, most residents 
r Alined indoors and virtually 
au businesses were dosed today ] 
even though Indian authorities 
lifted a curfew for 13 hours. 
Banks and government offices 
opened and public transport was 
available for the first time in 
several days. 

The scene was virtually the 
same throughout the rest of the 
Kashmir valley where most 
businesses dosed in compliance 
with militant demands, witnesses 
said. 

In Kak Pura, 1 2 mSes (1 9 km) 
south of Srinagar, security forces 
peacefully dispersed about 200 
youths throwing stones at pass- 
ing cars which were on public 
roads in violation of the strike. 

The first. bomb of the day 
exploded at 6:45 am and partially 
damaged a building in a shop- 
ping complex in downtown Srin- 
agar, a police official said. Two 
bystanders were injured and 
taken to a hospital for treatment 
The second bombing incident 
occurred at 11 am when an 
undetermined number of 
masked gunmen stopped a pas- 
senger bus along a road near 
Buchpora, a few miles north of 
Srinagar, the official said. 

After ordering everyone off 
the bus and Into a nearby rice 
field, the gunmen bombed the 
vehicle, the police official said. 
No injuries were reported. 

More than 90 people have 
been killed since violence erupted 
in the region Jan 20, according to 
officials. Most of the victims 
were shot by security L.ces dur- 
ing demonstrations for indepen- 
dence for Kashmir. 

The president of Pakistani 
Kashmir said today that three 
people, including a boy of 12, 
killed on the border by Indian 
soldiers but be called on his peo- 
ple to react with restraint. 

Sardar Abdul Qayyuxn Khan 
said responsible people on both 
sides of the ceasefire line were 
trying to prevent an escalation of 
violence. 

“They (protesters) should 
show restraint and not take 
individual actions because this 
can lead to loss of life for noth- 
ing," he said. 

Qayyum had previously said 
he would be ready to lead amass 
crossing of the ceasefire line, but 
declared today the time was not 
yet right for action. 


gress parties emerge with a 
majority this time. Gumanbhai 
Patel is astrongcontender for the 
prized job, but the BJP is in no 
mood to accept him, partly 
because of the charges of corrup- 
tion that he drew during Ins 
earlier tenure as chief minister m 
the early seventies. 

The BJP is learnt to be willing 
to accept another former chief 
minister Babubhai Patel in case 
their own candidate for the chief 
ministership is not acceptable. 
Babubhai Patel Was chief mini , 
ster in mid -70s as head of the 
then Janata Party government, 
an ex p e rim ent that inspired the 
formation of the party at the 
national level after Indira Gan- 
dhi lifted the emergency in 1977. 

A spokesman for the BJP 
squarely blamed today the Jan- 
ata Dal for the breakdown m the 
seat adjustment talks and said 
some understanding could have 

Stay out: 
Manila 
rebels 
tell US 

MANILA, Feb 6, (Renter): Ptrifippine 
army rebels trying to overthrew 
President Corazon Aquno said today 
they were not eocenes of the United 
States mud told Washington to stay 
out of the comrtry's internal conflicts. 

TIk rebels, in a statement tircalalei 
hi militar y headquarters in Manila, 
also called oa the international coo>- 
unmty to wifofoaw their sapport to 
Ac Aquino government, raffing It 
iucaanjetent and corrupt. 

“Mrs Aquino will definitely not be 
able to finbh her term _ asfor our (fine 
frame, just wait and see. It a most 


Ruling in Bofors investigation . 

Court seeks Swiss help 


break ul 


NEW DELHI, Feb 6, (UPI): A court yesterday 
agreed to ask Swiss authorities to assist Indian inves- 
tigators seeking the identities of recipients of kick- 
backs allegedly paid by A.B. Bofors of Sweden in 
!986tosecurea $1.3 billion contran to sell artillery to 
New Delhi. 

Additional Sessions Judge R.C. Jain upheld 
arguments by the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) that the agency required Swiss government 
help to unmask the individuals controlling Swiss 
bank accounts into which the kickbacks were repor- 
tedly deposited. 

He instructed that the agency draft a “Vetter 
rogatory” seeking Swiss assistance and that the 
request be transmitted to “the competent judicial 
authorities” in Bern by the Foreign Ministry. 


Jain was required to approve the request under a 
special investigative treaty goveraingcnminal offen- 
ces that was signed by India and Switzerland last 

year. 

In approving the CBI request, however, Jain direc- 
ted that the governmemwould have to undertake not 
to use for any purposes other than the Bofors inves- 
tigation information gained from Swiss authorities. 

Five accounts bear the names of front companies 
reportedly used to shield the true beneficiaries of 
alleged kickbacks. The sixth was identified by a 
Swedish newspaper as belonging to Ajitabh Bach- 
chan. the brother of India's leading film star. 
Axnitabh Bachchan. The newspaper said funds from 
one of the other five accounts were transferred into 
Ajitabh Bachchan’s account. 


been arrived at if the Dal leaders 
had been more accommodative. 

The BJP is learnt to be 
prepared to whittle down its 
demand to 82 of the 182 seats, 
leaving the Dal with 100 seats. 


But Chimanbhai is unwilling to 
settle for anything less than 1 12, 
a number he believes would 
ensure his coming to power if the 
coalition wins enough seats. 

The BJP is learnt to have taken 


up the matter with Jana la Dal 
president and Prime Minister 
V J>. Singh, who has summoned 
Chimanbhai Patel for talks 
today. But there was no indica- 
tion of what the outcome was. 



quiet before the storm unleashes its 
ndl fary,” they declared. 

The warning was delivered a day 
after defence officials increased 
rewards for the raptor* of leaders of 
December’s foiled army revolt and 
urged troops to report to superiors any 
unusual activities by fe&ow soldiers. 

The rebels issued the statement in 
the name of the reform the armed 
forces movement and foe soldiers of 
Filipino people, two factions that 
nearly toppled Aqaino in foesixth and 
most serious coop attempt against her 
in her four years in office. 

The US air force helped repel the 
December revolt by launching 
intimidation lights over Manila after 
rebel pUnes bombed Aquino's 
pres i dential palace. ‘ 

“The US government win be~so!ely~ 
responsible for whatever action we 
might consider to take against them,” 
foe rebels sad. 

“For as long as they leave the 
FUpino akmc a s ettling their own 
internal problems, they are not our 
eoemy.lt wfll be US government* sown 
choosing if they want to be considered 
an ‘enemy’,” they aided. 

"(We) see no reason why we cannot 
continw to have ‘open ties with the US 
government as long as foe US govern- 
meat stops treating foe Philippines as 
if it hsti& its colony.” 

Was hin gton has t hr eat en ed to witb- 
draw hs aid to Manfla if army rebels 
succeed in overthrowing Aquino, who 
has called foe reb e ls foe PUEppbws' 
most serious threat to democracy. 

“We hare no mteatioo of naming 
the country for a long period of time. 
We arc bot a toll of transition,” the 
rebels said, referring to Aquino's 
charge that they phased to farntaO a 
mOitary dictatorship. 

Defence Secretary Fidel Rams 
yesterday aanonuerd a bounty of 
S800.M# for the captare of 27 ren- 


A fire-fighter tries to exting uish a burning government bus which was set onfire by an angry mob d uring a 
fresh wave of violence in Karachi. (Reuter wf rephoto) 


KARACHI, Feb 6, <ReirteflY 
Police and protesters fought a 
gunbaitle in the Pakistani port 
city of Karachi today and eight 
people were wounded, two of 
them policemen, witnesses said. 

Authorities called in troops as 
police gunfire and icar^gas failed £ ! 
to break up 3.000 protesters . 
besieging a police station in the 
business district of Arainbagh. - 
A protester slapped a senior; . 
police officer at the station., the 
witnesses said. 

The protesters accused the 
police of not speedily registering; 
a complaint claiming Prime Min- - 
ister Benazir Bhutto and other- 
leaders of her Pakistan People's 
Party were responsible for the. 
deaths of two people last night. 

The police said the two were 
killed by masked gunmen, taking 
the toll in ethnic violence in the 
southern province of Sind to 24 
in the past eight days. 

The protesters threw stones at 
shops and set two vehicles on fire, 
the witnesses said. Businessmen 
pulled down shutters and closed 
their shops. 

The P P P and a powerful ethnic 
party, the Mohajir National 
Movement, accused each other 
ofkid napping and torturing rival 
student activists in the past few 
days. 

The movement, which 
represents Muslim immigrants 
from India who dominate Kara- 
chi's population of more than 
seven million, has called for a 
general strike in thecily on Wed- 
nesday to protest against what it 
calls PPP excesses. 

Sind Chief Minister Qaim Aft, . 
Shah held an emergency cabinet' # 
meeting last night on foe situa- 
tion in Karachi, which has-been 
rocked frequently by efohicnQt' 
ingin foe past three years. 




Army deserter to return home: Arnold 

Kephart, who faced a court-martial for deserting the 
army 30 years ago in Germany, has been granted an 
army discharge and will be returning to his family. 
Kepiuut, 53, said he learned Monday the army" 
. .agreed tojrtjfcm. on; ;pf tijeservice with an “other 
...than honourable discharge ’ — 30 years after he-, 
deserted hispost in West .German y and fled bebindh 
. the Iron Curtain to escape punishment for wreckings' 
• track. 

“Now I’m a short-timer,” Kephart told the Omaha 
Worid-HeraM on Monday night in an interview from 
Lawton, Oklahoma. Kephart was taken to Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, after his arrest Jan 30 alEppley airfield. 
MPa arrested him before he left the airplane that had 
brought irimon the last legof a six-week journey from 
East Germany. (UPI) 

* • * 

Two die' in UK explosion: Two men have 
died and three others were injured Tuesday morning 
in an explosion at a house near Reading, Berkshire, 
near London. 

British police said the blast badly damaged the 
house, which is now on fire. Adjoining homes have 
beenevauated. 

It is not yet known what caused the blast, bntpohee 
said there was nothing suspicious about it. (Kuna) 

181 detained in UK last yean a total of 

181 people were detained in the UK last year under 
the prevention of terrorism act, according to the 
latest British Home Office figures. 

Of these, eight were charged under the act and a 


further 14 were detained under other legislation. 

The statistics showed that 163 people were 
detained in connection with terrorism in Northern 
Ireland, the remainder in connection with ‘inter- 
national terrorism." (Kuna) 

.. * * * 

Americans favour green landscape: a 

Z. "green "landsfcapc more important ;tg Americans 
than a strong greenback, a new survey shows. 

The poll, released on Monday by Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates and Opinion Dynamics 
Corp, found that 74 per cent ofthose surveyed would 
accept slower economic growth in order to Improve 
the environment, if they were forced to make a 
choice. 

However, 62 per cent of those polled felt that the 
country can improve environmental conditions with- 
out sacrificing economic growth. (Reuter) 

■ * * • 

Accused man threatened Jews: The man 

accused in Canada's first war crimes trial threatened 
todisembowd Jews who had valuables, a Hungarian 
witness said in a videotape shown on Monday. 

Marta Dauos of Budapest said Imre Fima was the 
Gendarme officer who suddenly appeared before 
detained Jews in Szeged, Hungary in 1944. “He 
threatened ra with being disembowelled if we did not 
torn over valuables." . 

Finta, 77, a former Gendarme captain and 
Toronto restaurant owner, has pleaded not guilty to 
eight charges, including robbery, kidnapping, man- 
slaughter and forcibly confining 8,617 people. 
(Reuter). . 


egade officers, led by cashiered 
Colonel Gregorio House a, who 
carried the highest price of lisle 


Americans becoming negative about Japan. 


uuffioo pesos (szn.oouy. 

■ Intelligence agents have arrested 
five suspected ooauaanist fa 

raids is a central Luzon provmce and 
Manfla, the military reported today. 

Col Ferdinand lapan , a Phffip- 
pme cons t abu la ry provincial comman- 
der, said foe fire were su s p e cted in the 
killings of at least 20 people. 


NEW YORK, Feb 6, (AP): Americans increasingly 
express negative views of Japan, fuelled in part by the 
Japanese purchase of US institutions such as Colombia 
Pictures and the end of the cold war, a news poll released 
today said. 

According to the New York Times, which conducted the 
poll with the broadcasting network CBS, the trend, not the 
raw numbers, has alarmed some political analysts. 


Sixty-seven per cent of the 1 ,557 Americans polled 
between Jan 13-15 still say they have generally friendly 


feelings towards Japan, according to the Times-CBS poll. 
But a quarter of Americans now say their feedings about 

Juneand 8 ptfOMtm 1985, ^po^sbOTred/T^ innreare 
comes after several years in which friendly opinion was 
essentially stable, the paper said. 

In foflow^up interviews after the poll, Americans made 
it dear that highly visible Japanese investments in the 
United States “are feeding an anxiety that Americans are 
losing control of their own country and culture.” 


■ % ■ l ■ \y v»> vl i i 
DHAKA, Feb 6, (Renter): fibster* 
shot dead four tribal rebels in south- 
ern Bangladesh yesterday a day after 
a powerful bomb allegedly planted 
by guerrillas killed a local council. 
chai rman, officials said. 

They said the rebels (tied in an 
hour-long exchange of fire in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts where the 
Shanti Bahini (peace force) have 
fought a 17-year-old insurgency in 
which at least 2,000 people have been 

At least 30 persons were injurt& 
and 23 detained in dashes between 
police and strikers in the early hours' 
of a half-day general strike in Dhaka 
today to protest the moving of “an. 
Islamic university. 

Eyewi tnesscs raid police and strik- 
ers fought a see-saw battiefor over an 
hour in the Mirpur area of the dty, 
causing injury to at least 30 people. 

Thousands of people were sttrab- 
ded today as students stopped traffic 
on a major high way linking Dhaka to 
northern Ban^a<iwih 
Police detained 23 pickets from 
Khflgaon and Mirpur areas. . 

The general strike called by the 
national committee to resist moving 
the Islamic university from Garipur 
to Kushtia nearly paralysed Dhaka 
and the adjoining Gazipur district. 

Educational institutions, shops 
and Commercial and ynt o rtarnmenl 
centres remained dosed. Motorvebi- 
cles remained offthe roads during the 
strike hours. A large number ofbicy- 
de rickshaws however were at work 
on the city streets. - 
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Bush cautions on 
global warming 


Plea for bargain 


^ WASHINGTON. Feb 6. (AP): 
President George Bush 
cautioned an international gath- 
ering of scientists yesterday 
against seeking solutions to 
global wanning that would bur- 
den major industries. 

He said a bargain must be 
struck between environmental 
protection and economic 
growth. 

In a speech one environmen- 
talist called a “gross disappoint- 
ment.*' Bush also said he would 
convene a meeting at the White 
House this spring of top environ- 
mentalists, economists and 
^ecologists to grapple with the 
issue. An exact dale was not 
given. 

He promised US support for 
“aggressive and thoughtful 
action," but sounded a note of 
caution against scientists and 
environmentalists who believe 
the warming of the earth's 
atmosphere is already serious 
enough to warrant severe anti- 
pollution controls. The White 
House contends that considera- 
ble scientific uncertainty remains 
about the threat. 

Global warming is the gradual 
increase in the earth's tem- 
perature due to buildup of heat- 
trapping gases emitted into the 
atmosphere by burning oil and 
gas. 

“Wherever possible we believe 
that market mechanism should 
l .*be applied and that our policies 
'must be consistent with econ- 
omic growth and free market 
principles in all countries." Bush 
said in his address before the 
intergovernmental panel on 
climate change, a United 
Nations-sponsored group open- 
ing a three-day meeting at Geor- 
getown University. 

Environmentalists from the 
United States and Europe were 
quick to criticise Bush for not 





Bush gestures during his speech. (Reuter wirephoto) 


making a clear commitment for 
immediate action aimed at dol- 
ing with global wanning. 

“It was a gross disappoint- 
ment. There was more talk in the 
speech about economics than 
about the environment," said 
Daniel Becker ofthe Sierra Club, 
an environmental group. 

Stewart Boyle of the Associa- 
tion for the Conservation of 
Energy in Great Britain said 
Bush's remarks demonstrated “a 
leadership crisis" at the White 
House on the global warming 
issue. 

“About the only thing we can 
say about it is he turned up" at 
the conference, be said. 

“There was no step forward in 
his speech," remarked Brooks 
Yeager ofthe National Audubon 
Society, another environmental 
group. 

Later, at the White House, 
presidential spokesman Marlin 


Fitzwater asserted that scientists 
disagree on the issue of global 
warming, and “the people who 
think this is a problem that needs 
to be solved today don't under- 
stand iL They’re wrong." 

During the campaign. Bush 
said he would convene a global 
conference on the environment 
in his first year in office on global 
warming and other environmen- 
tal problems, and that it was now 
time to act on these problems. 

“If that’s true, then he has 
changed his view. I don’t know if 
he said those words during the 
campaign, but if so, he's changed 
his mind," Fitzwater said. 

In a major speech on environ- 
mental policy on Aug 31, 1988, 
Bush said that "those who think 
we’re powerless to do anything 
about the ’greenhouse effect’ are 
forgetting about the ’White 
House effect’. As President, I 
intend to do something about it” 


Ozone Last reserve 

flight Tibet’s wilderness 

__ » • NEW YORK, Feb 6, (AP): A cold, windswept plain in Tibet populated 

jj [ / j I Q O T wi th scores o fbirds. plants and animals found nowhere else on earth has 

M I V—/ I N-/ V-/ L been proposed as the world’s largest nature reserve. 

* J Thf. Crinno Tana reserve. from fh« Tibetan words for "northern 


CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts, 
Feb 6, (AP): Scientists are build- 
ing a computer-controlled air- 
craft to fly through a hole in the 
ozone layer over the south pole 
and gather information about 
conditions there. Harvard 
University said yesterday. 

The unmanned craft will fly up 
to 85.000 feet(25,908 metres) 
above Antarctica, said professor 
James Anderson, who teaches 
atmospheric chemistry. 

Anderson said 60 per cent of 
the ozone laver of the south pole 
has been depleted. Some experts 
believe the protective layer has 
been damaged by Chloro- 
fluorocarbons from air con- 
ditioners. refrigerators, some 
aerosal sprays and other sources. 

Because ozone Mocks 
ultraviolet radiation, damage to 
the layer could lead to higher 
levels' of skin cancer, eye 
problems and damaged food 
crops, Anderson said. 
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Tibet’s wilderness 

NEW YORK, Feb6, (AP): A cold, windswept plain in Tibet populated 
wi th scores o fbirds, plants and animals found nowhere else on earth has 
been proposed as the world’s largest nature reserve. 

The Chang Tang reserve, from the Tibetan words for “northern 
plain," would encompass an area about 1 50,000 square miles (388,000 
square kilometres). The proposed territory covers one-sixth of the 
Tibet autonomous region and adjoining parts of the Chinese provinces 
of Qinghai and Xinjiang, said George Schaller, an American biologist 
who has explored the region and helped negotiate an agreement signed 
just days ago. 

“It's one of the last, almost unexplored places on the face of the 
earth,” said Schaller. of Wildlife Conservation International in New 
York. "It survives intact almost as it was 100 years ago" 

Schaller, one of the world's leading wildlife biologists, has done 
pioneering studies on gorillas, pandas, snow leopards and other endan- 
gered animals. 

He is one ofthe very few Westerners to have entered the ChangTang 
region. Few local people have been there, either. Despite its size, it has a 
human population of now more than several hundreds wandering 
herdsmen who live there for only a few months each year. 

When he returned from ChangTang in late January , he brought with 
him an agreement with the Tibetan Environmental Protection Agency 
that outlines the steps to be taken to establish the reserve. 

An area of 100,000 square miles (260,000 square kilometres) will be 
set aside in Tibet. The Tibetan EPA will co-ordinate the effort, with 
funds from Wildlife Conservation International and Tibetan and 
national agencies. Proposed additions in adjoining provinces would 
bring the size of the reserve to about 150,000 square miles (388,000 
square kilometres). 

"We want to, in the next few years, find out what's there and the areas 
of particular importance," Schaller said. He plans to return in July. The 
research will be conducted with the Tibet Institute of Plateau Biology. 

Memphis activist sues for libel 

N EW YORK. Feb 6. ( Reuter): A Memnhisactivist yesterday sued the Reverend 
Ralph Abernathy for libel, alleging be falsely implied in bis autobiography that 
she slept with Mack civil rights leader Dr Martin Luther King the night before be 
was slain id 1968. 

The suit, filed by AdjuaAbiNaaantaanbuo in Manhattan federal court, seeks 
at least $10 million in damages from Abernathy, his publisher Harper Row 
Publishers Inc and editor Daniel BaiL 

There was no immediate comment from the publishers or Abernathy, a dose 
aide to King in the civil rights movement. 

Naantaanbuu said that Abernathy's autobiography entitled “Andthe Walls 
Came Tumbling Down" caused readers “to believe that the plaintiff had 
engaged in adulterous behaviour and sexual relations with Eh Martin Luther 
King on the last night of his life." 


No paperback: hostages’ kin 

Appeal to Rushdie 



LONDON. Feb 6, (AP): Relatives of British hos- 


Salman Rushdie not to publish a paperback edition 
of “Hie Satanic Verses,” saying it would be “mis- 
conceived and irresponsible." 

“We believe the time has come to balance the 
principle of free speech against that of seif restraint, 
which is also necessary in a civilised society," the 
families said in a statement 
The statement was issued through the Archbi- 
shop of Canterbury, the most Rev. Robert Runde, 
and signed, by Frances and David Waite, wife and 
brotherof Rnnrie’s envoy Terry Waite, and by dose 
relatives of the three other missing Britons. 

The families said the book had caused “grave 
offence to Muslims throughout the world," and 
argued that free speech had been upheld by its huge 
sales in hardback. Many Muslims consider the book 


blasphemous. 

Rushdie, 42, a naturalised Briton who was bora 
into a Muslim family in India, has been under British 
police guard at an undisdosed location since Iran's 
Ayatollah Khomeini's cad last Feb 14 to MOslimsto 
kill him. The decree was not lifted when Khomeini 
diedinJune. 

“Gien the predictably grave damage likely to be 
caused, we believe that further publication on the 
grounds of upholding free .spee ch would be both 
misconceived and irresponsible," the families said. 

Viking Penguin, Rushdie’s publishers, reiterated 
last night that no decision has yet been made about 
the paperback. 

The relatives’ appeal came a day after.a London 
newspaper published a 7,000-word essay by Rush- 
die defending his book and saying he regretted the 
offence caused. 


VANCOUVER, Washington: A 7- 
pound (3^-ldlogrammc) baby boy . 
liras found in a paper bag in a 
hospital parking lot by a driver who . 
hadsteered around the sack. 

; **Riby Doe," 1 to 2 days old, was 
doing will Sunday at' southwest 
Washington Medical Centre. 

Vicky Morrow was taking her 
mother to the hospital for a checkup 
Saturday evening when she spotted 
tbebag. 

She said she avoided running it 
over because she thought it might 
contain glass or nails and damage 
her tyres. After she got out of the 
car. she said, she heard the baby 
cryfogTAP) ^ t 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Indiana: ' 


Reagan 
ordered 
to testify 
on video 


WASHINGTON, Fdb 6, (AP): A 
US judge has ordered former 
President Ronald Reagan to give 
a videotaped deposition for the 
Iran-Contra trial of Ids ODe-time 
national st onily ad viser. 

Reagan also was ordered yes- 
terday and to tm over 33 entries 
from Ms diary immediately to the 
former aide, John Poindexter. 

“Former President Reagan's 
te s tim o ny will be taken by way of a 
videotaped deposition" at “an 
appropriate place and a date" 
before the Feb 20 start of Poin- 
dexter's trial, said US district 
Judge Harold Greene. 

Poindexter worked for Reagan 
as chief of the national security 
coastal, where be was the boss of 
Oliver North, who was convicted 
for his part in a coverep of the 
secret sues or weapons to Iran and 
the subversion of funds to support 
Nicarag u a! r ebeb. 

Both be and Poindexter have 
maintained they were only follow- 
ing instructions from superiors in 
tbe White House. 

North is asking a federal 
appeals court to l ererse his con- 
victions on -mounds that Reagan 
should bare been called as a trial 
witness. 

In arguments today before the 
US draft court of appeals, Nor- 
th’s lawyers also were expected to 
assert that North’s prosecution 
was tainted by the former White 
Hoase aide’s immunised tes- 
timony to Congress. 

Reagan promptly invoked 
executive p r i v il e ge to avoid turn- 
ing portions of bis diaries over to 
Poindexter. “Former president 
Reagan hereby asserts Us dafan to 
tbe constitutionally protected 
privacy of his diaries," said 
Theodore Obon, one of Reagan’s 
attorneys. 

The administration of 
President George Bosh, who was 
vice-president throughout tbe- 
Iran-Contra affair, has until 
Friday to invoke executive 
privilege on the matter of 
videotaped testimony. 

In Los Angeles, Reagan Spok- 
esman Mark Weinberg refused 
comment on the order for a 
videotaped deposition, but said tbe 
forum: president was invoking 
executive privilege regarding the 
diary entries to give bis lawyers 
time to “evaluate tbe need" for 
them. 

Young in race for 
Georgia governor 

ATLANTA, Ga, Feb 6. (Reuter): 
Former Atlanta Mayor and United 
Nations Ambassador Andrew 
Young made formal yesterday his 
long-anticipated entry as a candidate 
in tbe race to become Georgia gover- 
nor and the first black elected chief 
executive of a deep south state. 

Young, who gained worldwide 
prominence as USambassador to the 
UN under former president Jimmy 
Carter, declared his candidacy for 
the democratic nomination for 
governor daring an evening stat- 
ewide television broadcast. 


Career Opportunity 

As a major national group specialised in the fast food 
business, the company is now embarking on an exciting 
expansion program. Employing over 500 people we are 
now seeking qualified candidates for the following post: 

Training Manager 

As Head of Training and Staff Development you wifi be 
expected to make an impact on company performance In 
a challenging environment- You will develop a corporate 
training strategy, implement training programs at every 
level and co-ordinate cioseiy with directors of 
departments. 

A proven successful record in training and development 
together with an analytical ability and communication 
skills are the fundamental qualifications for the 
appointment 

If you are interested in joining us at a key time in our 
development, please send your C.V. indicating how your 
experience and personal qualities wifi enhance your 
performance in this role. 

Pteas* send your C.V. to: 

□tractor Human Resources, 

P.O. Box 26671, Safat 13127, 

Kuwait. 


APPROB 


INTERNATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF 

PAKISTANI PROFESSIONALS St BUSINESSMEN 
KUWAIT CHAPTER 

Invites professionals and businessmen to join the 
Association. 

The Association is non-political in its character and 
aims to promote a forum through which 
professionals and businessmen may join hands to 
build a better and stronger Pakistan. For further 
details and a copy of the charter, please call; 


- Mr. BbedarRafaMN Arafat: 4S3*1»t 

■ Mr. MaMl Slddigah 471—30 

- Mr. Iqbal Latfi: 9495315 

■ Pr. MX Mf: 4131565 ■ 

- Mr. Awaar S— Mtafcs 391111 

- Mr.HuMMi:39SMM 

- Mr. MM Mrtt: 1414570 

- Mr.MMSattar«tanB:M31l15 

P.O. Box 2351, Salmiya, 22024 Salmiya Kuwait 
Teh 242531 5 - 2425316 Fax <000963 5323751 


Years to assess 

Lung implant 


SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, Feb 
6, (AP): Doctors at a hospital 
where the world's first implant of 
a lung assist device has taken 
place say it may be years before 
they can assess its potential.' 

Last week, a 16-year-old girl, 
became the first human recipient 
of the intravascular oxygenator, 
known as Ivox. The girl, whose 
name was not released, remained 
in critical condition at LDS Hos- 
pital early yesterday. 

Dr Alan Morris, director of 
pulmonary research, and Dr 
Terey Clemmer, director of 
critical-care medicine, said it 
may be months or even years 
before they can assess the 
medical significance of Ivox, 
which has received approval by 
the US Food and Drag Adminis- 
tration for up to 10 experimental 
im plan ts. 

Ivox is an inch-wide (2.5-cen- 


timetrerwide) bundle of plastic 
fibres that mimic tbe lung’s task 
for supplying, oxygen to the 
body. It was implanted during a 
two-hour operation Fridays 

It was unclear bow long doc- 
tors hope to keep the device in tbe 
patient. In September, guidelines 
approved by the FDA limited 
implants to seven days in people 
with acute respiratory failure 
who have little or no chance of 
survival. 

However, hospital spokesman 
Tim Madden said Sunday the 
seven days is considered to be a 
“rough guideline” by doctors. 

“It’s not hard and fast, alth- 
ough there is a. limi t they think 
they can use it for. and that is 
about a week." be said. 

Hospital officials • have 
released little information about 
the operation, or the patient’s 
status. 


BBC pips keep time 

LONDON, Feb 6, (AP): Tbe pips and peeps of BBC radio became a 
«hadc more precis e yesterday after tbe corporation moved its timekeep- 


ing operations from tbe countryside to its London head quarters. 

Not that radio listeners were likely to notice. Tbe difference is that 
inaccuracies will be only 1,000th of a second instead of five l.OOOths, the 
BBC said. 

BBC newscasts, recognisable worldwide by their hourly pip-pip- pip- 
pip-pip-peep, have been getting the rime from the Royal Greewich 
Observatory since 1924. 

But that service ended with yesterday 1 pm, (1300 GMT) rime signal, 
and the BBC’s, own equipment, installed m a basement at its London, 
headquarters, took over. 


will be linked April . 19 when a scarf 
once worn by AmtSi Eaifcvt 
rockets into space aboard tbe space 
Shattk Discovery, Pmdae 
University offidabsay., 

The scarf was presented Saturday 
to astronauts Jmy L. Rom and 
Donald E-WSfiaias, both alumni of 
Purdue, where Enrharrtrained for 
tbe 1937 around-the-worid flight 
during which sbe disappeared over 
the' P acific. . - 

Ross and Williams wOl take the 
scarf to tbe Jobnson Space Centre in 
Houston and give it to fellow 
astronaut and Purdue alumni Loren 
Shfticr, who will command the 
shuttle miss on. 

The square brown, gold and 
orange stDc scarf is part of a 
collection to Earhart memorabilia 
at Purdue, where she was a 
counsellor to female students from 
1935-37. (AP> . 

NEW YORK: Ten-year-old Sarah 
Liming went where no other 
journalist had gone before in 
obtaining an interview with Tom 
Gnhc on the set of “Duy of 
Thunder," his new movie about a 
race car driver. 

When she heard that Cruise was 
filmin g the movie near her family’s 
farm in Long Creek, North 
Carolina, the re po r t e r for Long . 
Creek elementary school’s News and 
Neighs wrote the actor seeking an 
interview, according to this week's ' 
People magazine. 

The star oT t ‘Bora on The Fourth ■ 

'of July,” “Ram Man" and < *T«p 
Guo” had turned down previous 
interview requests, but gave Sarah 
her first. Her only previous story, 
about “a really big snowflake,’' had 
not required an interview. 

During the five-minute interview, 
Crufra raid he firat became 
i nt ere sted in acting at age 7. (API 

COLUMBUS, Ohio: Paying only 
slight attention to your spouse's 
words may indicate a happy 
marriage, research suggests. 

Lam L. Stafford, an assistant 
professor of communication at 
Ohio State University, said her - 
study showed that strangers recall 
more of their co n ver sa tions than 
married couples.(AP) j 




Teens su 

Girls do 
it sooner 

ATLANTA, Feb 6; (AP Y. Tceo.- 

agegufein theDmtecf States seem 
to be having sexsooner, accord- 
ing to early reports from a federal 
survey of dulabbumgand sexual 
practices. -’.'v 

A 1988 survey of young women 

'15 to 19 found that 54 per amt 
h id intercourse at kast oncc. 
according toreseaichers with the _ 
National Centre for Health Stat- 
istics. That compares to 47 per 
cent in a similar survey in 1982. 

■ “A larger percentage of teen- 
agers (are) initialing sexual inter- 
course at younger ages than m 
1982,” the Ariaiua-based Centres 
for Disease Control said in its 
report this week, commenting on 
the NCHS research. 

“That's-' a. fair conclusion to 
draw from this,” said Dr William 
Pratt, chief of the NCHS* family 
growth, survey branch in Hyatt- 
svflle, Maryland. “We’re quite 
sure it's real” 

And while sexoal activity was 
somewhat more widespread . 
among -young black women than 
-their white counterparts, the 
increase from .1982 to 1988; 
apparently was fuelled by 
increased sexual activity among 
whites. 

-For example, among 15-year- i 
olds, 18 percent of whites bad sex 
inthei 982 survey, rising to 29 per 
cent in 1988; Pratt said. Among, 
blacks, the results actually feu ' 
slightly, from 28 per cent to 26. 
^Fbr 16-year-olds, the results 
rosbfroth 29 per cent to 32 among 
whites, while the percentage for 
blacks row from 42 to 46. ' : . 


LOS ANGELES: Jogging pofice .! 
officers horoed into fot finer “H«»y 
Days” star Scott Barfs goifclrt 
and chased down a teen-ager who . 
pulled a woman jogger into a park’s 
bushes and tried to rape her, 
authorities said. 

The pursuit ended Friday with. 
Lhearrcstofa 16-year-old 
noitlnid jp youth for investigation . 
of rape. The suspect was not 
identified because ofhis age. ■ ' 

; Three officers were running for; 


exercise at the Semttreda dw 
recreation area when they heaida . : 
woman scream and raw her emerge. 


woman scream and raw her emerge 
from some bushes. The 25-year-old 
woman told them a man fad polled 
her info tfabushraafa tried to rape 
her, said Sgt Joseph Brazas. 

As they ran past the Bribes faff ■ 
«ouna*Baio raw them and loaned , •, 
■ them hu golf oud^fAP) 
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SKIN & HAIR PROBLEMS AT 
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13th FEBRUARY.90. 







KUWAIT-] 




international 


Calderon 
pledges 
to fight 
poverty 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, Feb 6, 

(AP): President-elect Rafael 

Angel Calderon, fresh from an 
election victory, says he hopes to 
turn his win into “a triumph for 
all Costa Ricans." 

On May 8, Calderon will suc- 
ceed Oscar Arias, who won the 
1987 Nobel peace prize for 
developing and promoting the 
Central American peace plan. By 
law. Arias could not seek another 
four-year term. 

He attended mass on Monday, ' 
the day after the election, at the 
Roman Catholic Basilica de Los 
Angeles in Cartago, the colonial 
capital IS miles (24 kms) east of 
San Jose. 

"I asked God to help me give 
the people of Costa Rica what 
the people deserve: a better 
future," he told 3,000 supporters 
gathered in downtown San Jose 
later in the day. 

Calderon, 40-year-old foun- 
der of the Social Christian Party, 
repea ted c ampaign pledges to 
fight crime, poverty and poor 
housing, but got the biggest cheer 
when he asked for unity against 
drug trafficking and corruption. 

The festive crowd waved 
Costa Rican and red-and-blue 
Social Christian flags. People 
gave loud, good-natured jeers 
when a partisan of Carlos Man- 
uel Castillo, candidate of the 
incumbent National Liberation 
Party, waved a green-and-white 
party flag from a balcony. 

By Monday afternoon, the 
official count showed Calderon 
leading Castillo by 656.282 votes 
to 604,396, with about 90 per 
cent of precincts reporting. 

“Today, we have elected 
liberty and democracy to the 
p residency of Costa Rica," Cas- 
tillo said in a concession speech 
Sunday night 

■ Haiti: A key political alliance 
threatened Monday to pull out of 
Haiti's general elections unless 
the military government allowed 
the return of exiled leaders and 
the United Nations to observe 
the balloting. 

At a news conference, Marc 
Bazin, a leading presidential can- | 
■ didate and leader of the National 
Alliance for Democracy and 
Progress, also gave four other .. 
conditions to participate in this 
year's elections. 

They would be the first since 
the 1987 voting was cancelled 
followingamassacre at the polls. 

Newspaper projections 
showed Calderon's party win- 
ning 29 or 30 of the 57 national 
assembly seats, with National 
liberation taking 25 and minor 
parties the remainder. 

Calderon, who visited Pan- 
ama shortly after the Dec 20 US 
invasion, is a strong supporter of 
US policy in the region. 

The president-elect has 
expressed disappointment over 
US aid for Costa Rica, set at 
about $90 million for 1990 and 
due to fall about 30 per cent in 
1991. 
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Protest at treaty ceding New Zealand to Britain 
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Two children peer through barbed wire this week during an anti-apartheid protest 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


Luxembourg 
more careful 


BCCI affair 


■ Nicaragua Violence by 
rebels and threats forcing can- 
didates to withdraw from cam- 
paigning for elections on Feb 25 
pose serious obstacles to the 
democratic process in 
Nicaragua, says a UN report 
released Monday. 

The report by UN Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
said the UN observer mission in 
Nicaragua also expressed con- 
cerns over attempts by opposi- 
tion groups to discredit the 
nation’s electoral authority and 
the international observers 
themselves. 

The report said that during 
December and January there was 
“constant military activity, 
attributed to groups of the 
Nicaraguan resistance, which 
has taken a tragic toll of life and 
has undoubtedly hampered the 
electoral process." 

■ Penis Peru’s leading writer, i 
novelist Mario Vargas Llosa, 
leads the presidential race with 
over 50 par cent of popular sup- 
port — enough to win the 
presidency without a runoff — a 
private poll published Monday 
showed. 

The Peruvian Public Opinion 
Co. poll said the 53-year-old can- 
didate of the conservative 
Democratic Front enjoys the 
support of 52 per cent of the 
electorate. The finding was based 
on interviews taken in Lima and 
12 other major cities. The sample 
size and margin of error were not 

available. 


LUXEMBOURG, Feb 6, 
(Reuter): Luxembourg is walk- 
ing a fine line between preserving 
cherished banking secrecy laws 
and keeping out crooks after one 
of its banks was caught by a US 
Sting operation laundering 
Colombian drag money, bank- 
ers said. 

The scandal over money laun- 
dering by the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI) headquartered in Lux- 
embourg is an embarrassment to 
this small country, which relies 
heavily on banking as a source of 
_jprivate and government revenue, 
“it’s something we have to 
look at closely," said one senior 
Luxembourg official who has 
seen part of the proof compiled 
by the US authorities against 
BCCI. 

Two BCCI subsidiaries, 
including one in Luxembourg, 
and five bank officers were 
caught by US undercover agents 
laundering money Tor the 
Medellin drug cartel. BCCI 
pleaded guilty in a Florida court 
on Monday to money laundering 
charges and forfeited more than 
$15 million. The bank officers 
have gone on trial in Tampa, 
Florida. 

Bankers worry the BCCI affair 
could tarnish Luxembourg's 
reputation as a major European 
banking centre competing with 
better-known Switzerland for 
the discreet customer. 

Luxembourg depends on ban- 
king for 15 per cent of its gross 
domestic product (GDP), 20 per 
cent of government revenue, and 
banking is the main reason the 
Grand Duchy racks up a current 
account surplus. 

Critics, including some of its 
European Economic Commun- 
ity neighbours, allege that Lux- 


embourg's tight bank secrecy 
laws make it easy for dubious 
characters to stash money here. 

Luxembourg has responded 
by lifting the veil of bank secrecy 


when there is well-documented 
legal proof of wrongdoing and 
by passing a tough law a gains t 
money laundering. 

Butitis reluctant to go as far as 
some countries by, for example, . 
easing bank secrecy when there is 
only suspicion of criminal 
activity. 

Twice recently Luxembourg 
has acted on US Justice Depart- 
ment requests when shown proof 
of money laundering and given 
account names and numbers — it 
froze $39.4 million deposited by 
Colombian drug lord Gonzaio 
Rodriguez Gacha, and $3.5 
million held by a relative of 
deposed Panamanian strong- 
man Manuel Noriega- 
Last July, Luxembourg passed 
what experts say is one of the 
toughest anti-laundering laws in 
Europe, though it has yet to be 
tested in court. It not only makes 
l&underingacrimmaloffence but 
says bankers can be convicted if 
they look the other way. 

The country’s banking 
regulator, the Luxembourg 
Monetary Institute (IML), drew 
howls of protest when it issued 
draft regulations to implement 
the law which said that bankers 
must find out who has “econo- 
mic control” of an account 
Bankers association chairman 
Jean Krier said the rules have 
been a headache and another 
local banker questioned whether 
it is possible to find out who pulls 
the strings on all accounts. 

The IML has met bankers to 
discuss their concerns but will 
stick to the basic aim of the law 
which is to put the onus on bank- 
ers to screen their clients. 

"1 remain convinced that it 
must be possible to identify who 
the customer is," IML director 
Jean Guill said. Beyond this, 
Luxembourg officials say there is 
little reason to change. 

All banks have been instructed 
to set up internal systems to 
prevent laundering. 


Bank 
asked 
to pay 
$15 m 

TAMPA, Florida, Feb 6, 
(Rater): A major international 
bank was ordered to forfeit more 
than $15 ndBioa yesterday after 
pleading gritty to drug money 
laddering charges in a case with 
links to deposed Panamanian 
strongman Mannel Noriega and 
Colombian cocaine lords. 

A US judge also pot two tifr- 
isions of the Laxembo rng - hased 1 
Bank of Credit and' Commerce 
International on five years^rtlba- ’ 
tion for their role in a $32 million | 
laddering operation. 

The sentence imposed by the 
jndge was in Hoe with a plea bar- 
gai n deal that BCCI reached with 
US proseentors in mid-January to 
avoid facing a mmiMl trial in 
Tampa. ' 

Under the plea agreement, 
BCCI, the first major inter- 
national bank ever indicted on US 
money laundering charges, agreed 
to co-operate with prosecutors 
against individual defendants, 
indnding one man who once des- 
cribed himself as Noriega’s per- 
sonal banker. 

US district judge WUBam Hod- 
ges said during the sen t enc i n g 
bearing that be corid have fined 
BCCI up to $28 million but be 
chose instead to go along with the 
pleadeaL 

The $15 million BCCI was 
ordered to forfeit to the US gover- 
mnent “was three times heavier 
than any fine ever im p osed on any 
bank in the United States,” assis- 
tant US attorney Greg Keboe 


SA to give up 
classification 


Population Registration Act will be up for talks 


CAPE TOWN, Feb 6, (Agencies): South Africa today gave its clearest indication yet that it was willing to 
give up race classification, the foundation of apartheid. 

Constitutional Affairs Minis ter Gerrit Viljoen. the government’s chief negotiator, said the 1950 
Population Registration Act would be up for negotiation in proposed talks on a shared future for blacks and 
whites. 

The Act, which classifies everyone by race at birth, forms the basis of South Africa’ s 40-y ear-old system of 
legislated racial discrimination, known as apartheid: 

“It is accepted that the Population Registration Act will have to lapse together with the present 
constitution. It has been accepted that the prescriptive and racial ... definition of groups is not acceptable. 

- "But the state President has 


Sihanouk 
will live 
in own 


BEUTNG, Feb 6, (AP): Cam- 
bodia's Prince Norodom Sihan- 
ouk has said he would return to 
live in one of Cambodia's 
“liberated zones’' by the end of 
the month. 

“As a patriotic Cambodian, 
my duty is to return to my much- 
loved country to live there in the 
midst of my people." Sihanouk 
said in a statement released to the 
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Death squads blamed 

Rio killing wave 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Feb 6. (UPD: Most of the 47 people killed in a 
record weekend of violence were killed by ‘'death squads" allegedly hired 
by merchants fed up with delinquents not con trotted by police, officials 
said yesterday. 

Only one person was arrested in the wave of viokntcriznes, police said. 

"The level of insecurity has reached an intolerable grade," Rio De 
Janeiro Gov. Wellington Moreira Franco said. 

The series ofkiUings coincided with increased police efforts to combat 
a wave of violence that caused tourism to decline to its lowest level in 25 
years. 

An average of 400 persons are killed each month in Rio de Janeiro, 
police statistics show, fa the past three weeks gangs of armed thieves have 
assaulted at least six luxury hotels. 

But last weekend's violence was high even by Rio's standards, with at 
least 27 people lulled Saturday and 20 Sunday in shootings or stabbtogs 
across the city, police said. 

A police statement attributed most of the killings to "death squads." 
reportedly hired by merchants or businessmen to execute delinquents the 
authorities cannot control. 


Tire money had beat deposited 
into an escrow account after 
BCCI was indicted in October 
1988 and amounted to the profits 
It made from the money bumder- 
ing operation, proseentors said. 

Id the deal with prosecutors, 
two BCCI divisions plemled gritty 
to reduced charges while tile 
government agreed to seek no far- 
ther penalties against BCCL The 
bank is owned by a Middle Eas- 
tern consortium, has assets of $20 
bfllioa and operates offices in 72 
countries. 

Five former BCCI officers and 
one alleged Colombian money 
bumderer are now on trial oo char- 
ges they belonged to a global net- 
work that osed the bank to frame! 
drag proceeds from Cokmlria’a 
Medwfin cocaine carteL 


An employee of trie British embassy in Pretoria takes out a window 
pane on Feb 5u (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Florida prepares for Castro overthrow: Gov. Bob Mar- 
tinez appointed a 13-member commission on Monday to prepare 
Florida for the social and economic upheaval that would follow the 
departure of Cuban President Fidel Castro. 

The governor's commission on a free Cuba, made up of government 
agencies, private business and academic leaders and prominent Cuban 
exiles, will repdrt in June and every subsequent June aslong as Castro ism 
office, Martinez said: 

The governor acknowledged that he had no indication that Castro's 
departure was immin ent, bur said Florida would be remiss if it did not 
plan ahead. 

Meanwhile, UN Security Cou n cil m e m bers on Monday failed to reach 
agreement on whether to hold a meeting on Cuba's complaint that the 
US Coast Guard fired on a Cuban-chartered vessel in the Gulf ofMejrico 
last week. (Ageodes) 

• • • 

US wants elections in Panama: in a reversal ofrccemiy- 

en undated position, the State Department now wants Panamanian 
President Gimtenno Endara to hokf new elections to win the backing of 
redo nal leaders. 

The US has opposed new elections because it felt Endara and his vice- 
president were iWly elected May 7 — before the results were nuffifiod by 
then-tyrant Manuel Noriega. 

Endara faces no new elections until 1994. 

But now. State Department officials said, the US is starting to l y^ rt 
calls for new elections by Mexico, Venezuela, Peru, Columbia and 
Jamaica. Those calls until now were ignored. (Kuna) 

Judge denies plea on Noriega case: The trial judge m the 

drug trafficking case of ousted Panamanian leader Manuel Antonio 
Noncga on Monday denied a plea by a co-defendant Lt Col Lois dd <3d 
for release of bond. 

US district judge WQfiam ML Hoevder said the written order was not 
ready Monday afternoon "but Z have deckled to deny the motion on 
■ grounds of risk of flight and have notified Del Q<fs attorney and the 
government.’* 

The written order wifi be released Tuesday for the co-defendant 
prosecutors have called Noriega’s "right-hand man." 

"We are disappointed, but not surprised given the nature and mag- 
nitude of the case," said Del Ctd attorney Samud Burstyu- “We nm«- 
- away with valuable information during the bond hearings. We're pleased 
with what we learned about the strength of the go vernment ease 
“It’s still very early in the game." 

Burstyu said the handling of the bond hearings would give hhn 
additional grounds for appeal (AP) 


made it dear that you cannot 
scrap itat this stage because then 
the definition of certain building 
blocks of file present constitu- 
tion, which we accept will have to 
go, will then fall away," Viljoen 
said. 

“Instead of a constitution 
where groups are the structural 
element, we would also be 
prepared to consider alternative 
approaches where the provision 
of some kind of group security 
would be available to those who 
want h,” he said: 

Viljoen, a soft-spoken 
academic charged by President 
F.W. de Klerk with drawing up a 
blueprint for power sharing bet- 
ween South Africa's five milli on 
whites and the majority of 27 
million blacks, is aligned with the 
Progressive Flank in the cabinet. 

His assurance that race clas- 
sification, and therefore all apar- 
theid, could . be scrapped 
.appeared. , to. conflict with 

r cinflrlrx by armther minister yea- . . 

terday that residential segrega- 
tion would remain. 

-.Planning Minister Hemus 
Krid said at a news conference 
that the division of society into 
groups was and would 'remain 
the government’s policy. 

Group has become a 
euphemism for race in govern- . 
ment terminology. Senior 
officials acknowledge privately 
that group protection refers 
mainly to the maintenance of 
white exclusivity for those who 
want it 

Viljoen gave no details of the 
progress made so far in drawing 
recognised black leaders into 
talks with the white National 
Party government, which has 
been inpower since 1948. 

But he said talks on ending 
white domination would have to 
get under way and make sig- 
nificant progress before 1994, 
when the term of the current 
white-dominated parliament 


An assistant to Sihanouk's 
secretary, who identified himself 
only as Kim. said Sihanouk 
would live in a area "liberated" 
from Vietnam, but that an exact 
place had not yet been chosen. 

Vietnam, which invaded Cam- 
bodia in late 1978, said last fall 
that it had pulled out its last 
troops from Cambodia, but 
Sihanouk has charged that most a 
of Hanoi's, troops remain tit the 
country, . disguised . as Cam- . 
bodian soldiers. 

Sihanouk, who wasktogof 
Cambodia from 1941-35: and 
head of state from 1960-70-hilber 
which be was deposed and for- 
med a government-in-exile in 
Beijing, said he would “install 
myself definitely in a liberated 
zone in Cambodia" and "oocupy 
myself permanently with, (the) 
well-being’’ of his people. 

Two weeks ago, Sihanouk quit 


In a special briefing to foreign 
correspondents. Foreign Mini- 
ster Pik Botha appealed to the 
African National Congress 
(ANQ, which was legalised last 
week after a 30-year ban, to help 
Pretoria in getting rid ofremain- 
ing emergency laws. 

"I think it must be obvious 
that this government would wish 
to withdraw the last bit of the 
emergency situation as soon as 
possible," Botha said. 

“That part of the regulations 
still in existence we would wish to 
withdraw as soon as p ossible and 
I really wish the ANCand others 
would help us here," he added. 

Black leader Nelson Man dela 
will be freed from prison “very 
soon," but the date hasn’t been 
set yet, cabinet ministers said 
today. 

“The release ofMr Mandela . .. 

I is something that is to take place 
I very soon," said Vajoen. 


Te&ined TusTitle of president of 
-thecountry. . . 

■ Last week, Sihanouk Changed 

the name, flag and anthem of the 
resistance coalition, wirichijolds 
Cambodia’s seat in the United 
Nations and is recognised as the 
lqptimate government by most 
nations outside the Soviet- Viet- , 
nambloc. £ 

Sihanouk said in his statement 
yesterday that he would move by 
the end of the month, following 
brief, private visits to Thaflflnd 
and Singapore. 

■ A six-member Australian 
team met senior Cambodi&n 
officials today to flesh out 
proposals to end 20 yeareof figh- 
ting in the country with a United 
Nations-monitored ceasefire 
followed by elections. 

Fighting 
in Seoul 

SEOUL, Feb (5, (Reuter): Hundreds 
of South Korean students, denounc- 
ing the merger of President RofaTac- 
Woo’s party with two opposition 
groups, fought a running battle with 
riot police in Seoul streets today. 

The students, from Chungang 
University, wielded iron bars and 
hurled petrol bombs at riot police . 
trying to stop them from marChmg to 
the cuy centre, witnesses, said.-- - 

Pobce fired volley after volley of 
tear-gas canisters to disperse the 
masked protesters. .. > • 

Roh and opposition leaders Kim 
Yoqn g-Sam and Xim Joug-Pil 
agreed last month to tnerge that par- 
ties by mid-February to give the rial- . 
mg party more than tbe two-thirds 
parliamentary majority needed for 
any constitutional changes. _ 

Rob's Democratic Justice-Party 
nowcontrolsonlyl 27 of the 299 seats 
m the National Assembly,-.’ r - V ~ ■ 

Local news reports said there were 
similar protests ai seven other Setvnl 
[ universities today. * 


He is such a womaniser, says Menem wife 


BUENOS Al RES. Feb 6. (Reuter): High-living Argentine 
President Carlos Menem's popularity is not only suffering 
in public opinion poH$ — wife has complained that he is 
"such a womaniser." 

Plagued by hyperinflation, labour protests, taps on bis 
telephones and hecklers within his own Peronist Party, 
Menem has seen his popularity steadily slide to 34 per cent 
last month from 80 per eent in September. 

Menem, who has never denied be has a passion for fast 
ears and beautiful women, has now been chastised for his 
rakish ways by his wife. 

“I don't want to speak ill of Caries, but if! have to be 
sincere, 1 must say that what most bothers me ofhim is that 
be is such a womaniser," 2utema Yoma said in an 


interview published yesterday. 

Yoma. 47. moved out of the official presidential 
residence in the northern suburbs last week after a spying 
system was discovered in its switchboard and in several of 
Menem’s offices. 

“ When l was young! never thought Td lead the life I’ve 
lived.. J imagined a normal marriage where my husband 
looked after me and my children, but it has not been that 
way." she told the Sur newspaper. "I don't enjoy being the 
first lady.” 

The Menems have one son and one daughter. Their 
familie s arranged their wedding in 1966. They were 
separated during most of the past decade but reunited^ 
shortly before the Pcronisi presidential primaries in 1988. 



Many hopes ride on Mandel a, Thatcher sends message I 

Maggie, Jackson clash on sanction 


Jackson: disagreement 


LONDON, Fcb6,(AP): US black civfl rights 
leader Jesse Jacksonand Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher yesterday argued about sanc- 
tions against South Africa and ended a 90- 
minuie meeting in disagreement. 

But they posed stmlmg for pictures. And 

Thatcher gave Jackson — who is on his way to 
South Africa — a message for Nelson Man- 
dela saying that many hopes ride on him, said 
a spokesman at her 10 Downing Street 
residence. 

“We agreed to disagree,” Jackson told 
reporters, referring to Thatcher’s opposition 
to sanctions. But he added. “I feel we have a 
better fed for each other.” 

Jackson said Thatcher believed that South 
African President F.W. de Klerk was commit- 
ted to the reforms announced Friday. They 
included legalising the African National Con- 
gress guerrilla movement and pr omising foe 


speedy release of black leader Mandela. 

"She happens to believe for the most part 
that the courageous steps taken by Dc Kierk 
will contnnie,’ r said Jackson. “w. j 

“I believe they will continue with ourselves to. remain: in 

encouragement, with stimulation to ao for- S?? 80 * *e bo ? 1 fJV 5 scarcb m our own way 

^a^uO.AfricaandaneweamtHon,” 

economic incentives if and when aparfoddis 

dismantled." ^ Earlier, at a news conference hosted by 

saidthe 5f UCher ’ s spoke ? nai1 

CS'XffS should end on the same day, and it oughttonbe 

report on his South African visit. . “Even DeKJerk did not make ending sane- 

. “Tta prime minister asked Mr faction to bSlS”^ 0 4Si ne ® >,ia ' ionS ^ 
give Mr Mandela anKssage,” said the British JacboTjfco LSiwLe South Africans. 


and on Wednesday will go to Soufo Africa for 
ra lira visitm a decade, having fceen refused a 

visa since 1979. 


“The prime minister asked Mr Jackson to 
give Mr Mandela a message," said the British 
spokesman, speaking on condition of anon- 
ymity. "Tell Mr Mandela how many hopes 
ride on him for the future of his country." 


Jackson flew to Zambia on Mondaynight, but evidenti^had 
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GENEVA, Feb 6, (UPI): The 
Philippines told the UN Com. 
missio n on Human Rights today 
thatil does all it can to protect its 
dozens but that Maoist rebels 
receive millions of dollars from 
leftist movements in the West 
“Our human rights machinery 
is elaborate but as in every 
human system there are lapses in 
the midst of dedicated official 
vigilance," Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus told 
the commisaoc's current animal 
session. 

“It is so easy to monitor our 
society because it is so free,” 
Manglapus said. “Our press is 
the freest in the world and free to 
report on every little incident 
whether amounting to a crime or 
not,** be said. 

When violations do cocur, 
Manglapus said, they are “mag- 
nified by activists of the violent 
left” 

“The rebellion of archaic 
Maoism in the Philippines is wilt- 
ing but rt survives partly because 
of financial infusions from sour- 
ces abroad, ironically from the 
democratic West,” he said 

“Here on this very continent 
(Europe), as in North America, 
there is a network of that violent 
left which has succeeded in rais- 
ing millions of dollars for remit- 
tance to Philippines Maoist 
rebels. 

“The money comes from those 
many time unwitting institutions 
which often go to the extent of 
resorting to theology in order to 
justify their neivete/' Manglapus 
said without naming any specific 
organisation or agencies. 

Manglapus charged that Wes- 
tern institution condemning 
apartheid in South Africa at the 
same time dismiss Manila's 
efforts to protect human rights. 

While “acclaiming the fall of 
leftist tyranny and the rebirth of 
democracy in Eastern Europe,” 
he said, such institutions “then 
■I j : finance the return of that same 
■ i.ini; : nnanny to an already reborn 
■• vUf Asian democracy.”. . 


Beijing media ignore possible Moscow chang es 

BEIJING, Feb 6, (Reuter): President Mikhail Gorbachev's talk of a spondent's office to ask why. 

possible multi-party system in the Soviet Union went unreported by Gorbachev’s speech to a key Communist Party meeting on Monday, 

'-mua sstaie^controUed media today but caused a stir among Chinese offering a blueprint for radical political change, did not feature in 
tuned to foreign radio stations. Chinese-language newspapers or on the main evening radio and 

Eager for news on changes in Soviet co mmunism, which Chinese say television news in Beijing the next day. 
could have a profound impact on their own country, people listened to 
the Voice Of America, the British Broadcasting Corporation and even 
Radio Moscow. 

When a BBC news bulletin went off the air for a few min utes because 
of its own technical problem, anxious listeners the corre- 


eaJly important for us," said a young worker. “If a i 
d is established in the Soviet Union then one day it 
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‘•This is really 
party system 

in China. 

“Gorbachev is a brave man. We had a Gorbachev too but he left," the 

worker said in a veiled reference 


Asia 

Watch 

blasts 

China 
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Malaysia to 
aid resettle 
boat people 

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6. (UPI): 
Malaysia said today it was willing to 
pay Vietnam to resettle boat people 
and defy international criticism by 
continuing talks with Hanoi on man- 
datory repatriatoin. 

"There was a hint (from Vietnam) 
for assistance from us and I gave 
them the impression we were 
prepared to consider this,** Foreign 
Ministry Secretary-General Ahmad 
Kamil Jaffar said. 

' Kamil said forced repa triation was 
discussed during the recent four-day 
meeting with both sides waxy of the 
views of some of the resettlement 
countries. 

“We both recognise that this 
(mandatory repatraition) is a 
problem that should be overcome on 
an international basis,” be said. 

At the Geneva conference on 
Indochinese refugees last June, a 
comprehensive plan of action was 
established which outlined 
procedures for voluntary repatria- 
tion. 


Tibetans angry 


A group of Tibetans shout anti-Chinese slogans during a protest in 
New Delhi this week. More than 200 Tibetans protest against continu- 
ing martial (aw in Tibet by Chinese government (Reuter wirephoto) 


China accused of 
rights violation 


GENEVA, Feb 6, (Kuna): 
Several non-governmental 
organisations yesterday high- 
lighted the violation of human 
rights in Tibet at the 46th session 
of the commission on h uman 
rights. 

The representative ofPax Chr- 
■ isti International said that Tibet 
had a long-history of indepen- 
dent statehood before its 
invasion by China in 1949 and 
therefore ‘indisputably* posses- 
ses the right to self-determina- 
tion. 

The delegate added that 
China's policies in Tibet, in par- 
ticular, the transfer of millions of 
Chinese settlers into that country 
in violation of the 4th Geneva 
Convention, threaten the cul- 
tural, religious, and national 
identity of the Tibetan people. 

He warned that human rights 
violations in occupied Tibet will 


persist and probably worsen 
unless the Tibetan people is per- 
mitted to exercise its most fun- 
damental right, that of self-deter- 
mination. 

Reports of detention, torture, 
and even killings of Tibetans 
continue to reach the outside 
world, according to Pax Christi 
International. 

Tsewang Topgyal, a Tibetan 
witness ana member of the Paris- 
based International Federation 
of Human Rights, told the UN 
body that China was exploiting 
his people and country for the 
sole benefit of China. 

‘ China claims to be develop- 
• Tibet,” Topgyal said, but 
‘as we watch convoys of 
trucks laden with minerals and 
timber drive away to China, it 
looks more like exploitation to 
us.” 


HONG KONG, Feb 6. (AP y. 
Despite lifting martial law, Chin- 
ese authorities persist in arresting 
peaceful dissenters and are carry- 
ing out new death sentences, the 
hmnan rights group Asia Watch 
charged in a report obtained 
today. 

The Washington-based group 
also criticised fee administration 
ofUS President George Bush for 
“kowtowing” to the Chinese in 
attempts to “patch things up with 
those responsible for the slaughter 
and arrests foDo wing the June 4 
crackdown.” 

Asia Watch said tens of 
thoosandsof dissenters are langui- 
shing in cramped jail ceQs where 
guards regularly torture them. It 
said all political detainees are den- 
ied access to a lawyer as they 
await trial and are interrogated. 

“China’s criminal justice sys- 
tem is among the most deeply 
flawed in the word,” the report 
said. “Indeed, it is essentially pre- 
modern.” 

Asia Watch also accused Chin- 
ese Authorities of harassing many 
of the 40,000 Chinese students 
now studying mtbe United States. 
It printed one letter from a Chin- 
ese student who claimed security 
forces went to his parents house in 
Henan province and demanded a 
recent letter be had sent them 
regarding the Jnne 4 crackdown. 

After an aB-mght i n terroga- 
tioo, his brother gave pottce the 
letter and poBce later inv e sti ga ted 
Us family and previous letters, 
Asia Watch said. 

The 8^-page report catalogues 
numerous political trials and 
executions occurring after the 
crackdown in Jnne, although it 
does not supply any new informa- 
tion as aO of its findings are based 
on Western press reports. 

■ China hopes South Africa sooo 
will free black leader Nelson 
Mandela and abolish the aparth- 
eid system of radical discrimina- 
tion entirely, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman raid today. 

The spokesman said China wel- 
comed recent comments by the 
South. African President that bans 
on tiie African National Congress 
would be lifted and Mandela, 
leader of the ANC, would be 
, released from prison, the official 
Xinhua news agency reported. 


to Zhao Ziyang. 

When Gorbachev made Ins 
historic visit to Beijing last May, 
thousands of people used the 
opportunity to take their 
demands for political change to 
the streets. 

The Soviet leader may be 
popular among the Chinese mas- 
ses, who are well aware of the 
changes he triggered in East 
Europe, but diplomats in Beijing 
believe the beleaguered Chinese 
leadership has given him the 
thumbs down. 

“This speech by Gorbachev 
could be the beginning of 
another ideological war.” com- 
mented a diplomat. 

In the early 1960s. the world's 
two communist giants fell apart 
in a bitter row over ideological 
and foreign-policy issues that led 
to clashes across their heavily 
militarised border. 

It was Gorbachev's visit to 
China last year that finally ended 
the rift and restored party-to- 
pariy relations a state that 
diplomats say could prove tobe 
short-lived. 

Premier Li Peng, a Soviet- 
trained engineer, is due to visit 
Moscow in the coming months, 
mostly likely in late April, accor- 
ding to Soviet sources. 

Diplomats said they expected 
the visit to go ahead despite the 
obvious and widening political 
differences. 

China was aware that if Gor- 
bachev survived then Beijing 
could not afford to be left out in 
the cold during a new era of US- 
Soviet detente, diplomats said. 

Tensions, however, surfaced 
last month when China's 
Foreign Ministry sharply 
rebuked the Soviet Union for 
sending aviation officials to 
nationalist Taiwan for talks on 
g air links. China, which 


Californian device to help hunger: 

Using an SS bicycle pump and spare pans, two 
California inventors have bail: a device to help save 
food and prevent hunger :c the Third World. 

Allen Dong and Roger Edberg. University of 
California researchers, developed a simple vacuum 
packer to preserve seeds and grams in under- 
developed countries. 

Vacuum packing prevents damage from insects 
and moisture, major problems in developing coun- 
tries. 

The scientists said thev wanted to donate the 
design to needs countries and were publicising their 
innovation to prevent anyone from patenting it. 

The vacuum packer consists of a cheap pump in 
winch the plunger is altered to reverse the flew of air . 

A hose connects the pump to a coflee can that acts as a 
vacuum chamber. (Reuter I 

• m • 

Plane crash kills 15 in Colombia: a 
s m a ll Gnmman twin-engine passenger plane crashed 
Monday biting if people, including employees of 
HocoL a subsidiary of Shell Oil Co., the civil aeron- 
autics board reported. 

All the victims were Colombians, the board said. 
The crash occurred near Ibagus. Si miles (130 km) 
west of Bogota. 

The Hebcol Airlines Flight KH-33 1 5 took off from 
Neiva, 155 miles (250 km) southwest of the capital, at 
9:05 am Monday, and was scheduled to arrive in 
Ibague at 9:30 am. authorities said. 

The aircraft reportedly hit bad weather near 
Ibague, the capital ofTolima state, and was sent to an 
alternate airport when it crashed in a rural area 
outside thecity. (UPI) 

Indicted for importing marijuana: 

Four men were indicted on Monday for conspiring to 
import and distribute tonnes of marijuana and hash- 
ish from Jamaica. Colombia. Morocco. Lebanon 
and Thailand, US prosecutors said. 

William Lamorte. Jacob Moritz, Fayez Barade. 
and Harry Suntla were named in a six-count indict- 
ment unsealed late on Friday in Manhattan Federal 
Court. Moritz. Barade and Sunila have not yet been 
arrested. 

Lamorte, who until recently lived in Connecticut 
was arrested in Rosetnont, California on Friday. In 
addition to the New York indictment, he also faces 
drug charges in the northern district of California. 
(Reuter) 

Garcia calls US aid to fight drugs: 

Peruvian President Alan Garcia said on Monday that 
US aid of S9 milli on a month to fight the drug trade 
was meagre compared to the enormous amount spent 
in US streets to buy cocaine. 

"The United States must provide enough help to 
fight the drug trade because while cocaine is sold for 
SI 00 billion in US streets. Washington offer* Peru 
only S9 milli on per month.” Garcia told reporters. 

“It's ridiculous," he said. “The Upper Huallaga 
valley is an enclave of US drug consumers and they 
are destroying our possibilities of food production id 
that area.'' (Reuter) 

m m m 

Taiwan police crack deaf-mute 

Taiwan police have smashed a gang of more 
people, all of whom are deaf or mute, suspected of 
involvement in a number of robberies and thefts, the 
official central news agency said yesterday. 

The gang included a Japanese and a black 
American, the agency said, but it only named three of 
the Chinese members. 

Police confiscated bank documents showing the 
gang had assets of some 2. 1 million Taiwan dollars 
(.583,500). 

Early last month, police cracked an illegal gam- 
. bhng ring made up of scores of deaf-mutes from all 
over Taiwan. (Reuter) 


aims Taiwan as its territory, 
insists its permission is needed 
first. 

Hong Kong newspapers have 
carried unconfirmed reports that 
senior Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping has predicted Gorba- 
chev’s downfall in a secret 
speech. 

Deng, 85, has made it clear 
that be will not tolerate Western- 
style multi-party politics. 

■ China's hardline Premier Li 
Peng sent unusually conciliatory 
signals to the United States on 
Monday, saying Beijing attached 
importance to friendship with 
the American people and to 
Sino-US relations. 

Li, a leading force behind the 
crackdown on democracy 
demonstrators in Tiananmen 
Square last June, made the 
remarks to visiting delegation of 
former US congressmen. 

■ Indonesia will normalise rela- 
tions with China this year, 
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali 
Alatas said in a statement trans- 
mitted by the official news 
agency Antara. 


Low turnout in Palau referendum threatens defence deal with US 


KOROR, Palau, Feb 6, (Reuter): The wes- 
tern Pacific islands of Palau voted in a 
referendum to decide their future today 
but low turnout threatened to torpedo a 
proposed deal giving the United States 
defence rights in tiie territory. 

Palau’s Election Commission chief 
Yoich Kohama said more than 3.000 of 
Palau's 11,000 voters appeared to have 
stayed home rather than vote on a 
proposed “compact of free association” 
with Washington. 


■ Under the compact, the United States 
would give aid totalling SI billion to the 
strategically placed island chain over 50 
years in return for defence rights and 
removal of an anti-nuclear clause in the 
.Palau constitution. 

The referendum is the seventh in seven 
years in the world’s last US-administered 
United Nations trust territory, which has a 
population of 14,000 spread over eight of 
Palau’s 200 islands. 

Six previous votes since 1983 failed to 


obtain the required 75 per cent majority 
needed to change the constitution. 

“I doubt that the compact can get 
approval because of the low turnout.” 
Kohama said in an interview. 

He said he expected past voting patterns 
to be maintained, with “no” votes obtain- 
ing the same percentage as before. 

People are just fed up with the whole 
thing. This is the seventh time already and 
from the way it looks, the turnout won't be 
high and may be lower than the last plebis- 
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Music station bans black rap group: 

The US black Rap Group public enemy has bom 
banned from Canada's all- music s tdeo station 
because the l\ ncs of its la tot record are considered 
ant i-scmitic. ’ 

John Martin, director of music programming for 
Muchmusic said on Monday. “wl rc not comforta- 
ble with promoting an act with the kind of anti- 
semitism this band promote-* Our position is that we 
choose not to play their music." t Reuter) 

Nation's worst oil spill: Joseph HazcluooJ 

was in a bar for seven hours, ordering glasses of 
vodka, the day before his tanker Exxon Valdez 
caused the nation's worst oil spill, and he left the 
bridge before a tricky pan of the voyage, a prosecutor 
said Monday. 

But a defence attorney for Hazelwood told jurors 
the skipper's judgement was never impaired, that he 
showed no signs of drunkenness and was "calm, cool 
and collected as a captain should be" throughout the 
night and day of the accident. I AP) 

• • • 

Archdiocese excommunicates priest: 

The archdiocese of Washington says Roman Cath- 
olics who belong to a dissident bljck priest's break- 
away African-American Catholic congregation face 
excommunication. 

The announcement Monday follows the Rev. 
George A. Stallings' public break from the church. 

“By his public declaration that he has separated 
himself from the church and by his renunciation of 
church teaching. Father Stallings has excommun- 
icated himself,” the archdiocese said in a statement 
by Vicar-General William Kane. (AP) 


US mSfl Cyclone heads to ocean 

facing 
death 


rite,” he said. 

Six thousand registered voters actually 
live in the islands, a paradise for divers 
1,650 km (1,000 miles) southeast of the 
Philippines. The rest are Palauans living in 
Guam. Saipan. Hawaii and on the US 
West Coast. 

In Guam, where nearly 2,000 Palauans 
live, only 600 voted, election officials said. 

But Ohama said the compact could still 
be approved if 75 per cent of the votes cast 
favoured it. 


KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6, 
(UPI): The first US citizen appre- 
hended under Malaysia's harsh 
drug laws, which carry a possible 
death sentence, was rejected in 
his request yesterday that he be 
given an early trial because he is 
suffering extreme depression. 

Kerry Wiley, 37, of 
Sacramento, California, was 
arrested last November for 
marijuana trafficking after 
police seized about one pound 
(474.5 grammes) of the illegal 
drug in a raid on his home in a 
residential district. 

Malaysia’s tough drug laws 
mandate the death penalty for 
anyone found guilty of drug traf- 
ficking, defined as possession of 
half an ounce (14g) or more of 
heroin or morphine, two pounds 
(900g) of opium or 0.4 pounds 
(200 grammes) of marijuana. 

Karpal Singh, Wiley's lawyer, 
claimed his client was suffering 
symptoms of extreme depression 
and asked the court to advance 
the date of his trial. 

Judge Shaik Daud Islail 
refused to grant Wiley preferen- 
tial treatment. 

“Though it is best for the 
court to hear a case a few months 
after an accused is charged, 
unfortunately the law overtakes 
us,” Shaik said. 


Ofa batters tiny isle 

SYDNEY. Fcb6.(Re utcr): Tropical cyclone Ofa pounded the island of Niuefor 
18 hours, devastating the tiny South Pacific state, before heading into open 
ocean today where it was slowly weakening. 

Staff at the Niue weather station said by radio no casualties were reported. 
In a telephone interview from the main town Alofi, constable Alan Makani 
said power and water supplies were cut by the storm. 

Niue’s only hotel, its hospital and the wharf area were wrecked, scores of 
bouses lost their roofs and many of the island's 2,500 people lost their homes. 

“It was much worse than our last cyclone in 1979,” Makani said. “But no one 
has been huit.” 


BUYERS 


A loading superstore chain based in Muscat, requires 
experienced & aggressive BUYERS with excellent track 
record for the following Product Groups: 

★ Fresh Produce : Fruits & Vegetables, Meat Dedcotessea 

Dairy & Frozen. 

★ Grocery : Dry Fiutts. Clearing Toiletry & Stationery. 

★ Non-Food : Clothing, Electrical, Household, Toys & Sports. 

Candidate must have talon part in structured training programme. He should 
be fully conversant with CBTTRAL BUYING and possess following attributes: 

Market : Sourcing continually lor tmprcwed euppINra. 

Negotiations : Proven capability tor obtaining best prices 

and quality for LOCAL & IMPORT. 

Computer Related : Working with MIS. 

Communication : Disposition to communicate with product 

groups ond senior management and familiarity 
with reporting product performance analysts. 

Applicants' preferred age Is mid-thirties. 

Candidates qualifying with the above attributes and having 
experience of about 1 0 years, may apply to: 

The Manager P&A 
P.O. Box 5636 
Ruwt, Muscat, 

Sultanate of Oman 

giving lull dmtaBa of ago, qualification, experience, salarlas drawn, passport 
particulars, along with reference. tafophona numbers and two meant passport 
aba photographs. 
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Stationery 

Shop 


1 


for sale 

in good running condition 
in Mohbooia near the 
Riqae Bridge (east side). 

Please contact tel. 
3925741, MD 
SHAJAHAN 




INAUGURATION 

PLAQUE 


of best specifications 
and materials. 
Brass, bronze, marble, 
zinc, etc. 

Cad today 
Tel. 2404296 

Fax. 2404297 


Career Opportunity 

Due to our expansion programme, vacancies 
exist for positions of: 

Restaurant Managers 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

* Minimum education: High School diploma 

* Good command of English language is a must 

* A leadership potential and decision-making skills. 
*23 -30 years of age. 

* Results oriented work ethic. 

* Career oriented. 

* Arabic nationality. 

* A driving licence is a plus. 

* Transferable residency. 

The job requires shiftwork duties. A competitive salary is 
offered with bonus scheme for achievers. Only those people 
Interested in developing their skills and advancing their 
position should apply. 

Please send your C.V. to: 

Director Human Resources, 

P.O. Box 26671, Safat 13327, 

Kuwait 
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KUWAIT ENGLISH SCHOOL 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL — NEW ENTRANTS 1990 

Applications are now being invited for a limited number 
of places in the Junior Department for September, 
1390. Entrance tests will he held on Thursday, 15th 
February or Thursday, 1st March, 1990. 

Application forms are available from the school in Salwa 
(Saturday - Wednesday 7.30 am - 2.30 pm and Thursdays 8 am 
12 noon). CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS TUESDAY, 27TH 
FEBRUARY, 1990. 

. For further details and appointment for test, please contact Junior Department 
V Secretary on telephone Nos. 565S21 6/565521 8/5625640. 


Abdulla Sayid Hashim 
Al-Gharabally Company 

and 

Gharabally International Co. W.LL 

ANNOUNCE 

shifting of their offices 
to 

Plot No. 84 
East Ahmadi. 

Our New Telephone Numbers are 

3986530 to 3986535 
(6 lines) 

Telefax: 3984484 
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Baker in Prague to bolster Czech democracy 


Czechoslovakia make the transition from revolu- 
tion to democracy. 

Baker, the first senior US official to visit Prague 
since the Communist Party lost power late last year, 
was due to meet President Vaclav Havel later and 
deliver a major speech tomorrow. 

A senior official on his plane said Baker would 
outline a US role in helping Czechoslovakia open its 
markets and would promise Washington's backing 
for Czechoslovak membership of international fin- 
ancial institutions. 


“He will focus on the major question facing 
Czechoslovakia — the process of moving from 
revolution to democracy,” the official said. 

Baker will continue from Prague to Moscow, 
where he is awaited for talks which could be the 
superpower's first substantive discussions in 
decades on German unification. 

The official confirmed what appeared to be an 
important evolution in the US position on German 
unification. 

He said Baker teamed favourably to an idea 
raised hy West German Foreign Minister Hans- 


Dietrich Genscher that a unified Germany should 
be part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
but that Nato troops should uot be deployed in 
former East German territory and that Soviet 
troops could even remain there. 

“Genscher’s proposal is a pretty good one. It is a 
way of maintaining the Nato structure and not 
having Nato forces further East ... this will help serve 
the future structure and maintain security,” the 
official said. 

The German question loomed large when Baker 
met French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas at 


dawn during a refuelling stop at Ireland's Shannon 
airport. 

It has gathered new urgency since Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev recognised the inevitability of 
the unification process last week. 

Baker will discuss unification with Gorbachev 
and Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
during his four-day visit to the Soviet Union begin- 
ning tomorrow. 

The official said the matter was urgent since there 
was an “extraordinary high probability” that East 
Ger man voters would massively endorse unification 
in elections on March 18. 


‘Sieg heir cry in Leipzig 


Fear of Nazi revival 


EAST BERLIN, Feb 6, 
(Reuter ): A spectre of Nazism 
has returned to haunt East Ger- 
mans as their crisis- torn state 
plunges towards a prospect of 
unity with West Germany. 

Hundreds of skinheads goose- 
stepped through Leipzig last 
night chanting ‘sieg bril'ina grim 
echo of the shouted allegiance 
paid to Hitler by his troops. 

Their Nazi-style display 
seemed guaranteed to send a 
shiver of alarm throu gh neigh- 
bouring states worried by the 
eventual emergence of a new 
superpower in the centre of 
Europe. 

They were greatly outnum- 
bered by over 100,000 peaceful 
demonstrators calling for Ger- 
man unity at the weekly Leipzig 
rally. 

The former hardline commun- 
ist state has embarked on an 
uncertain path towards 
democracy with free elections 
and a prospect of unification 
with capitalist West Germany. 

The skinheads' violent racist 
rampage was the last thing East 
Germany needed to add to its 
economic and political tunnotL 
“To hell with the Jews” they 
shouted as they smashed the win- 
dows of a cafe, injuring at least 
two people, and tried to burst 
into a hospital. 

But unlike the Nazi brown- 
shirt storm. troopers they were 
clearly copying. East Germany’s 
neo-fascists are small in number, 
disorganised and without public 
sympathy. 

“In a crisis, nationalist feelings 
will always come up but they are 
very slight” said Jewish com- 
munity leader Irene R tinge. 

East Germans are more 
worried how they are going to 
cope with the economic chaos 
widely predicted, whatever the 
pace of unification with their 
prosperous Western neighbours. 

“I am afraid," a placard held 
by a Wind girl in Leipzig read. “If 
we unite, unemployment will 
rise, everything will become 



Gorby’s sweeping 
changes attacked 


Crucial central committee meeting opens 

MOSCOW, Feb 6, (Agencies): Mikhail Gorbachev’s sweeping proposals to change Soviet politics and the 
Co mmunis t Party structure came under attack today at a pivotal central comini ttee meeting, participants 
said. 

Some speakers called for further radical proposals to deal with the nation's problems, sources said. But 
hard-line politburo member Yegor Ligachev called for a careful review of the Soviet President’s proposals, 
which would fundamentally alter the Soviet Union’s system of government. 

Gorbachev, party general secretary and president of the government, opened the two-day central 
committee meeting yesterday by proposing that the party abandon its guaranteed monopoly on power. 

The session has taken on crisis proportions because ofthe worsening Soviet economy and a rise in ethnic 
unrest throughout the country. 



East German Prime Minister Modrow (left), leader of Christian 
democrats Maiziere (centre) and mediator between parliament and 
round table Peter Moreth talk to each other during the parliament 
meeting in East Berlin. (Reuter wi rephoto) 


more expensive and 1 won't ever 
find a job.” 

Having accepted unity in prin- 
ciple, East German leaders fear 
Bonn wants to force the pace and 
impose a quick monetary union, 
so taking de facto control of the 
economy. 

Kart-Otto Poehl, head of the 
powerful West German central 
Bundesbank, is due to visit East 
Berlin to meet his East Ger man 
counterpart Horst Kaminsky as 
well as East German Economics 
Minister Christa LufL 

Economists say West German 
politicians impatient for unifica- 
tion may be underestimating the 
immense problems that 
premature monetary union 
would throw up. Poehl has called 
for realism in what has become 
an emotional debate. 

East Germany is desperate to 


find a way of stemming the daily 
flow of around 2,000 people 
emigrating to the West, many 
young skilled workers, who are 
bleeding the economy. 

It has already advanced its first 
free elections from May to 
March 18. On Monday Prime 
Minis ter Hans Modrow brought 
eight opposition figures into a 
new government of ‘national res- 
ponsibility’ intended to ensure 
stability. 

But the political manoeuvring 
is unlikely to stop the rot 
A junior minister told the 
round-table forum of govern- 
ment and opposition leaders that 
industrial production had slum- 
ped to 1985 levels and that the 
country risked falling apart 
Luft said the issue of monetary 
union was so important it should 
only be derided by a referendum. 


US trader launches campaign 

Buck for Gorby 

MEDFORD, Ore ? Feb 6, (Reuter): A US businessman appealed 
yesterday to Americans to support Soviet President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev by sending at least a dollar each to the KremHn leader. 

Robert Forrest a mortgage broker and president of a California gold 
mine, is distributing automobile bumper stickers which show a dove 
clutching dollar bills in its feet 
“Send a buck to Gorbachev,” they read. 

Forrest 53, said the current political struggle in the Soviet Union 
between reformers and conservatives could go either way. 

“If we could get an outpouring of support from all over the world, we 
might influence the outcome,” he said in a telephone interview. 

In his own letter to Gorbachev, Forrest said: “I want you to use that 
dollar to buy soap or bread or meat or millc or whatever it is that your 
people need that will help you succeed in your reforms.” 


Japan stars fade out 

TOKYO, Feb 6, (Reuter): Far from — - — — - 

the nag- waving crowds and loud- K I I a I a 
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InO piace TO live 

ofa bygone age of bitter feuds within • 


For two decades, tbe heating 
rivalry between former Prime Mini- 
sters TakeoFujuda and Kakuei Tan- 
aka provided the main drama in 
Japanese politics. 

Last month, when the government 
dissolved the Lower House to make 
way for Feb 18 elections. Fukuda 
and Tanaka relinquished their seats 
and left the stage together. 

So did Zenko Suzuki, a low-pro file 
premier who quit tbe post in 1982 in 
the vain hope of putting an end to the 
vicious in-fighting between the Fuk- 
uda and Tanaka (actions. 

Theirs was an era when govern- 
ment politicians struggled for power 
within the Liberal Democratic Party 
itself, rather than against a divided, 
ineffectual opposition. 

The LDP's decline since the 
Recruit shares-for-favours scandal 
and tbe introduction of a deeply 
unpopular sales tax last year has 
muted the vicious infighting, at least 
for a time. 

In the bad old days, one party 
faction would back an opposition 
no-confidence move against the 
leader of another faction, or pull out 
cabinet ministers from under a rival 
premier. 

Although the LDP is expected to 
squeak in with a simple majority in 
the new SI 2-member assembly, the 
party can 01 afford a resurgence of 
the internecine battles that erupted 
again and again in the past 20 years. 

With the rise in the early 1970s of 
Fukuda, an elite bureaucrat, and 
Tanaka, a self-made construction 
entrepreneur with little formal 
education, LDP factions became 
increasingly defined by allegiance to 
a particular boss rather than by prin- 
ciples or policies. 

Factional alliances were tbe only 
tning that really mattered in forming 
governments and bencc in Japanese 
political life, since the LDP had held 


Tokyo land prices soar 

OSAKA. Feb 6, (Reuter): Japaa’soppostionpaitimaxetrymgto exploit voters' 
dismay at sky-high property prices to end 34 years of rule by the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

The sleep rise u property prices, winch have doubled nationwide in the past 
three years, means that many Japanese can’t buy homes. 

“Spiralling land prices mean people can no longer afford to live in the Tokyo 
metropolitan area,” Koshiro Ishidi, bead of the number two opposition party 
Koma to.chargcd last week. 

Tokyo is not alone. Property prices in and around this western industrial city 
rose at tbe fastest rate in the nation last year, soaring nearly 70 pen cent. 

"I want to buy an apartment, but to get one Td be comfortable with I'd have to 
spend about 80 million yen (S55G.000), and I can’t afford to borrow enough,” 
said Satoshi Tanaka, 36. an employee at giant trading firm Mitsui. 

The trouble is that then are too many people with too much money Irving on 
too little land. 

Real estate speculation in and around Osaka has been encouraged farther by 
booming construction spending on everything from a new airport to scores of 
roads and bridges. 



It follows the sweeping chan- 
ges across East Europe that have 
radically altered formerly orth- 
odox socialist governments 
allied with the Soviet Union. 

Some speakers today criticised 
the platform proposed by Gor- 1 
bacbev, saying it was “based on 
old dogmas,” said Alexander 
Fomin, a coal miner attending 
the meeting as a guest. He said 
they wanted further reforms. 

“There were not enough 
radical proposals to solve the 
party’s problems” Fomin sum- 
marised the critical speakers as 
saying today. 

A participant, Gen. Igor 
Kurenoi, said Ligachev called in 
a sp ee c h for careful review of 
Gorbachev's proposals, which if 
adopted by the committee and a 
special party congress scheduled 
later this year would further shift 
the nation's power base from the 
party to the government Liga- 
chev criticised the leadership’s 
policies but did not propose solu- 
tions, Fomin said. 

Ligachev, considered an 
opponent of Gorbachev’s efforts 
to reform Soviet -society, last 
week came \mder attack m a new- 
spaper for- his -conservative 
views. 

Gorbachev made his latest 
proposal yesterday, saying “man 
and his well-being are put in tbe 
centre of the party's policy from 
now on and forever. 

Soviet newspapers, radio and 
television gave prominent 
coverage to Gorbachev’s speech, 
in which he said the communists 
must compete with others for the 


An ethnic Albanian holds the Albanian flag and flashes a victory sign 
during a memorial ceremony in Yugoslavia. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Serbia: not to 


give up an 


No compromise over Kosovo 


Central committee members 


Three Kremlin guards goose-step in front of Lenin’s mausoleum 
yesterday during the changing ot guard ceremony. (Reuterwirephoto) 


Romania allays concern 

Democracy 


Land prices are a key issue in Osaka during campaigning foe nationwide 
parliamentary elections on Feb 18. The elections present the LDP with the 
toughest test of its years in power. 

Many political analysts expect tbe ruling party to retain control ofthe 512- 
seat lower house of Parliament, but sayit may need the bdp of conservative 
independent to do so. 

Opposition parties are blaming die property price boom on tbe LDP and its 
dose ties with tbe business world. 

The LDP is too dose a friend of the big corporations that are speculating in 
land,” said Masaya Makino. secretary of the Osaka branch of the Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP). 

Kazuo Kitagawa, a first-time Komeito candidate in Osaka’s fifth electoral 
district, where propoiy prices have doubled, agrees. 

“Tokyo capital is pouring into Osaka land,” he said. “Big companies are 
borrowing to invest in land as if it were stock. It’s a speculative bubble lhai could 
burst at any time.” 


BUCHAREST, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Romanian Prime Minister Petre 
Roman has sought to reassure 
the West that the ruling National 
Salvation Front (NSF) is firmly 
committed to democracy and 
free elections after four decades 
of hardline communism. 

The Front, which took power 
after the overthrow of dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu in December, 
regards itself not as a political 
party but as a non-ideological 
people’s movement, he said on 
Monday. 


Monday. 

Speaking 

journalists 


to invited foreign, 
sre, the prime mini- 


power uninterruptedly since 1 955. 

More money poured into 
individual factions, rather than 
directly into central LDP coffers, 

■ Bin Akao. a well-known activist 
in Japan’s rightist movement, died of 
heart fail ure today, a hospital official 
said. He was 91. 


Akao had commuted almost daily 
for 35 years to central Tokyo’s Ginza 
district, where he preached to the 
thousands of passing shoppers and 
office workers through a loud- 
speaker from atop a truck, painted 
with slogans such as “Japanese unite 
under the empe ro r.” 


ster tried to ally concern in the 
West that the NSF planned to 
return Romania to some kind of 
milder Communist dictatorship. 

“You have no grounds to put 
this suspicion on our democratic 
situation," he told a questioner. 
“We think that only elections are 
the cornerstone of participation 
in political power. 

“The fact that we accepted and 
even proposed the participation 


of the other parties — (shows) 
that we are finnly engaged on the 
democratic process.” 

On Thursday the NSF agreed 
to share power with, other 
political cto ups in a provisional 
council of national iinity to lead 
Romania to its first multi-party 
elections on May 20. 

“The Front has its legitimacy 
as an organism born of revolu- 
tion,” Roman said, referring to 
the NSF’s role in governing the 
country since Ceausescu's over- 
throw and execution. 

Roman, 45, an urbane figure 
in an open-necked shirt and red 
sweater, was adamant that the 
NSF was not a political party. 

Despite the communist back- 
ground under Ceausescu of 
many NSF leade r s, be said the 
Front was not a communist 
organisation. 

■ More than 200 merchant 
Romanian marine cadets laun- 
ched a hunger strike today to 
press their campaign to gain 
civilian status. 


platform fln d di ya iat the Lith- 
uanian Communist Party’s 
deration last December to break 
off from the national party. 

Participants in the meeting 
told the Associated Press they 
expected tbe committee to drop 
article 6 of the Soviet constitu- 
tion in 1977. I 

Unlike previous speeches, in 
which Gorbachev justified his 
reforms with quotes from Soviet 
founder Vladimir Lenin, be gave 
only a brief nod yesterday to 
Lexun’s legacy. 

Gorbachev said the platform 
dearly rejects “ideological dog- 
matism, outdated stereotypes in 
internal politics, and old views of 
the world revolutionary process, 
of world development in general 
— everything that kept the 
socialist countries in isolation 
from toe general flow of civilisa- 
tion-" 

The Communist Party, he 
said, “intends to struggle for the 
role ofraHng party, but strictly in 
the framework of he democratic 
process, rejecting any kind of 
legal or political advantage.” 

Gorbachev praised the armed 
force yesterday for displaying 
courage and limiting bloodshed 
since being deployed in Azer- 
baijan last month amid what be 
called a coup attempt by 
extremists. 

“The soldiers and officers of 
the army and the interior minis- 
try troops displayed great res- 
ponsibility before the people, 
courage and restraint,' thereby 
preventing an escalation of 
bloodshed,” be told a plenary 
meeting of the Communist Party 
Central Committee. 


BELGRADE, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Serbia, Yugoslavia’s largest 
republic, has vowed not tb 
surrender an inch of territory in 
its riot-tom province of Kosovb 
where 29 people have been killed 
in clashes between police and 
ethnic Albanians. 

“Serbia has had enough of 
treason and humiliation and win 
not agree to any compromise on 
the (Kosovo) issue,” Slobodan 
Milosevic, President of the Ser- 
bian republic, said yesterday in 
an addresa. tp; the republic^ 
leadership.. ... . 

Serbia was xeady tb send set- 
tlers into the province to ensure 
“not an inch of Serbian land mil 
be conquered,” Milosevic said in 
his toughest comment since riots 
erupted last month. 

The southern province of 
Kosovo, part of Serbia anld 
regarded by Serbs as a historic 
focal point of their civilisation, 
groups some 1.7 million ethnic 
Albanians, mostly Muslims, who 
outnumber the 200,000 Serbs 
and Montenegrins, mostly orth- 
odox Christians. ■ 

Kosovo’s Albanians, many of 
whom feel kinship with the peo- 
ple of neighbouring hard-line 
communist Albania, have called 
for the resignation of the pro- 
Serbian local government, free 
elections and release of political 
prisoners. 

Some of the ethnic Albanians 
have demanded that Kosovo oe 
given equal status with Serbja 
and named Yugoslavia’s seventh 
full republic. 

But Milosevic, a Serbian 
populist, has rejected any com- 
promise. 

“Every borne in Serbia is ready 
to move to Kosovo if the terror 


ists keep demonstrating in the 
hope of provoking bloodshed*" 
he said. 

More ominously he warned 
that Serbian vigilantes have 
volunteered “tb go to defendSer- 


bian women and children” but 
were being held bade in the belief 
that police could control the 
situation. 

Federal riot police armed with 
assault rifles, and backed by the 
army, fought 1 1 days of pitched 
battles over the past two weeks 
with ethnic Albanians, leaving 29 
dead and 120 injured. . 

The rioting subsided over the 
weekend but army tanks put on a 
daily show of strength, patrolling 
villages and country roads while 
riot polioe stake out the' major 
intersections and towns: 

The Kosovo crisis has also 
fuelled animosities between Ser- 
bia and the more westernised 
Yugoslav republics of Slovenia 
and Croatia in the north. The 
federal government has warned 
the nation's integrity is being, 
threatened by the Kosovo crisis. 

Both Slovenia and Croatia, 
which have been pushing hard 
for Yugoslavia to adopt the 
reforms sweeping other com- 
munist states in eastern Europe, 
have blasted Serbia for its tough 
crackdown in Kosovo. 

Slovenia, which broke with 
Yugoslavia’s central communist 
party on Sunday, went so far as 
to recall its 2.000 policemen serv- 
ing with thefederal force keeping 
order in Kosovo. 

But Milosevic hit back by 
accusing the northern republics 
of hypocrisy and being among 
those in the country who support 
“the terror in Kosovo and hit 
Serbia and Yugoslavia.” 

He showed no sign of wanting 
to compromise with the two nor- 
thern republics, both of which 
want Yugoslavia transformed 
into a confederation of equal 
states and staunchly oppose Ser- 
bia’s support for strong central- 
ised national control. 

Military helicopters and jets 
flewlowoverPristmain a contin- 
uing show of power aimed -at 
intimidating the ethnic Alban- 
ians. 


Slovak kills himself 

Anti-reformist official 


PRAGUE, Feb 6, (AP); A formed member of tbe Slovak Communist Party 
pobtboro who was recently ousted for his part in crushing Czechoslovakia's 
1968 reforms has oonmuttexi smewfe, the state news a am ey CTK «airf today. 

The body ofYifiam Salgovic, 70; was found by his wife yesterday hanging m 
the laundry room of his home m the Slovak capital Bratislava, CTK said. A 
preliminary investigation suggested no other person was involved and Salgovic 
committed suicide, it added. 

Salgovic was tbe first senior official involved in crushing the 1968 reform 
movement known to have committed suicide. He was removed from office 
during the peaceful November resolution that overturned Czechoslovakia's 
government. 

At least two police officers have killed themselves since November, and 
former Prague Co mmunist Party boss Antonin Kapek was hospitalised with 
severe injuries aftertryiofc to shoot himself last month. 

Salgovk. a longtime member of senior communist ranks, served as deputy 
mtenor minister during flic 1968 “Prague spring” reforms of Alexander Dub- 


pohucal life. Since the LDP had held said. He was9 1, under U^pcrer.” l even proposed toe participation statu s. I Central Committee. j ™ — rrague spring" reforms 

Lack of basic food prevents Romanian children from growing to normal 

VABRIT A Paihirm tt.u a Nicoleta was amonc a etoutj of more than ohnmlAla milt canfinK i—ann*vf “In ihalnrf R.u..m_ » 1 «- - t 1 , J , M. 


size 


V ARBIL A. Romania, Feb 6. (Reuter): Stan- 
ding in a mud-covered village street, Nicoleta, 
a chestnut-haired, green-eyed little girt is 
striving to bite into an orange as though it 
were an apple, giving it a curious look from 
time to time. 

“She is eight years old although she does 
not look more than four, but the lack of basic 
food has prevented her from growing to the 
normal size,” her mother said. 

“She has never seen oranges, so she does 
not know how to eat them,” she added, burst- 
ing into tears. 


Nicoleta was among a group of more than 
930 children from villages around Bucharest 
who gol the oranges as part of an aid package 
from the French humanitarian organisation 
Med coins Sans Frontieres (MSF). 

MSF collected 7,000 parcels of food, 
dothes. medicines and school books from 
Parisians and transported them to Romania 
with the help of the French post office, who 
loaned them 16 mail lorries. 

In Varbila, 60 km (37 miles) northeast of 
the capital, children in shabby clothes were 
fighting to get a precious pared containing 


chocolate, powdered milk, sardines, canned 
meat, instant soup and noodles. 

“They have been here since this morning, 
waiting, and they have not slept all night, 
excited by the news that the lorry was com- 
ing.” said headmaster Ion Matei. 

Nicole la’s mother said her three children 
were abnormally small for their age because 
of malnutrition. 

She said peasants, untike town-dwellers, 
were not even allowed to have meat rations 
under dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. who was 
overthrown and executed last December. 


“In the last five years, 1 have never bought a 
kilo of meat," Nicoleta’s mother said, clutch- 
ing a woolly jumper her daughter had got in 
her parcel 

‘ "There is no milk in the village because 
nobody could afford to feed a cow after the 
state took all the land from people in Ceauses- 
cu’s days,” one peasant said. 

“In a nearby village ttee is a cow, but what 
can vou do with one ill-fed cow for 300 
inhabitants?" asked Matei, shrugging his 
shoulders. 

Matei said that for those who were fortun- 


ate enough to get hold of a bottle of milk, the 
black market price was IS lei (25 cents at the 
unofficial rate), the equivalent of a peasant's 
wages for a 10-hour working day. 

Eggs are another delicacy as there ts no 
grain to feed hens. 

Those^ peasants who raised a few chickens 
had to give the state 200 eggs each year. This 
was sometimes impossible for in Romania's 
harsh winter hens rarely lay eggs. 

“If we did not fulfill the quota, the state 
agricultural co-operative would refuse to give 


us the gas bottles we were entitled to, so. we 
could not even cook a meagre potato soup for 
our children," a woman complained. 

In Varbila; life appears to have stopped 200 ■ 
years ago. Streets are un cobbled ana there is 
no sewage system. People have to take water 
from wells and there is ho doctor or 
pharamey. 

“The regional administration is totally- 
ftosjcal," Matei said. “Sick children' from 
Varbila are not allowed to go to the hospital in 
the nearby town ofUrlati,twokm.(onennJe) 
from here." . 
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TUNIS, Feb 6, (Agencies): The 
Arab League plans to send a 
delegation to the United States, 
Soviet Union and the European 
Economic Community to 
demand cuts in emigration by 
Soviet Jews to Israel, Arab 
diplomatic sources said. 

The 22-member League's 
committee on the Palestinian 
uprising agreed late Monday to 
form the delegation at the 
request of Yasser Arafat, chair- 
man of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, the sources said. 

Arafat asked that the delega- 
tion make an “immediate" trip 
to Moscow and press authorities 
for guarantees that Soviet Jews 
will not settle in the Israeli- 
occupied West Panic and Gaza 
Strip, the sources said. 

The Palestinian trader and 
League president Chedli Klibi 
chaired the three-hour closed- 
door meeting between ministers 
from Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, 

. Saudi Arabia, SyriaandTunisia. 

Monday's gathering marked 
the first time the committee, for- 
med to co-ordinate Arab 
strategy towards the uprising or 
“intifada” in the occupied 
territories, has met in more than 
a year. 

The League and the PLO have 
been engaged in a campaign to 
pressure Moscow to modify its 
emigration policy. Israeli 
officials estimate as many as 
300,000 Soviet Jews could arrive 
inlsrael over the next three years. 

The League and PLO fear 

Likud to 
meet on 
peace policy 

(Continued from Page 1) 

had been staying with the man 
whose passport was found. 

The sources said the men 
arrived in Egypt on January 21 
and stayed in a furnished flat in 
Shebeen Kanater, 25 km (12 
miles) north of Cairo. 

Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (Mena) said late yester- 
day police had detained an 
unnamed Palestinian believed to 
be one of the raiders. But Interior 
Ministry officials told Reuters 
no one had been formally arres- 
ted. 

Security sources said the bus 
driver, a Palestinian, was still 
being questioned on suspicion 
that he had colluded with the 
killers. 

They said it might be sig- 
nificant that the bus from Rafah 
in the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip was running more than an 
hour late when the gunmen 
struck about 40 miles (60 km) 
from Cairo. 

Police were also trying to 
establish how the killers knew of 
a backroad to Cairo, avoiding 
police checkpoints, and where 
they had obtained their weapons. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir today called a meeting of 
his Likud Party for next Monday 
to debate bitter internal differen- 
ces over terms for Israeli-Pales- 
linian peace talk s . 

Shamir's office announced the 
date for the meeting of the 3.000- 
member Likud Central Commit- 
tee as the country prepared to 
bury the first six of nine Israeli 
tourists killed in Egypt. 


KUWAIT, Feb 6, (AP): Jordan's King Hussein 
in an interview published today called for an 
urgent Arab, summit to forge a unified Arab 
stand against the snowballing danger of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants to IsraeL 

He also called on Arab leaders to open a 
dialogue with the Soviet Union and the new 
governments in East Europe because Israel was 
attempting to exploit the downfall of communist 
regimes there in its favour.” 

“The forthcoming summit, which I hope will 
covene, should be completely different from 
previous summits, because it should reconsider 
everything,” Hussein told the editor in-chief of 
the daily. 

The Soviet Jews influx into Israel represented 
real danger to the Arab world and its fixture 
“which should prompt us to meet at the highest 
level to discuss this danger m a frank and sincere 


manner and work out a suitable formula for 
confrontation,” he said. 

Hussein’s protest matches a stream of con- 
demnation from the 22-member Arab League, 
the 46-nation Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference and individual governments urging the 
Soviet Union and the world's big powers to arrest 
the flow. 

Hussein said the Soviet Jews influx “will add to 
the Israeli strength already realised as a result of 
support it receives from the Jewish and world 
Zionist movement, the influence of the extremist 
Israeli right on the American decision makers — 
at least in the legislative branch — and the pro- 
Israel attitudes of the United States. 

“Where will these thousands settle? At the 
expence of whom? Who is going to leave to allow 
them space and in which direction?" he won- 
dered. 


many of them might settle in the 
territories captured by Israel 
during the 1967 war where the 
Palestinians hope to establish an 
independent state. 

Chedli Klibi told the meeting 
the influx of Jews from the Soviet 
Union and other East European 
countries would have a profound 
effect on the occupied west Bank 
and Gaza Strip, where Palestin- 
ians are in revolt to end Israeli 
occupation. 

“The Jews of Eastern Europe, 
of all those in the world, are 
known to be the most enthusias- 
tic for Zionism and the most fan- 
atical and obstinate ... the ruling 


Hassan to meet amnesty team: KingHassan 

of Morocco hasagreed to mcctadelcgation from Amnesty 
International which has in the past criticised human rights 
in this North African state, Amnesty said yesterday. 

The Moroccan government confirmed the King would 
meet a delegation of the London-based human rights 
organisation in Marrakesh on Feb 13, amnesty said in a 
statement. (Reuter) 

• • • 

Moroccan patrol withdraws: a Moroccan 

naval patrol boat fired warning shots and boarded a 
Spanish trawler but withdrew after it was surrounded by 
20 other Spanish trawlers, a diplomatic source said in 
Rabat today. 

The incident on Monday morning was the second in a 
week in the Strait of Gibraltar near the Spanish enclave of 

Ceuta on the north Moroccan coast (Reuter) 

• • • 

Jordan Aids cases: Jordanians with the disease of 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (Aids) reached 
forty cases. 26 of which were carriers of the fata) disease, it 
was officially announced in Amman today. 

Member of the national committee for combating Aids, 
Dr Muha named AlJnnal, stressed that afl cases are under 
control and efforts of the committee are continuing to alert 
Citizens on raii«g< nf ihf channg k nf rransmit- 

ting among people. (Kuna) 

m m m 

ACC Summit! Jordanian Minister of Information 
Ibrahim Izzudin today handed a message to President 
Saddam Hussein concerning the upcoming summit of the 
Arab Co-operation Council. 

The summit, which will be attended by leaders of the 
four member countries Egypt. Iraq, Jordan and North 
Yemen, will be held in Amman on the 24th of this month. 
(Kuna) 

m m w 

Chinese team in Israel: a high ranking Chinese 

military delegation arrived in Israel via Budapest last 
January on a five-day secret visit, a Kuwaiti daily said 
today. 

Quoting sources in the Hungarian Foreign Ministry the 
daily said that the Chinese delegation cold Hungarian 
officials that they held talks with Israeli War Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and senior Israeli army officials in addition 
to visiting arms industries. (Kuna) 

• ♦ • 

Iran- Ireland talks: John Swift, deputy foreign 
minister of the Irish Republic, conferred with Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati in Tehran and 
expressed Dublin's readiness to expand relations, the 
official Islamic Republic News Agency said. 

The agency, monitored in Nicosia, quoted Swift as 
telling Velayati that this readiness was proved by Ireland’s 
participation in the Tehran international trade fair last 
September. (AP) 


Likud Party will use all means to 
settle them in the occupied Arab 
territories to form a spearhead 
against all Arab resistance,” he 
added. 

Klibi suggested the Arab 
states use afi their energies to 
confront Soviet Jewish emigra- 
tion but gave no details. 

The text of Arafat's speech to 
the dosed session was not availa- 
ble but Klibi said the PLO chair- 
man would explain and analyse 
the Soviet emigration problem 
and other challenges to the Pales- 
tinian intifada. 

Arafat was also expected to 
brief the ministers on the latest 


moves to arrange the first Israeli- 
Palestinian talks in Cairo, 
diplomats said. 

The State Department said 
there was plan to declare 
“Alegar* the Jewish settlements 
in Arab lands that it now more 
mildly terms “obstacles to 
peace.” 

Spok e swoman Margaret Tot- 
wiler, effectively denying a 
report earlier in the day by two 
syndicated columnists, said. 

“No. "Our position has not 
changed. The Bush administra- 
tion, as you know, has refrained 
from either referring to (the set- 
tlements) as legal or ulegaL That 
has not changed.” 


Anti-terrorist campaign 

Saddam backs Saudis 

BAGHDAD, Feb 6, (AP): President Saddam 
Hussein yesterday declared solidarity with 
Saudi Arabia and called for “tougher and 
unified” Arab action against terrorist attacks 
on Saudi diplomats around the world. 

In a message broadcast by the official Bagh- 
dad Radio, Saddam tokl King Fahd that Iraq 
“wholeheartedly supports” Riyadh and called 
for “an effective Arab action against the 
attacks.” 

Unknown assailants assassinated three 
Saudi diplomats in Bangkok on Thursday. 

The slayings followed the killing of several 
other Saudi embassy personnel in Turkey, Bel- 
gium and Lebanon over the last two years. 

Saudi newspaper have blamed Iran, which is 
locked in an religious and political dispute with 
Saudi Arabia. The oA rich kingdom severed 
relations with Tehran in April 1988, citing 
terrorism and subversion. 

Relief for Ethiopia: A group of international 
organisations and nations have fav ourably responded to 
an appeal by the Sudan for extending relief to famine- 
affected Ethiopians inride Ethiopia, said refugees commis- 
sioner Abdul Rahman Sirai Khatxm. 

byAl Inga^AUWatani today that those humanitarian 
organisations and states had contacted the Sudanese 
government showing willingness for participation in the 
effort and seeking advice on how food could be dispatched 
to the needy in northern Ethiopia. (Kuna) 

m m w 

Relief flights for Sudan: Relief flights to South 

Sudan’s mam town of Juba have resumed since Sunday, 
said Brig. Dominique Kasianu. member of the ruling 
Revolution Command Council, in a statement he gave to 
the Sudan Nett's Agency, Sun a. 

Karina n has explained that some relief planes were 
previously turned back because procedures for permitting 
such nishis by the Sudanese civu aviation were not com- 


OIC anniversary: Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Fjonar Abdul-Maguid left for Saudi Arabia today to 
attend celebrations marking the 20th anniversary of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference, the Middle East 
News Agency reported. (Reuter) 


Chadli 
vows to 
end 

violence 


ALGIERS, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
President Chadli Benjeaid today 
vowed to crack down on violence 
that has shaken Algeria's emerg- 
ing democracy. 

In a tough, often angry speech 
to public sector managers, Ben- 
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Egyptian Ambassador to Israel Muhammad Bassiouny (left) meets with Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Arens to convey his government’s 

condolences over the attack on a bus of Israeli tourists in Egypt (Reuter wirephoto) 

League plan to stop Jew influx 

TUNIS, Feb 6, (Agencies): The . - - . 

Hussein seeks urgent Arab summit j 
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recent wave of strikes he said 
threatened to destroy the 
national economy . 

. “It is necessary to put an end to 
and strike the fingers of those 
who want to violate the law,” 
Benjedid said in apparent 
reference to recent attacks 
blamed Mamie fimriamwitaL 

ists. 

“The state has the potential to 
confront these elements.” 

Social unrest and violence 
have threatened to muWmiTie 
sweeping reforms Benjedid laun- 
ched last year to poll Algeria out 
of economic crisis and build a 
free, multi-party democracy. 

The state has blamed Muslim 
extremists for recent acts of 
violence including g January 16 
shootout m a courtroom in Blida 
outside of Algiers. 

“There have been some exces- 
ses in the use of violence, both 
words and acts. We attribute 
these to the lack of experience, to 
the fact our society does not 
know the new democratic 
forms,” Benjedid said. 

’This does not mean the state 
is weak and cannot cope.” 

In his first comment on the 
violence, Benjedid appealed to 
all newly accredited opposition 
political parties to help ensure 
the success of the country's 
democratic experiment, one of 
the most ambitious in the Third 
World. 

“It is the duty of afl accredited 
parties to contribute to the emer- 
gence of real democracy and 
accept and abide by the roles of 
the game,” he said. 

In a matter of months Al geria 
has moved from a one-party 
state ruled by the National 
Liberation Front since indepen- 
dence in 1962 to a country of 20 
parties and almost daily strikes. 
-.-.Labour unrest has made it 
increasingly difficult for the 
-gov e rnment to implement-plans 
to revamp the stagnant state sec- 
tor inhen ted from two decades of 
socialist economic policy. An 
average of 250 strikes a month 
shook the economy last year. 

“I am not against strikes, they 
are among the rights of workers. 
But ... no one has the right to 
accel e rate the destruction of the 
national economy. This is a 
crime, anything of the sort is trea- 
chery to the nation.” 

He said the strikes were in part 
triggered by political infighting, 
and that was unacceptable. 

“Managers must open the 
door of dialogue with true 
representatives of the workers. If 
they are right you must give than 
their rights,” he told some 700 
managers from all segments of 
the public sector . 




that forthcoming multi 
elections on the local lev 
first since independen c e, would 
be free and fair. 

“I guarantee as the top official 
in the country that there will be 
free and effective elections to 
allow the Algerian people to 
exercise full democracy and 
freedom,” he said. 


Aden to allow 
press freedom 

ABU DHABI. Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Marxist South Yemen plans to 
allow freedom of the press ahead 
ofa planned merger with the con- 
servative-ruled North, a United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) news- 
paper said today. 

A1 Ittihad daily quoted South 
Yemeni Culture and Informa- 
tion Minister Ahmed Garhoum 
as saying a press law would be 
passed in two weeks. 


freedom and independence from 
the government and allow* 
publication of independent new- 
spapers that could be owned by 
individuals. 

Aden, after years of hardline 
Marxist rule, is liberalising its 
political system ahead of 
proposed unification with North 
Yemen later this year. 


KUWAIT, Feb 6, (Kuna): The full diplomatic rela- 
tions between the- Soviet Union, and Israel mil be 
restored by early March and the United States is 
seriously working to achieve this as soon as posable, 
a local Arabic daily reported today. 

Czechoslovak sources told theKuwaiti paper that 
a senior Soviet official told Czech officials that the 
Kremlin leadersaremore flexible towaxdsthfc issue. 

The sources also affirmed to the paper that Cze- 
choslovakia received a report -from Moscow on a 
secret one* week visit to the Soviet capital by head of 


the Israeli Mossad at the invitation of the Soviet 

' noted lhat this is foefiri^viritpaid to 

the Soviet Umonby head of the Israeh -intel hgence 

' since 24 years. - 

Head of the Israeh Mossad held talks with senior 
officers of the Soviet inleUigajcc oa saairity co-. 
operation between the two side*. -J-'-. ■ - 

The sources told the paper that the report also 
indnded the expected visit to Israel by several high 

ranldng Soviet intelligence officers to continue talks 
on joixd security co-operation^ ' 



Two shot in Nablus, Ramallah 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb 6, (Agencies): Israeli soldiers sealed rooms in two Palestinian homes 
today under a new policy allowing the blocking-up of houses whose residents are suspected of throwing 
stones in the Palestinian revolt against occupation. 

The policy, which could affect hundreds of families in the occupied West Bank and Gaza. Strip, drew 
immediate criticism from civil rights' groups and liberal politicians, who said the measure amounted to 
collective punishment. 

In the nearly 26-month uprising, the army has razed or sealed hundreds of homes to punish Arabs 


most common tactic of teenagers at the forefront of the rev 


Also today, merchants in- the 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
dosed their stores to protest the 
death on Monday of 15-year-old 
Ayman Jubran who, according 
to Arab reports, died m a fall 
from a roof as he was chased by. 
Israeli soldiers. 

The army confirmed the death 
but denied that its forces were in 
the area. 

In .the West Bank city of 
Nablus, Mustafa Abed Kulab, 
45, was fatally shot in the neck 
today. Arab reports said. Mus- 
tafa, a bus driver, was dead on 
arrival at Nablus' Ittihad Hosp- 
ital, doctors said. 

The Arab reports initially said 
that Kulab was shot by Israeli 
soldiers, but more complete 
information indicated he was 
shot by an Israeli driver after his 
fuel truck was stoned. 

The army confirmed the death 
but said its troops were not 
involved. .... 

His death raised to 652 the 
number of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli soldiers or civilians since 
the Palestinian up rising against 
Israeli rule, began in December 
1987. 

In addition, 181 Pales tinians 
have been killed by feflow Arabs, 
most on suspicion* of collabora- 
tion with .Israel. Forty-three 
Israelis have died. 

The new house sealing policy 
was announced by Col Abaz 
Ben-Ari, the army's legal adviser 
for the West Bank. He said it was 
necessary because of “the danger 
of stone-throwing.” 

“Because this phenomenon is 


ATHENS, Feb 6, (UPI): An 
Iranian exile group said today 
that the authorities in Iran 
executed political prisoners even 
as a UN delegation visited the 
country to investigate charges of 
human rights violations. 

The Baghdad-based Muja- 
hedeen Khalq organisation, 
said: “The mullahs' regime ... 
executed some more political 
prisoners in various cities during 
and after the United Nations 
investigative mission's visit to 
Iran ” 

A delegation led by Reynaldo 
Galindo Pohl, representing the 
UN Human Rights Commis- 
sion, visited Iran between Jan 21 
and 30, at the invitation of 
President Akbar Hashemi-Raf- 
sanjani, to investigate charges of 
human rights violations in Iran- 
ian prisons. 

In a statement telexed to Ath- 
ens, the Mujahedeen said those 


stiEL deeply rooted and, lately to 
our great regret is on an increase, 
it was derided to widen tins sanc- 
tion for this phenomenon in an 
attempt to quell it,” Ben-Ari told 
Israel radio.' -. ' 

According to army figures, at 
least 395 bouses have been 
demolished or seated since the 
Unrismg began. A1 Haq-law in 
The Sendee of Man, a Palestin- 
ian group. that mbnitois human 
rights abuses m the terrftbrieSj- 
puts the total at 550 or more. 

As - Ben-Ari was . announcing 
the new rifles, the army said that 
troops had sealed rooms in two 
homes of suspected stone-thr- 
owers. 

They included a house in 
Nablus, where a family member 
is aocused of shattering the wind- 
shield of a car and injuring the 
Israeli driver, and another in 
Qalqilya, where a stone-thrower 
allegedly injured a border 
pohoeman, army reports said. 

The new rule was immediately 
challenged by Pa rliament mem- ' 
ber Dear Zucker of the left-lean- 
ing Citizens Rights Movement 

Arab nationalists kxfled three 
Palestinians, including a hus- 
band and wife, on suspicion they 
were aiding Israeli authorities* 
Palestinians said yesterday. ' 

Jamil A1 Baiyuk, 45, and ms 
wife Intisar. 45, were hacked to 
death at their home at Khan 
Younis in the Gaza Strip: Near 
the West Bank village orSiniria, 
the beaten and stabbed body of 
Rafiq Mohammed Shawahna, 
35, was found in a field two days 


executed “had been tortured 
over a long period.” 

The exile group identified the 
victims as Ah Reza Tazehkandt, 
Ahad Aghai, Reza Rastegar, 
Rahim Qadaksdz, Majid Par- 
sian a, Razavi, Sayyed Ali and 
Hassan Saffaran. 

“The regime's guards arrested 
Sayyed AH, a worker who sup- 
ported the Mujahedeen, on Jan 
19 in Tehran and executed him 
the same night," the statement 
said. . 

Saffarani, 48, a father of four 
“was also executed as a Muja- 
hedeen supporter. He had been 
arrested in early 1989 and was 
brutally tortured for months,” 
the exile group said. 

Earlier, the Mujahedeen said 
Iran’s ruling derics carried out a 
massive operation on deception 
to mislead the UN delegation. 

“Several days before the 
United Nations investigative 
mission was 'due to arrive in 


after he was kidnapped by 
nationalists. 

iNinepeopIe weremjuredin the 
West. Bank refugee camp . of 
Tnlkarm when supporters: of 
rival Palestinian groups battled 
fot hours with knives and stones, 
Arab sources said. ... 

Local leaders intervened to 
separate members of the Islamic 
fundamentalists . Hamas 
movement and nationalists sup? 
porting the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. . , ... 

Allbough rivals for leadership 
since the uprising began 25 mon- 
ths ago,- nationalist-fundameiF 
talist dashes have been rare. 

In the Gaza Strip, Patestinian_ 
lawyers said they would boycott 
Israeli military courts for a week 
to protest against attacks by bor- _ 
der police on Monday* 

Fayez Abn Rabmeh, bead of - 
the lawyers' union, said police- 
punched and spat at fonr Arab 
lawyers outside the military 
court in Gaza Qty.wbor they 
went to help an Arabman bemg : 
attacked by a policeman. . 

The rightist Likud Party of /, 
Israeli Pome Minister- Yitzhak- 
Shamir will hold a cnudal n i&tr-s 
mg onMiddkE^peaceeffprtS 
next- Monday r hiS‘ offioe said 
todays*. :' Vo. 

‘ jit : srid^tbat : Shimfr suitfTfiiw" 
hardline -rival Trade Minuter 
Ariel Sharon .agreed to res- 
chedule, a merting of the S.OOfc 
member central committee aftfcr ; 
postponing it over Sunday’s kifl^ 
mg of nine Israeli tonrists pn a 
bus in Egypt . . ‘ 


Tehran, - the regimens leaders 
ordered the transfer, of. 
thousands of political prisoners 
to different locations,” the group 
said in a statement yesterday. 

On Jan 12, or nine days before 
the UN team arrived in Tehran, 
“about 11,000 of Tehran's 
political prisoners were moved." 

Quoting information received 
from inside Iran, the statement 
said “guards took some of (the 
11,000 prisoners) to .various 
prisons in Karaj,” about25 miles 
(40 km>west ofTehran. - 

Some 6,000 to 7, 000 . mo _■ 
“were kept in 26 train- cars in 
unknown locations throughout 
Tehran province,'' and 200 to 
300 prisoners “were crammed 
into each car” 

The whole operation was plan- - 
nod to deceive Pobl's delegation 
and keep: it from questioning 
prisoners on human rights viola- 
tions in Iranian jails, the Muja- 
hedeen said. 


Iraqi satellite ready for launch 


ABU DHABI, Feb 6, (Reuter): Iraq has built its 
own satellite and will launch it soon following last 
year's test of a career rocket, an Iraqi official was 
quoted as saying. 

is ready^for launch,” Amer Saadi, 

under-secretary at the Ministry of Industry and 
Military Industrialisation, was quoted as saying by 
the United Arab Emirates magazine Airforce. 

Last December, Iraq launched a 48-ton, three- 
stag rocket, dubbed A1 Abed (the worshipper), 
making it the first Arab country to possess such as 
homo-produced ballistic missile. 

Both the United States and Israel, which sent its 
jets to destroy an Iraqi nudear reactor in 1981, 
expressed concern that Baghdad might use its new 
technology for military purposes. 


S aa d i described ihe US response as “unstudied 
and emotional.” 

.The m ag azin e, to be published later this week, 

S uqtes Saadi as rejecting what he called western 
aims that Baghdad had foreign help to make the 
missile and satellite. 

“In the beg inn in g , we wanted such assistance but 
we found afl doo; rs dosed in our face,” he said. Saadi 


W.WJUUJ uwuou-uaqwwu] AUgUSI 1VS8. L/uring 

the war, both sides attacked each other’s cities with 
missiles. 

“Concerning military uses, I can say that those 
who can sent a missile up to such a distance can 
direct it to the target they want. But at present, we 
have no plans to nse this system to achieve military 
goals, Saadi told the * 


Dutch, Belgian doctors missing in south Sudan Starving Afghan families reported selling children in exchange for food 


NAIROBI. Feb 6. (Reuter): Two doctors working 
for the medical charily Mededns Sans Fromieres 
(MSP) are missing in southern Sudan and thought 
to be m the hands of rebels, relief workers in Nairobi 

“According to two other MSF staff who were 
evacuated to Khartoum on Saturday, the two were 
taken by the SPLA (Sudan People's Liberation 
Armyk who wanted doctors to help them with 
wounded rebels.” one Nairobi-based relief worker 

SPLA sources in Nairobi said they had no infor- 
mation about the Belgian and Dutch doctors, who 
were working in the besieged garrison town of 
Molokai 600 km (400 miles) south of Khartoum. 


until their disappearance last week. 

The sources said they were making contact-with 
SPLA commanders in the field to find out if they 
knew the whereabouts of Christine Van Haegen- 
borgh. a 26-year-old Belgian, and Martin Ruppert, 
a 28-year-old Dutchman. 

The two. who were working for MSF-Bdgium, 
went missing in Malakal on Friday night, a day 
before they were due to be evacuated to the capital 
Khartoum because they were tick. 

Malakal, the capital of Upper Nile province, is 
ringed by SPLA forces and diplomatic sources said 
the two may have disappeared during a rebel attack 
on the town. 


KABUL, Feb 6, (Reuter): Afghans are 
starving in the northern provinces where 
locusts are devouring crops and some 
families are reported to be selling their 
children in exchange for food, according 
to a senior United Nations official. 

in Herat, one of the affected areas. 
Governor Fazal Haq Khafiqyar said 25 
per cent of the province's 1 3 million peo- 
ple were hungry. He denied they were 
starving. 

He dismissed as nonsense reports that 
poor parents were selling their children to 
the rich as serfs to save them and the rest of 
the family from starvation. 


Herat was racked by a severe food shor- 
tage and needed at least 5,000 tonnes of 
wheat every month for the next three mon- 
ths, the governor said. 

The food shortage was forcing people to 
leave villages and head for cities or across 
the border to Iran, Michael von de 
Schulenburg, head of the UN Office Co- 
ordinating Assistance in Afghan (Unoca) 
said. 

“They are leaving everything behind in 
search of food, not because of the war,” he 


For the past 1 1 years, US-backed rebels 
have been fighting to topple the Moscow- 


backed government of Afghanistan. 
Soviet troops left Afghanistan last 
February after nine years of propping up 
the Kabul government. ™ * F 

In remote villages in Khorog-Shugnan 
in Barfalrhsh a n province, bordering Pakis- 
tan and the Soviet Union, villagers repor- 
ted 80 people died ofhunger in the past few 
months. 

“In the vicinity of Saripul (in Jozian 
province) there are reports some villagers 
are selling their children to serfdom 
because they cannot feed them," Schulen- 


burg said. 

He said he wouldvisil Saripul 


as soon as 


possible to look info foe situation. 

'The reports of child selling or deaths 
from fiarvation have yet to be confirmed 
by UN staff, Schulenburg said. 

“This is only what we have been told bv 
ggyq but are expressions of a 
certain degree of desperation ” 

Then are urgent need for food and 
mahemes to combat “severe famine a>n 
dtnons, m the northern provinces of 
Herat, Badghis, Fanab, Jozian am-t 
Badakhshaa. he said. J n and 

■ Heavy snow and poor visibility f 0reed 
Kabul anport todose today, one day after 
it was hit by rebel rockets. 
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Of sweet dreams and shattering realities 


]: More emphasis on food production 



Priority to afforestation 


By Fathima Ahmed 

Arab Times staff 
MAHESH Bhatt! The name 
raises expectations; and hopes of 
good cinema. Awaud does not 
disappoint you as he breezes 
through the film, stirring com- 
plex emotions, b afflin g, coaxing 
and often shocking you. 

There is an intense hatred, 
compelling passion and an 
urgent appeal for compassion as 
Bhatt traverses the familiar, yet 
not so familiar , path of the eter- 
nal love triangle. 

AwaaxgTs success lies in its 
hopeless quest for that most sim- 
ple of human dreams — a home, 
a hearth and someone to cal 1 
your own. That the protagonist 
does not get any of these is what 
fate decreed, with some help 
from the playwright, of course, 
sans contrivance or artificiality. 

Bhatt's dashing hero is a born 
loser, a person who knows no 
language but that of brute force; 
a man who lives by the power of 
persuasion. He lives in an aura of 
self-proclaimed invincibility, 
and when a mere woman shatters 
his illusion, he breaks down, and 
reacts violently: the only troth in 
his life. Both his strength and 
vulnerability are crucial to the 
development of his character, 
finely etched by Bhatt'sdown-to- 
earth approach. 

And the hero fails to see the 
futility of his quest — and his 
love. Its a tragic story of a man 
destined to give away the Httle 
pleasures in tife to earn Meena’s 
love, an elusive woman he adores 
and yearns for. Meena is the sym- 
bol of his dreams. For her, be is a 
mere friend. And what a tenuous 
relationship, inexplicable yet 
understandable, unbreakable 
yet brittle. 

Bhatt's subtle handlingof such 
emotional juxtapositions makes 
Awaargi, a madness that seeps 
through your very bones as the 
turmoil smolders before the vol- 
cano erupts, engulfing every- 
thing surrounding the trio — 
Meena (Meenakshi Sesfaadhiri), 


Dhiren (Govinda) and (Anil 
Kapoor). 

But Bhatt fails in the climax, 
stooping to the contrived tragic 
scenario that he could have done 
without. Awaargi’s impact 
would have heightened if the 
protagonist had walked away 
into the night, leaving has hopes 
and love behind. 

Annu Malik's lilting melodies, 
some imaginative choreography 
and Bhatt's deft handling of the 
subject axe noteworthy. Awaargi 
is a powerful! emotional drama, 
heightened by the subtle projec- 
tion of tenuous relationships, 
handled with care. - 
Under Bhatt's direction. Anil 
Kapoor, Govinda and Meenak- 
shi Seshadhiri perform with con- 
viction, with just the right 
amount of dramatisation for 
good measure. 

Zahreeley 

Venomous! Yes, it is. Poison- 
ous and smirky. And one hell of a 
job they have done to wake you 
from a deep slumber, as if you 
really needed a nudge to sit up. 
The point is, you cant't sit down 
before the television for more 
than a few moments at a time to. 
see the guts spilling out in every 
frame of the movie. But, then, 
Zahreeley’ s producers don't 


pretend otherwise. They were 
out to get the kill — and they get 
it. 

Violence reaches dizzy 
heights, as the ex-soldier, a taxi 
driver and a reformed criminal 
join hands. What a combustible 
combination they make. Every 
thing goes up in smoke! Whew! 
And not even a speck of dust, or a 
spot of blood touches them. 
That's what is known as action- 
oriented entertainment. 


satirical pieces is about the hap- 
less Indians boarding a boat to 
go to the golden land of Dubai. 
But such moments are few and 
far between. 

The actual storyline concen- 
trates on the “Dada” (street- 
smart guys) type characters, the 
tough guys who fight it out on the 
streets to survive in precarious 
situations, like fighting each 
other. In Hindi films, such 


Sunjay Dutt, Chunkey Pan- 
day and Jeetendra share the 
stellar honours for forming the 
“peace brigade" that fights in 
Shanti Nagar! Not a peaceful 
place, though. 

Baap Ntimbrl aur Beta 
DtisNumbrl 

A lengthy title indeed. One 
that promises comedy. WeQ, the 
tedious film had the makings of a 
hilarious movie, based on the 
two characters who are out to 
fleece the entire world. But the 
take off on comic capers boQs 
down to nothing more than a 
sub-plot There are moments of 
glee, especially with Kader Khan 
in a pick-pocket cameo, or when 
he is smitten by ghostly happen- 
ings in his home and runs lor his 
dear life. And, one of the best 


stereotypes are a penny a piece, 
and a few 


more won’t do any 
lasting harm. And something 
about good vs evil, and final 
redemption, are thrown in for 
good measure. 

Kader Khan and Shakti 
Kapoor as the father and son are 
convincing in some sequences as 
they go through the "CKF” 
(chores ki file) documents to 
make quick money. Jackie 
Shroff, Aditya pancholi and 
Farha are mere props, shifting 
from one fight to another, or one 
song to another, to achieve some 
higher, familiar ulterior motives. 

The credits of “Baap Dus — ” 
are funnier than the entire film 
put together. 

The above films art by courtesy 
of Athari Video, Main St, Far- 
waniya, and Canary Video, 
Fisheries Bldg, Sharq. 


COLOMBO, Febvfi. (Kuna): Kuwait has 
laundied many projects to make the country 
food productive and environmentally green, a 
senior Kuwait official said. 

Ms Naima A1 Shayji, senior advisor to the 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
(Kisr), told Kuna in an interview in Colombo 
that many projects, mainly vegetables, that 
are suitable for dry climate have been laun- 
died in the past few years. 

“We axe now gjvingmuch attention to food 
production," said Shayji, who was in 
Colombo to attend the governors conference 
of the International Irrigation Management 
Institute (UMI). 

Greening 

“Kuwait does not have any natural water 
source and our environment is also very dry. 
So we .axe trying experiments with products 
that are suitable for our climate," she said. 

Shayji was elected governor of HMI last 
June for a period of three years. Prior to being 
elected to UM1, she was a member of the 
board of trustees of the Syrian-based inter- 
national centre for agricultural research in 
dry areas for six years. 

Shayji said experimental projects with 
barley and wheat are now bang carried out. 

The Kisr senior advisor said, the govern- 


ment is also giving priority to make Kuwait 
environmentally green. “There has been a 
master plan in operation for the past two 
years towards this end," she said. 

Every year, a week, beginning October 1 S, 
is declared Agriculture and Green Week, she 
said, adding that during this period, lectures, 
seminars and other communxeation methods 
will be used to make people aware of the 
importance of agriculture production and a 
clean environment 

She said being elected to a senior post in an 
internationally recognised organisation is a 
recognition of the talents of Kuwaiti and 
Arab women, in general. 

Shayji had also held the post of director, 
external relations of the Rome- based Inter- 
national Fund for Agriculture Development 
(If ad) for seven years and held many senior 
positions in Kuwait. 

Marketing 

Meanwhile the director general of Kuwait 
Agricultural Products Company KhaJed A1 
Usman said that his company seeks to con- 
tinue its policy of expandingaod increasing its 
markets — specially the main markets at 
goveruorates. 

He added that plans are underway to 
obtain tenders called for by the state for the 


supply of agricultural products and to 
develop external markets specially in West 
Europe to export surplus products. The com* 
mittee is presently studying the feasibility of 
establishing foodstuff industries to absorb 
surplus products such as tomato and cucum- 
ber. 

Usman said that the company extends ‘all 
available facilities to fanners such as technical 
expertise, providing avenues to market their 
products in the local markets, cartons for 
packing and in general assists them in achiev- 
ing the highest profits. 

The company has a land transportation 
fleet to transport local products to the Gulf 
states and some European countries to make 
the surplus quantities. The company has also 
introduced a new service which facilitates 
transporting vegetables and fruits to the 
houses of purchasers. 

The company has presently five sheds 
located in Jahra. Hawalli. Capital and 
Ahmadi goveruorates, besides the Central 
Shuwaikh Market. It also has 43 branches 
marketing local agricultural products. The 
company determines the prices of local 
products on a daily basis and this is adversely 
affected due to competition of foreign 
imports, Usman said. 
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Thank you 


SRI LANKA Embassy* 
wishes to thank all the mini- 
sters, undersecretaries, govt, 
officials, journalists, Sri Lan- 
kans and other guests, who 
attended the National Day 
Reception of Sri I anka at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel. 


NIGHT CHEMIST 


Kuwait City 
Talal Pharmacy 
A1 Hilali Street 
Granada Pharmacy 
Fahd Ai Salem Street 


Hawalh and A1 Nogra 

Al Qaiami Pharmacy 
Beirut Street 


Al Sabniya and Al RumdtUya 
Ran da Pharmacy 
Salem Al Mubarak Street 


Al Fahaheel and Al Ahmadi 
Al Badya Pharmacy 
Dabbous Street, Al Fahaheel 


Jleeb Al Shuyookb 
AJ Madina Pharmacy 
Block No. 2 


Al Jahra 

Al Nour Pharmacy 
Al Matafi Street 
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Invoicing 
system at 
MEW a 


success 


THE current invbiong system of 
the Ministry of Electricity and . 
Water (MEW) has proved to be a 
success and has put an end to the 
complaints of accumulation of 
electricity bills, Kuwait's former 
minister of the MEW, Abdullah 
Al Sumait told a local daily. 

The ex-minister refuted the 
idea for increasing charges of 
electricity and water and com- 
mented that the well-being of 
people of limited income should 
be pragmatically considered. 


Oil risk greater than 
nuclear energy: Gale 


Doctor warns of destabilisation 


By Jadranka Porter 

Arab Times staff 


He said that the government 
supported electricity and water 
sectors to upgrade the standard 
of living. However, he said that 
cheap charges of electricity and 
water consumption in Kuwait 
had led to excessive consumption 
and is considered to be the high- 
est in the world. 

He commented that the minis- 
try in co-operation with the 
informational media had laun- 
ched a campaign aimed at ration- 
alising electricity and water con- 
sumption. Unfortunately, he 
said that the response of the 
public to such campaigns was 
poor. The ministry should inten- 
sify informational and aware- 
ness campaigns in the future, he 
said. 


THE Chernobyl midear disaster 
marks the start and not the end of 
the nuclear era and the nuclear 
risk of oil is greater than that 
posed by nuclear energy. Dr 
Robert Gale, the American doc- 
tor who is helping treat Cher- 
nobyl victims has said. 

According to Gale a max- 
imum of 40,000 cancer deaths 
could be expected over the next 
SO years as a result of the Cher- 
nobyl accident This is a fraction 
of one per cent of the 600 milli on 
people expected to die of cancer 
in the northern hemisphere over 
the same period. Atomic tests 
alone are expected to result in 
100,000 cancer deaths. 

Although the consequences of 
the Chernobyl disaster are grave. 
Gale argued that they pale beside 
the disarray the world would face 
if there was a ban on nuclear 



the 


energy. 

“ffyou were to stop electridty 
nuclear i 


Expansion 


On the issue of transporting 
water by tanks, he said that it is a 
cause of several problems, 
including the discolouration, 
corrosion of water pipes, but, he 
said, tankers will be around for 
some time until the construc- 
tional expansion to supply 
pipelines to some areas in the 
country have been completed. 


TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 


Housing 


7.45 


MORNING 

9.30 Opening and Holy 
Quran 

9.40 Sabah Al Kher. news 
9.50 Cartoon serial 
10.15 Magazine D' Actual! ic 
(repetition) 

10.30 Ghoraba Fi AI 

Madcena: Arabic 

serial (final part) 

11.30 AI Waad: weekly 
Beduin serial (part 6), 
starring Mohammed 
AI Abbadi. Sahar 
Sami. Y ousif Al Jamal 

12.25 News summary 

12.30 Sabah Al Kher final 
12.35 Holy Quran and 

closedown 


EVENING 


4.00 Opening and Holy 
Quran 

4.15 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

4.45 Saham Al Fadba: car- 
toon serial 

5.15 Spencer Arabic chil- 
dren serial (part S) 

5.45 Night chemists, air- 
lines and official 
advertisements 

6.00 Al Fareso Al Aasheq: 
historical serial (Final 
part) 

7.00 Varieties 

7.15 Housing and Citizens: 
local programme, 
prepared by 


National 
Authority 

Monuments and 
Islamic arts: cultural 
programme (part 5) 

S.30 Good Evening and 

local news 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 The Television Net- 
work: local variety 
programme, prepared 
and presented by 
Abdul Rahman Al 
Najjar 

10.15 AI Laeboon Fi Al Nan 
Arabic serial (final 
part) 

Ai Namround: Arabic 
feature film, starring 
Farced Shawqi. Hilda 
Sultan and Mahmoud 
Al Meilaigi 
News summarv 

12.50 The World Today via 
Satellite 

1.15 Holy Quran and 
closedown 


It. 15 


Weapon”. Action-pa- 
cked out-door live- 
action adventures that 
circles the globe, cap- 
tivating the universal 
family audience.... 

7.30 Growing Pains. 

“Home Coming 

Queen” . Carole is 
nominated to par- 
ticipate in the school 
beauty contest, but she 
decides to withdraw. 

8.00 News in English 

8.30 Top of the Hill. “A 
House Divided”. Tom 
BUI attempts to claim a 
young girl from her 
mother upon the 


uest of the child's 


request 
father. 

9.30 The Science Edition. 
The scientific and 
technological revolu- 
tion... A look at new 
applications of newly 
devised technologies... 

10.00 Cine Club. Presented 

by Farook Abdulaziz. 
"The Right Stuff". 
Starring: Sam 

Shepard, Barbara 
Hershey. Kim Stanley. 
Test pilots are 
recruiteo and trained 
as astronauts. 

12.00 News in brief 

12.15 Magazine D'Actualite 


On disruption of electrical 
power, the former minister said: 
“I believe that all necessary 
measures have been taken to 
avoid such power failures in the 
future.” He added that in normal 
circumstances, technicians of the 
ministry are quite capable of res- 
toring power when the need 
arises. Foreign expertise is called 
in only in some specific instances 
such as installation of the power 
networks or the maintenance of 
such networks. 


12.45 


KTV 2 


mi i 


the 


6.00 Opening announce- 
ment and Holy Quran 

6.10 Scooby Ooo. A car- 
toon series for children 

6.30 Danger Bay. “Shaugh- 
nessy Island”. Nicole’s 
romance with Corey 
threatens the establi- 
shment of a sealion 
observatory on a 
private island. 

7.00 International Out- 
doorman. “The Wind 



KTV 10pm. Cine Club and "The Right Stuff." 


Commenting on solar energy, 
Sumait said that this source is 
one of the most importantenergy 
resources throughout the world. 
Solar energy research in Kuwait 
concentrates on the methods of 
collecting this energy and meth- 
ods of converting it into power. 
He added that solar energy in 
Kuwait is very vital and should 
be handled diligently and 
exploited pragmatically to 
upgrade the development 
process and enhance technical 
know-how. 

Kuwait, in view of its geogra- 
phical situation is in a position to 
viably exploit this source of 
energy and which can be utilised 
to meet partially the country’s 
energy needs, Sumait said. 


Kuwaiti envoy 

KUWAIT, Feb 6, (Kuna): Infor- 
mation Minister Sheikh Jaber 
Mubarak Al Hamad received at 
his office today the Ambassador 
of Kuwait to Austria Abdul 
Hamid AlAwadi. 


production from nuclear energy 
tomorrow it will be the end of the 
world as we know it. It (the 
world) is already locked inaloag 
inescapable tango,” he stressed. 

Power 

Developing countries can fll- 
afford to buy oil and nuclear 
power stations anil mushroom in 
countries such as India and 
China. Even an economic power 
such as Japan, which imports all 
ofits oil, is currently building 100 
reactors, be added. “Twenty per 


Gale ...warning, 
cent of the world, namely 
Western countries, are consum- 
ing 80 per ceqt'of- the world's 
energy. This cannot go on- for 
ever. Developing countries are 
going to demand their fair share. 
It seem it (the situation) is out of 
our hands,” Gale, professor at 
the University of California, 
said. 

Dangerous 

The American, who was 
invited by Soviet President Mik- 
hail Gorbachev to help treat the 
victims of nuclear reactor 
explosion in Chernobyl four 
years ago, is currently in Kuwait 
to attend a symposium on breast 
cancer. He spoke to the Arab 
Times before delivering a talk on 
Monday on energy strategies for 
the next cen tuiy. He perceived oil 


as more of a threat than an ans- 
wer to the world's increasing 
demand for energy. 

(XI, he said, is not only too 
expensive bat also a destabilising 
force because foreign policies of 
countries are driven by oi l depen- f 
dence. 

“(Ml is politically dangerous. 
The nuclear risk of oil is greater 
than the nuclear risk of nuclear 
energy." Gale insisted. 

Citing an example he said that 
the 1987 bombing of the US war- 
ship Stark by Iraq and shooting 
down of an Iranian airliner by 
the US fleet in the Gulf could 
have sparked a nuclear exchange 
between America and the Soviet 
Union. 

"The US fleet is in the Gulf 
because of oil and either of these 
events (Stark and Iranian 
airliner) could have led to a 
nud£arexchang£"Gafesai<L 

He pointed out that twenty per 
cent of the world's electricity is 
coming from nuclear energy and 
the rate is going to increase. The 
solution, he said, is not to ban 
nuclear energy but to improve 
the use of technologies. 

Speaking of the risks of a 
nuclear war Gale saw the greatest 
danger in diffusion of nuclear 
weapons to unstable areas such 
as the Middle East, South Africa 
and South America. 

A joint effort by the United 
States and the Soviet Union is 
required to stop furtherdiffusioq 
of nuclear weapons and prevent a 
potential disaster, he stressed. 



Maid arrested for 
stabbing employer 


A FILIPINO maid has beat arrested on charges of attempting 

i knife. 


to 


murder her employer by stabbing her several times with a 

According to police sources, the maid and the employer bad a dispute 
on house duties that the maid was supposed to perform. The maid asked 
the employer to return her to the employment office and the employer 
asker her to reimburse KD300 paid for her ticket. 

The maid getting enraged with the demand went into the kitchen and 
brought out a knife and stabbed the victim several times. Only, the 
timely intervention of other house help averted what could have been 
certain death, police said. 

■THE CRIMINAL court has sentenced a man in absentia to three 
years in jail with hard labour for stealing a mini pick-up truck from a 
local garage. 

The court heard that the suspect requested the owner of the garage to 
turn the vehicle up to him claiming that the owner had asked for it. The 
garage owner however grew suspicious and refused. 

The suspect left and reappeared after closing hours, broke into the 
garage and stole the vehicle. 

Hie court rnled against him as be failed to attend the court session, 
which the court used as evidence of incrimination. 


KUWAIT'S COURT of Misdemeanours has acquitted a video shop 
owner from a charge of selling pornographic tapes, a local daily 


Medical 
testing of 
new pupils 
Feb 17 


reported. 

The court was told the Ministry of Information inspector had seized 
the relevant tape at the man's shop, but the accused stud although the 
tape was in his shop it was found in a locked drawer. He clafmwt that 
this tape might have been placed in the drawer by the former salesman 
of the shop who had already been dismissed. 

The court decided to acquit the defendant because of a tack of 
incriminating evidence. 

THE CRIMINAL court has recently refrained from 


sentence against a defendant accused of forgery, a local daily* reported^ 
The court heard that the defendant had entered the country with his 
own passport but he added a page of another passport to his own in 
order to show that he was residing legally in the country. 

Although the court found the defendant guilty, it refused to pace 
sentence because of the circumstances surrounding the and 
because the defendant came to Kuwait seeking employment only and 
because his actions hurt nobody. 


First Gulf formaldehyde factory soon 
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THE director of the School 
Health Division at the Ministry 
of Public Health Dr Hussein Al 
Moxnen has said that the medical 
examination of all fresh students 
at various educational stages for 
this year will start at public and 
private schools on February 17. 

He urged parents to accom- 
pany their children td.ihe 
medical centres at their respec- 
tive areas bringing along two 
recent photos, as well as -the 
original copy of the child’s birth 
certificate. A document showing 
the dates of vaccinations admin- 
istered to the child, the school 
health file, health registration 
card of the family and a .copy of 
the father's ID card are also 
necessary. 

He said that upon receipt of 
the Red Card, document of TB 
tests, the health document for 
school starters, and the Public 
Civil Information blood group 
notification form, the lab forms 
would be signed, sealed and dis- 
patched to the school health in 
charge in various areas on a mon- 
thly basis. 


A 




Moroccan envoy 

KUWAIT, Feb 6, (Kuna): 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Mini- 
ster, Khalid Ahmad Al tear, 
today received Moroccan 
Ambassador to Kuwait Abdet- 
Wahed Bin Massoud. 


PREPARATIONS are under way to establish the first Gulf factory for 
the manufacture of formaldehyde. The project will be shared by a 
number of companies and businessmen from Bahrain, Saadi United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Qatar. 


industries in 


The Bahraini-based newspaper “Akhbar Al KhaleeT p ointed out 
that the project capital is estimated at 2,700.000 Bahraini dinars and 
that it will be built m Jbail area in Saudi Arabia. 


cKeptial element in the manufacturing of several plastic it 
addrnon toother industries like fertilisers and packing. 

r ^ Gulf Organisation for Industrial 

Consultations stressed the importance of formaldehyde manufactur- 

SlMiddkS^^ 15 curamty importing its needs from Europe and 


The factory wiU start production in Dec 1990 at a first stage of 24,000 
tons of formaldehyde production capacity. FormaidehydeSusedas an 


formaldehyde for 

foe area ^estimated at 9200 tons. Currently, only Iraq has a formalde- 
hyde factety at a production capadty of 5,000 tons annually. ‘ 
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Technical auto testing project scrapped 


International firm to take over 


THE director of the Technical Testing 
Division at the General Traffic Depart- 
ment Lt Col Issa Jasem Bo Rahmah has 
said that the ministry has decided to dis- 
continue planning for the proposed tech- 
nical auto testing project. 

He told a local daily that the decision 
was taken following an all-round study of 


the project which revealed that the idea 
would lead to the e m er g ence of quite a few 
negative phenomena jeopardising the 
safety and security of vehicles and drivers. 

Security 

He said that the intention now, is to 
entrust a specialised international firm to 


do thejob and consequently a tender to 
this effect had of late been invited and 
proposals submitted. 

He pointed out that the national cadres 
currently operating with various technical 
auto-testing division sites would be assig- 
ned to work under the umbrella of the firm 
to which the tender would be awarded to 



OIC celebrations 

KUWAIT, Feb 6, (Kuna): HH 
the Amir Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmed 
Al Jaber has dispatched Minister 
of Awkaf and Is lamic Affairs 
Khaled Ahmed A1 Jassar to 
Saudi Arabia to represent HH at 
ceremonies marking the 20th 
anniversary of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference. 

Jassar is to deliver a speech on 
behalf of HH the Amir in his 
capacity as current chairman of 
the organisation. 

Craig arrives 

KUWAIT, Feb 6, (Kuna): Brit- 
ish Chief of Staff Air Marshal 
David Craig today held official 
talks with ms Kuwaiti counter- 
part on military co-operation. 

Craig and the accompanying 
delegation arrived here last night 
on an official two-day visit. 

In an arrival statement the 
British official praised the exist- 
ing relations between Britain and 
Kuwait and said that his visit 
aims at boosting such relations. 

Craig was received by HH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Mini- 
ster Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Salem Ai Sabah at his office in 
^ Bayan Palace today. The meet- 
• mg was attended by Chief of 
Staff Major-General Mazyed 
Abdulrahman Al Sanea and 
United Kingdom ambassador to 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait's Chief of StaffMajor- 
General Mazyed Abdulrahman 
Al Sanae also received Craig and 
the accompanying delegation at 
his office. 

The two rides discussed means 
of boosting military co-opera- 
tion between the two countries. 

Later in the day, Craig con- 
ferred with Kuwaiti Defence 
Undersecretary Faisal Al Daoud 
and the Defence Minister Sheikh 
Nawaf Al Ahmed Al Jaber. 

The meeting was attended by 
Kuwait's Army Chief of Staff 
Major-General Mazyed 
Abdulrahman AI Sanae, director 
of the Minister's Office for 
Military Affairs General Bader 
Bu Rosii and the British ambas- 
sador to Kuwait. 

/. * Envoys received 

KUWAIT, Feb 6, (Kuna): 
Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmed received at his office 
today the ambassadors of Oman 
and Pakistan to Kuwait Hilal Bin 
Salem Al Sayabi and Zahid 
Saeed respectively. 

Talks during (he two encoun- 
ters dealt with bilateral relations 
between Kuwait and the two 
brotherly countries and means of 
promoting them. 

Sheikh Sabah discussed also 
with the two ambassadors issues 
of mutual concern. 

The deputy premier and 
foreign minister later received 
the Ambassador of Kuwait to the 
United Stales Sheikh Saud Nas- 
ser Al Sabah on the occasion of 
his visit to Kuwait. 

GCC forum 

ABU DHABI, Feb 6. (Kuna): 
The first think-tank of the Gulf 
Co-operation Council states 
resumes its second day of meet- 

r ings with the participation of 
delegations from the six GCC 
member states. 

The four-day Forum, which 
started here last night, was 
inaugurated by Information and 
Culture Minister of the United 
Arab Emirates Sheikh Ahmed 
Bin Hamid. 

National target 

BAHRAIN. Feb 6. (Reuter): 
Bahrain, heavily dependent on 
expatriate labour but seeking 
more jobs for its own young peo- 
ple, has announced restrictions 
on the number of foreigners 
which private firms can recruit. 

Labour Ministry officials said 
recently that 1 5 per cent of any 
new recruits for private firms 
v \ must in future be Bahrainis. 

Labour Director Abdul Rah- 
man Zayani said the directive 
was part of a plan aiming to dou- 
ble the percentage of Bahrainis 
working in the private sector to 

50 per cent by mid- 1994. 

Saudi exhibition 

DUBAI, Feb 6, (Kuna): United 
Arab Emirates Finance and 
Industry Minister Sheikh Ham- 
dan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum will 
open tomorrow the first Saudi 
Industries Exhibition in Dubai. 
The exhibition will be ofgan- 
^ ised by Dhahran Exhibitions 

Company in association with the 
Exports Development Centre. 

The exhibition comes within 
the framework of co-operation 
for boosting the foundations of 
the Gulf economy as well the 
introduction of national indus- 
tries and opening new markets 
for them abroad. 



Perfume and cosmetics exhibition 

A perfume and cosmetics exhibition featuring a wide array of products opened yesterday at the 
International Fair Ground in Mishrif. More than 70 companies are participating in the exhibition. Picture 
shows Assistant Undersecretary for Commercial Affairs at the Ministry of Commerce and industry talking to 
exhibitors after he officially opened the exhibition. (Photo by Javed -Basra) 


Telecommunications 

Services improved and 
productivity heightened 


HAVING a developed telecommunications system 
to cope with developments in international trade 
and relations as well as securing safety of staff is of 
paramount importance, Abdul Aziz Al Ayoub, 
undersecretary of the Ministry of Communications 
said in a key-note speech at the seminar of the 
International Marine Satellite Communications 
(Inmarsat). 

Commenting that the world witnessed the largest 
and quickest development in marine satellite com- 
munications after the end of the Second Worid War, 
he said that Inmarsat organisation improved the 

iliites and increasing 


Kuwait has ordered extension of the cellular tele- 
phone system from M/s. Ericsson of Swedm. The 
system to be supplied is valued at S44.5 million and 
consists of one AXE switch and 35 radio base station 
cells. The project will be completed in 2 phases, the 
first phase in February 2990 and the second in 
November 1991. 


When completed the project will increase 
Kuwait’s mobile tefepfa 
present 25,000 lines to 45,000 


ensure the fulfilment of the security and 
safety dements. 

Upon .commissioning the firm to 
operate in this field, it would be allowed to 
expand its services and open up new sec- 
tions and brandies to meet the increasing 
demand for its services. Bo R ahro a h said. 

All that’s 
stamped is 
real gold, 
says Mulla 

ACTING assistant under- 
secretary for consumer ^protec- 
tion affairs at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry 
Abdullah Al Mulla has said that 
the gold trade in Kuwait is a vital 
commercial activity for which a 
special code of practice had long 
been laid down. 

He told a local daily that the 
ministry supervises this* trade. 
The Jewel Branding Control 
receives gold and silver both 
imported and exported and cer- 
tifies their purity . 

He said, that the Supply and 
Consumer Protection Depart- 
ment had in co-operation with 
this control examined 40 cases of 
contraventions which were later 
referred to the public prosecu- 
tion for action. 

Regular co-operation exists 
between the ministry and gold 
testing centres in France, 
England and Bahrain, the 
official said and added that the 
■minis try pays undivided atten- 
tion to qualify Kuwaiti youths to 
work in the field. A total of 100 
inspectors have graduated from 
the Public Authority for Applied 
Education and Training. 

He said that Jewel Branding 
Control had branded over the 
last year 30 tons, 113 kilogram- 
mes and 177 grains of gold arti- 
cles, 528 kilogrammes and 694 
grains of silver articles and 7 
kilogrammes and 13 grams of 
gold bullion. It also inspected 
gems, such as diamonds and 
other precious and sam-predous 
stones in a bid to ensure that they 

reflect**! flif «mtw p roperties and 

specifications detailed in the 
'related hQls. 


>hone capacity from the 


mir capacities. This led to the increase of ground 
satellite stations in the entire Arab world. 

Ayoub added that Kuwait was the first to ratify 
the agreement of Inmarsat and began offering 
services of marine telecommunications from 1983. 
He stud that Kuwait is not hosting the delegation of 
Inmarsat in order to get the maximum services of the 
satellite equipments offered by Lhe organisation. 
The delegation arrived in Kuwait in a vehicle that is 
equipped with the latest communication tools bet- 
ween land and sea and air and land in all the world. 

The delegation of Inmarsat will explain the 
importance and nature of equipments in their vehi- 
cle and their role to facilitate the communications 
among different means of transportation. 

Kuwait had submitted a working paper at the last 
meeting of Inmarsat related to the usage of equip- 
ments of marine satellite communications, Ayoub 
said. 

Telephones 

The past year was an active period for the Minis- 
try of Conamunica lions which witnessed re-organ- 


Mobftex 

Mobile telephones have become a necessary cool 
in the day to day work for an increasing large 
number of people. Initially mobile telephones were 
developed and optimised for voice communication. 
New services like sending and receiving facsimile 
and data messages is being added to the list of 
innovative services possible through the use of the 
mobile telephones media. It is now possible to 
transmit data with the aid of modems by using the 
mobile telephones media and reach the public tele- 
phone system and data networks. 

Mobitex is the name of a new system for mobile 
data communication intended for national and 
regional networks. The system is optimised for such 
applications as taxi companies, police, ambulance 
and rescue services, haulage companies, stock man- 
agement, sales organisations, vehicles dispatching, 
using primarily text and data messages. 


isation of various departments to improve services 
and increase productivity. 

The total number of telephone lines was increased 
to 3 17,000 and pending demand has reduced nota- 
bly. Under the Customer Services Systems’ project 
(CSS) computerised customer services were exten- 
ded to more areas. 

In the ministry's continuing effort to improve and 
expand telephone services a new digital exchange of 
20.000 lines replaced the existing 10,000 lines at 
Riqoa and 10,000 digital lines were added to the 
existing exchanged in Farwania. 

New tenders were issued for the rehabilitation 
and maintenance of the telephone networks in 
various exchange areas. 

Kuwait's Packet Switched Data Network 
(Kupac) was completed and the system is ready for 
commissioning in addition a modern training centre 
was established to impart training to the ministry's 
staff in computer applications fields and network 
technology. 

In a related development. Mobile Systems Co, of 


lobitex offers quick and efficient data commun- 
ication over the pubic mobile network. Subscribers 
can include a portable personal computer. The 
mobile unit communicates with base stations as in 
the mobile telephone network, which can then com- 
municate upwards in a hierachical chain of digital 
exchanges. 

However, in the Mobitex network unlike mobile 
telephone network several functions have been 
moved downwards in the netwotk and as such the 
base stations include functions for subscriber data 
administration. Like the mobile telephone network 
the Mobitex network allows subscribers to move 
freely throughout the area covered by the network 
while sending and receiving data. 

The transmission technique used in Mobitex is 
that of packet switching. The text and data axe 
divided into packets, which are labelled individually 
and then transmitted over the network. The order m 
which the packets arrive is immaterial since the 
packets are numbered. The packets are rearranged 
to form a message. Any misting packet is retransmit- 
ted. 

The greatest advantage of the Mobitex network is 
that one radio channel can serve between 100 to 1000 
users compared to a normal mobile channel which 
usually manages between 20 to 25 simultaneous 
users. 


*9 



Rqobah receives Sudan envoy 

The Minister ol Electricity and Water, Dr Homoud Abdullah Al Rqobah received at his office yesterday 
morning the ambassador of Sudan in Kuwait during which they exchanged friendly talks. 


He said that the control 
worked in dose co-operation 
with the country’s general cus- 
toms department to inspect gems 
and gold artides brought in and 
exported from the country to 
verify their weight and specifica- 
tions. 

He said that legal measures 
established for goldware was 22, 
21, and 18 carat and that gold- 
ware of 24 carat were of pure 
solid gold, whereas silverware 
measures indude 925, and 800 
but white gold (or platinum) was 
950, which the ministry used in 
branding these artides to reflect 
their actual measures in legal 
internationally approved tech- 
nology. 

He urged gold or jewel buyers 
to ensure that the price of the 
purchased article was inclusive 
of the making charges, know the 
weight of the article, and obtain a 
voucher receipt for the axtide. 

He pointed out that all gold- 
smiths bad to issue receipts for 
the purchased artides, and that 
attempts to fraud or deceive 
buyers would be liable to penalty 
under the same law, whether by 
tampering with the artide’s 
weight or specification or 
measures. 


India’s 
beauty 
mogul in 
Kuwait 


SHAHNAZ HUSAIN, 
redpient of “Udyog Rattan 
Award” of India for promot- 
ing India's image abroad in 
the field of herbal cosmetics, 
will be visiting Kuwait from 
Feb 7, 1990. She has a 
fabulous and fascinating 
range of beauty creams and 
lotions of their type in the 
whole world, and all her 
products are made from 
natural herbs, flowers and 
fruits and have a soothing 
effect on the skin. 

Shahnaz Herbals is the lar- 
gest herbal chain of its kind in 

the worid. She has just com- 
pleted a highly successful tour 
of Japan where the local 
media gave her impressive 
coverage and the people evin- 
ced keen interest in her 
products. 

In recognition of her 
services to the promotion of 
Indian herbal tradition and 
export ofherbal products, she 
was recently presented the 
award of "Indian Woman of 
the Decade.” 




to leave for S. Arabia 

Bid to repair relations 


BANGKOK, Feb 6, (AF): Thai 
officials will fly to Saudi Arabia 
in an effort to repair relations 
frayed by the killings of three 
Saudi Arabian diplomats here 
last week, the foreign ministry 
said today. 

A delegation was to leave for 
Saudi Arabia tomorrow, said an 
official at the ministry, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Prapas Limpabandhu told 
reporters he would brief the 
Saudi Arabian g o v e r nm ent on 
the investigation into the mur- 
ders and express concern over 
current relations between the 
two countries. 

Following the killings, the 
Saudi Arabian government stop- 
ped issuing visas to Thais sedting 
employment in the oil-rich king- 
dom, where some 150,000 Thais 


are employed. 

" Thai authorities have been 
unable to solve the shooting 
death of a fourth Saudi diplomat 
in Bangkok in January last year. 

The slayings, which may be 
related to die Thai labour flow to 
Saudi Arabia- rather than inter- 
national politics, have strained 
otherwise doseties between the 
twocountries. . 

Prapas said he was carrying a 
letter from Prime Minister 
Chatichai Choonhavan to King 
Fahad. . . . ; 

Concern 

Accompanying Prapas is 
police Maj. Gen. CfeaJow Kerd- 
tes. who arrested a Thai charged 
with, stealing jewellery worth 
US$20 millioa from the palace of 
Prince Faisal Bin Fahd in Riyadh 
last year. 


j‘We hope that when we 
inforzh thel Saudi Arabian 
government of our intention to 
find the culprit as Soonlas possi- 
ble and of our concern for the 
safety of its. diplomats in Ban- 
gkok and what we have done so 
far, this will make the govern- 
ment understand Thailand bet- 
ter,” Prapaf'sajd: " ' ’ 

Foreign . Minister Siddhi 
Savetsila -said yesterday that 
Saudi Arabia regards the deaths 

day as^taving^adly affected rela-" 
tions between the two countries. 

A Saudi Arabian foreign min- 
istry official who flew .to 
T hailand told Siddhi last Satur- 
day that his government was very 
with investigations 
by Thai authorities into, the mur- 
ders of the diplomats last year 
and this year, Siddhi said. . 


Breast cancer 



upsurge in cases 


By Jadranka Porter 

Arab Times staff 

BREAST cancer is less of a . 
scourge in Kuwait than in the 
West but ft has been the most 
malignant tumour among 
women accounting for 22 per 
cent of ail cancer cases among 
Kuwaiti women, according to Dr 
Arne Gjorgov of the Kuwait 
Medical ScbooL 

S peaking at the symposium on 
breast cancer on Monday Gjor- 
gov predicted an increase in - 
breast cancer incidence rate in 
Kuwait which, he said, is expec- 
ted to follow in the footsteps of 
tiie developed worid where the 
disease is found in epidemic 
proportions. 

Scientists and doctors world- 
wide have been puzzled by the 
rise in incidence rate and are still 
struggling to determine the 
causes ofbreastcancerandarrast 
its upsurge. 

Just as the health authorities in ' 
the US, For example, were 
announcing jplans to reduce the 
incidence of the disease in the 
next decade it was revealed that 
the rate shot up in 1986 to 113 
cases per 100,000 women, a rise 
of 41 per cent in five years. 
Prevailing concepts and theories 
have so far done little to explain 
the problem of the disease which 
varies in terms of time, place and 
population situations, both . 
internationally and ■ within 
national boundaries. Gjorgov 
said. 

Rates 

In Kuwait, the epidemiologist 
explained, breast cancer is more 



Dr Ame Gjorgov 

prevalent, among expatriates 
than Kuwaiti women. Among 
the Kuwaitis the incidence rate 
rose from 15.7 per 100,000 bet- 
ween 1974 and 1978 to 19.3 bet- 
ween 1983 and 1986. The cones 
sponding figures for non* 
Kuwditi women are 23.3 .per 
100,000 in the first period and 36 
in the second. - 

This iscontraxytothe frequen- 
tly observed trend according to 
which breast cancer incidence 
among migrant communities 
lags behind that in the native 
population. 

The bulk of the new cases dur- 
ing the last 13 years, Gjorgov 
said, has been found mainly 
among the middle-aged women. 
Among Kuwaitis the most affec- 
ted group was aged between 30 
and 34 aud among the expatriate 
women aged between 40 and 44 
were most frequent breast cancer 
patients. ■ 





to unite 

RIYADH. Feb 6, (Kuna): 
Secretary-General of the Organ- 
isation of Islamic Conference 
(OIQ Hamkf Al Gabid 'today 
called on the Islamic- nation to 
unify its raids to confront dan- 
gers facing Islamic holy shrines. 

. -■ He cited as an example the 
criminal arson against the holy 
mosques of Al Aqsa in Jerusalem 
on AUg 21, 1969. 

. This came m a message he 
issued hereon the occasion of the 
commemoration, of the 20ffi 
anniversary of the establishment 
of the OIC, marked today. 

He noted that the OIC, establi- 
shed 20 years ago, is devoledita . 
the cause of Islam -to the 
propagation of our sublizhe . 

p teacW^peatt^ 
brotherhood,. love Sac. sfeihfa* 
men, liberty, and equality.’*' -■ 

He also pointed oat that the 
OlC’s charter is based pri 
precepts of the Holy Quran; the ; 
UN Charter .and the uhh*rsal 
declaration of hzunan rights;* *.. : 

He highligh ted the mam abjec- 
tive: of the -OIC which is the 
liberation of .the' city, of 
Jerusalem, pointing out that the 
other objectives of the Islamic 
organisation..-' . fighting 
intolerance, oppressaon and dis- 
crimination in all their fo rms. 

Gabid said that the OIC has - 
been supporting people's libera- 
tion struggle in Palestine, the 
Middle East, and South Africa, 



Kurashige and Tsutsumi presenting their art. 

Ikebana at Japan Week 1990 

Saying it with flowers: 


By Jadranka Porter 

Arab Times staff 

WHAT saved ikebana, the traditional Japanese art 
of flower arranging, from fading into obscurity is 
that it was open to innovative ideas that ensured its 
transition into the contemporary world. 

While two of the styles it hinges on, rikka and 
sfaoka. are largely traditional, the most recent free 
style has been introduced to give opportunity for 
personal expression and encourage creativity. 

This has also made ikebana popular outside 
Japan as could be seen in Kuwait Monday when 
ikebana masters from Kyoto bad to tom away some 
of those interested in their workshop that could take 
only 30. 

Nobu Kurashige and Yushin Tsutsumi of Ikes- 
obo Society of Floral Ait were in Kuwait to present 
their art during the Japan Week 1990 promotion. 

No qualifications are needed for learning 
ikebana, they claim. “Anybody can do it because 
everybody can love flowers. We all need flowers in 
our daily life,” said Kurashige. 

She admits to strong preference for buds, as 
opposed to blooms, at the Ikenobo school. 

"Buds symbolise bright future,” she said recalling 
the school of thought that masts that the anticipa- 
tion of an event is more enjoyable than tire event 
itself. 

To demonstrate that ikebana can be practised 
anywhere the pair arrived in Kuwait with no 
materials or tools. This posed something of a 


challenge when they were asked to produce a larg 
flower arrangement at the fountain in the Rescue 
Palace hotel reception hall. This is when Tsutsumi' 
innovative powers came to the fore and the tw 
promptly headed not to a flower shop but to tb 
Doha shipyard. There they picked up some leal 
wood used by dhow builders and on the way to th 
hotel got some palm branches. 

\ boquet of chrysanthemums and som 
lubes and axnardhis they created an anuagemen 
that beeaxneashowpiece of then-skill. Although tft 
arrangement drew admiration Kurashige admit 
that while doing it they lost some oftheir customar 
composure and tranquility that is pan and parcel c 
their art. 

We were a bit ruffled. We used hammers am 

dH “ “»*»«. 

Modernisation 

But their headmaster Ikenobo Sen'eL could h 
have pen than, would have been proud of hi 
disciples. For Sen’ei himself is a great innovator H 
wok a bold nop of modoma^^tok * L” 
Wtah now thanks to him is known both a 
traditional and contemporary. Sen’ei cans litrl 

****** style m jfe 
vent to his own imagination, but he masts 
arrangement’s aesthetic value. ^ 00 ™ 
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EDITORIALS 



Thought for today 


CONSTANT togetherness Is fine — but only for 
Siamese twins — Victoria Billings, US journalist-writer 

(1945 ) 


Bid to move into Gaza City 


Settlers asking too much 



T ackled 
efficiently 

IN the recent attack on the. Israeli bus carrying tourists 
outside Cairo, the Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak . 
alone behaved with wisdom and within the framework of 
the political game which abide by international treaties. 

President Mubarak reacted positively to contain the 
incident — because what occurred did not represent the 
true Egyptian wish which strives for achieving peace. 

A person other than the President could have been 
tempted to indulge in national issues which more often 
than not are for personal gains rather than for the highest 
interests of the nation. 

If the attackers succeeded in evading security forces, it 
must be stated that the fiction was not Egyptian or even 
Arab, particularly when Egypt, Israel ana the US are 
preparing to commence peace option talks. 

This compels us to call upon Egypt to ensure the 
intentions of those who wanted to resume fraternal 
relations with Egypt and hope these sides have no hand in 
the attack and that Egypt remains aloof of any security 
penetration. 

Arabs have expressed their wish to achieve peace and 
tranquility in the area. Forces desiring to install hurdles, 
are certainly mistaken if they think that Egypt is the place 
for such ventures. Egypt, who fought long years for its 
principles, will not allow the handful to benefit from 
continuous tension in the region and transfer their trad- 
ing in nationalism to its lands. 

We also hope that this attack was not carried by some 
of the Israeli hardline extremists who do not wish to 
achieve peace with their Arab neighbours and are not 
willing to concede a Palestinian national home for peace. 

Once again we reaffirm that the Egyptian President 
behaved sagely towards the attack through his telephone 
contacts with officials in Tel Aviv. He also succeeded in 
focusing the attention of the entire world who are dosely 
watching the peace process between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours to the important fact that the attack bore 
unmistakable signs of suspidons — certainly not Egyp- 
tian and perhaps not Arab too. 

Ahmed A1 Jarallah 


NEVE DEKALIM, Gaza, (Reuter): Jewish set- i 
tiers who have built homes on the fringes of the I 
occupied Gaza Strip now want a more potent 
symbol of Israeli control — a settlement in the 1 
heart of its largest Palestinian dty . 

“Looking at practical aspects, you have to see it i 
as just coining home to the state of Israel,*’ said 
Menachem Bethalakhumi, spokesman for the 
council grouping Israeli settlements in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Such a settlement would undoubtedly be seen as 
a provocation inside Israel and abroadiand would 
be unlikely to win approval from the present 
national unity government. 

But Bethalakhumi said he already had a group 
of ex-soldiers volunteering to live inside sprawling 
Gaza city. 

“They are a group of young people who after the 
army want to re-establish the Jewish community ... 
we axe interested in forming a neighbourhood in 
the city of Gaza," he told Reuters. 

Settlers 

Bethalakhumi said prospective settlers would 
have to prove their determination and gain accep- 
tance by one of the organisations that start up new 
communities. 

The move into the heart of a dty of 150,000 
Arabs would be bound to outrage Palestinians, 
whose resistance to 22 years of Israeli occupation 
exploded into a popular uprising that began in a 
Gaza refugee camp in December 1987. 

But the settlers of Gaza see it as a logical exten- 
sion of their programme. 

“I think all the people who live here believe this 
is part of Israel,’’ said Datya Herskovitz, an activ- 
ist for a settlers' organisation. 

Herskovitz foresees a group of about 20 Jewish 
families taking over an apartment building in 
Gaza dty. She does not consider the lack of land a 
problem. 

Living standard 

“I believe it will happen," she told Reuters. 'The 
quicker the better for everyone. It can't go on.” 
The 3,000 Gaza settlers have a Hving standard to 
which few Palestinians — or even Israelis jammed 
in Tel Aviv apartments — could aspire. Having to 
live in fortified encampments is the price they pay. 

At the newest settlement, Kfar Darom, a steel 
observation tower rises beside the guarded 
entrance gate. Triple rows ofbarbed wire reinforce 
the chain-like fence. 

The nearby greenhouse are surrounded by an 
electric fence that carries signs showing a skull and 
crossbones under the words “danger, high vol- 
tage." 

Gaza settlers drive between their 16 settlements 


in cars with reinforced windows along roads con- 
tinually patrolled by the army. 

Although the next Gaza settlement, Dugit, has 
been approved for die spring, the resources of the 
350 square km (135 square mile) territory are 
already overtaxed by 650,000 Palestinians. 

Kfar Darom runs two water systems — one for 
drinking, a second for other uses — because the 
aquifer beneath the Gaza Strip has become con- 
taminated with salt water through overpumping. 

Fresh water 

A new pipeline tapping into Israel's national 
water earner, that runs from Lake Galilee in the 
north, is under construction to provide fresh water 
for more settlers and their greenhouses. 

Despite the obstacles to moving into an area 
which is already one of the most congested on 
earth, the settlers believe they will eventually 
replace the present residents. 


“Because there is a big problem here we think it 
is very important for Jews to settle in a place like 
this," said Omit GutvtKg, a 24-year-old mother 
who helped found the Kfar Darom settlement last 
October. 

Although settlers in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip now number more than 70,000, official back- 
ing for a settlement in the heart of Gaza city would 
seem unlikely. 

Yet the case of Hebron, the largest dty in the 
West Bank, could inspire settlers facing govern- 
ment opposition. 

In April 1979 two. dozen families suddenly 
moved into the centre of the Palestinian dty. Alter 
10 months the government gave them permission 
to stay. 

More than a decade later the Jewish settlers are 
still in Hebron, surrounded by barbed wire and 
watched over 24 hours a day by Israeli soldiers. 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 7,1990 


Letters to the editor 


Be accessible 

SIR: Over the later half of the last decade, the 
Indian embassy in Kuwait ha $ been responding 
to the needs of the large Indian expatriate 
population of over 150.000 positively. The 
entire Indian expatriate population had whole- 
heart edlywelcomed far-reaching reformsin die 
running of the embassy in the interest of the 
poorer sections which constitute almost 70 per 
cent of the expatriate Indian population. These 
have been in no .small measures due to the 
persistent efforts made by the various com- 
munity organisations. 

To cite a couple of examples, the opening of 
the evening counsellor services, the embassy's 
preparedness to rise up to any crises such as 



■n rrRiyi nrmj m resin iT< 


lies who look up to the embassy as their last 
resort of salvation have all earned the apprecia- 
tion of the Indian community in general. 

However, this healthy stale of affairs has 
taken a nose-dive since the middle of the last 
year with a change at the helm of the counsellor 
whig of the embassy. The poor construction 
workers, cleaners, the unskilled and 
uneducated employees who until then had free 
access to the highest authority in the counsellor ' 
wing, axe now being treated as inconsequential 
and second-rate Indian citizens. These doors, 
appear to have been closed to the destitute and 
down-trodden, and open up only for the select 
privileged few. 

Even the Indian prime minister with all his 
heavy responsibility is easily accessible to the 
pooreverydayoftheyear. Is it then too much to 
ask of the senior embassy officials, whose very 
presence here is to cater to Lhe needs of the 
Indian expatriate community, that they come 
down from their high pedestal. 

In this regard, 1 would like to suggest the 
following. Any applicant seeking redressal or 
audience with a particular officer in connection 
with his counselling needs should not be shun- 
ted frompiller to post as is being done now and 
should have free access. 

The senior officers in the counsellor wing 
should come out of their ivory towers to the 
counters to see and understand and solve the 
problems on the spot. This could be done 
during a specified duration of the day. 

Many of the counsellor problems referred to. 
the embassy drag on for inordinate periods. 




should be solved. 


‘ An aggrieved worker^ 
(Name & address supplied). 


Jewish settlers: nothing but trouble 
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De Klerk, Mandela 
put nerves to test 

CAPETOWN. (Reuter): South Africa's mo political giants. President F.W. de 
Klerk and jaded nationalist Nelson Mandela, are waging a war of nerves as they 


andela's surprise rejection of South Africa’s offer of imminent freedom has 
tempered some of the euphoria which greeted the President's l an dmar k packa ge 
of poli deal reforms announced in an address to Parliament last Friday. 

De Klerk took a giant leap cowards conciliation with the anti-apartheid 
movement by liftmga 30-year ban on the African National Congress (ANC) and 
offering to release Mandeb within days from his life sentence for plotting to 
overthrow while rule. 

Bui Mandeb's wife Winnie said after a meeting on Sunday with the jailed 
ANC leader he would not accept freedom until South Africa’s three-year-old 
state of emergency had been lifted. 

Political analysts said Mandeb's demands for further pre-conditions 
smacked of brinkmanship rather than a sign South Africa was about to lapse 
back into a political stalemate. 

"1 still think Mandeb will be out in a week, or at the blest in two weeks," said 
Professor Willie Breytenbach. political scientist at Stellenbosch University. 

“Mandela's release will bring an end to the time for pre-conditions. That time 
is effectively over." he told Reuters. 

He added that De Klerk, who has yet to respond to Mandela, would probably 
bide his time and give Mandeb his freedom shortly when he wanted to give hu 
international image a further boost. 

Stalemate 

Professor Robert Scbrire. political scientist at Cape Town University, said the 
prospect of a stalemate was still there if Maodeb was determined to push De | 
Klerk to the limit. 

But he said be though! negotiations would resume shortly. 

“If Nelson Mandeb has changed the tone of his demands, it may complicate 
De Klerk's position. But 1 think this problem is going to be resolved very 
quickly he said. 

Schri re said the state of emergency, which gives South Africa's security forces 
sweeping powers, was receding as an issue in the debate between black and white 
leaders. 

"There is sufficient provision on the statute books to maintain law and order. 

\ think De Klerk kept the state of emergency as a sop to the right wing." he 
added. 

Mandeb has promised to release a statement soon covering his position on 
the state of emergency. 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1554 — T f oops under Sir Thomas Wyatt march on London. 
1793 — Austria and Prussia sign alliance against France. 

1816 — Simon Bolivar is entrusted by Congress of New 
Grenada with political and military control in invasion of 
Venezuela from Haiti. 

1831 — Belgian constitution is proclaimed. 

1920 — Admiral Alexander Koltchak is executed by Soviet 
communists. 

1932 — Scandinavian countries. Belgium and the Netherlands 
agree to economic cooperation. 

1944 — German forces launch assault on Allies* Anzio bridgh- 
ead in World War II. 

1947 — British proposal for dividing Palestine into Arab and 
Jewish zones with administration as trusteeship is rejected by 
Arabs and Jews. 

1962 — Coal mine explosion in Saarbrueckcn. Germany, takes 
lives of 298 miners. 

1969 — Nigerian planes bomb and strafe crowded market in 




1971 — us Apollo 14 astronauts speed toward splashdown is 
Pacific Ocean after their visit to moon. 

1974 — Britain giants independence to snail Caribbean island 
of Grenada. 

1986 — Haiti's president-far-life Jeaa-Claude Duvaher goes 
into exile, ending 29-year family dynasty in that Caribbean 
republic. 

1988 — Panamanian General Manuel Antonio Noriega says 
drug charges levelled against him in United States are “false” 
and “foolhardy." 

1989— Poland's Solidarity leader Lech Walesa says he will not 
press for completely freeelections during talks with authorities- 


KOMOTINL Greece, (AP): Centuries-old tensions 
are flaring in this long-disputed border region, 
threatening to poison relations between Greece and 
Turkey. 

The imprisonment of two prominent ethnic Turk- 
ish activists has polarised the Greek- and Turkish- 
speaking communities, which have coexisted 
uneasily in the flat, fertile lands of Western Thrace 
since the decline of the Byzantine Empire. 

In late January, Greek Christians attacked Turk- 
ish-speaking Muslim protesters in this provincial 
capital, then went on a rampage, shattering the 
windows of Muslim-owned shops. 

The violence was the region's worst since Greece 
and Turkey made formal peace in 1923 after a 
century of intermittent wars. 

The dispute over the 120,000-strong Mushm min- 
ority has plunged relations to their lowest point 
since the Nato allies nearly went to war over 
territorial rights in the Aegean Sea in 1987 . 

“The Muslim minority is the most dangerous 
issue between Greece and Turkey," said Yannis 
Valinakis, deputy director of fhe Hellenic Founda- 
tion for Defence and Foreign Policy, an Athens- 
based research institute. 

“We are talking about a time bomb. This is 
something that won't just fade away." 

Crossroads 

Thrace, a rich agricultural region sitting at Lhe 
crossroads of Europe and Asia, was taken from the 
Byzantine Empire by the Ottoman Turks in 1361 . 


Greece gained control of the part known as Wes- 
tern Thrace in 1920. After Greece and Turkey finally 
established their borders in 1923 and conducted an 
exchange of populations, the Turkish-speaking 
community in Western Thrace became the last 
reminder of centuries of Turkish rule of Greece. 

Christians fear that the Turkish-speaking 
Muslims will try to seek union with Turkey. 

The legacy of Turkish control is still obvious in 
Komotiru, where hymns to Allah play from min- 
arets sandwiched between drab apartments. 

Muslim women in traditional headscarves and 
black dresses Gil the narrow streets of the town. 


Art Buchwald 


which is 100 kilometres (60 miles) from Turkey. 

The Turkish-speaking Muslims form a slight 
majority in Komotini and the surrounding villages. 

But they claim they are targets of discrimination 
from the Greek-speaking Christians who dominate 
the local government and control the issuing of 
permits to buy property, put up buildings and drive 
tractors. 

There axe no laws establishin g discrimination, but 
in practice this (equality) is not so," said Ahmet 
Sadik, 43, a Muslim activist, in a recent interview 
before his imprisonment. 

The long-simmering tensions in Western Thrace 
surfaced last June when Sadik was elected to the 
Greek Parliament, strongly supported by state-run 
Turkish media. 

Local Christians and national political leaders 
both charged that Sadik and Turkey were conspir- 
ing to increase T urkish influence in the region. 

Sadik stirred pride and nationalism by referring 
to the minority as Turkish-MusUms — something 
forbidden under a 1987 Greek Supreme Court • 
decision. Greece considers the community a 
religious minority, rather than an ethnic one. 

Sadik and another Muslim politician, Ibrahim 
Sherif, were convicted on Jan 25 of stirring up 
Christian-Muslim hostility and sentenced to 18 
months in prison. 

Demonstration 

Outraged Muslims held a demonstration that was 
broken up by Christians shouting "go back to 
Turkey." 

The Christians also protested that the Islamic 
minarets had broadcast a hymn .a day earlier to 
Mohammed the Conqueror, the Turkish emperor 
who sacked Constantinople in 1453, bringing most 
of the Greek-speaking world under Turkish domin- 
ation. 

The ethnic unrest in Komotini prompted Turkey 
to issue strong protests to Greece and write to the 
UN secretary -general complaining that the min- 
ority was oppressed. Greece accused Turkey of 
intervening in a domestic affair. 


Tendon grew as Greece expelled the Turkish 
consul in Komotini, accusing him of inflammatory 
statements, andTuikey threwout the Greek consul- 
general. 

The dispute came on top of long-ranting feuds 
between the neighbours over the future of the island 
of Cyprus and air and sea rights in the Aegean. Both 
issues have nearly led to wars. 

The Komotini disturbances have touched on old 
Greek insecurities about the country that once ruled 
iL 

“It is evident that (Turkey) is mtensiiymg its 
efforts to organise the Muslim dement,” wrote 
Mihalis Dountas, the former ambassador to 
Cyprus, in the respected Athens political review 
Anti. 

Threat 

“The minority is steadily becoming a spearhead 
for Turkish expansionism and therefore a serious 
threat to our national security," he wrote, echoing a 
common Greek view. 

. .Turkey says it simply wants to protect lhe 
interests of flu minority. 

Both Turkey and Greece agreed in the 1923 
Treaty of Lausanne to protect the minorities 
re ma i n i n g in each country frotn the days ofTurldsh 
rule. 

Bat claims of oppression have been frequent on 
both sides. 

In September 1955, riots erupted in Istanbul 
aimed at the prosperous community of 100,000 
ethnic Greeks in Turkey. 

Greece refuses to consider the Muslims e thni c 
T urks, butit recen tly acknowledged for the first time 
that the minority may have grievances that have 
been ignored. 

To indicate its concern, the go vemmen tpro mise d 
after the Komotini disturbances to pump S213 
million in development aid into Western Thrace. 

Mufti Metso Cemali, Komotini's Muslim 
religious leader, and Christian moderates have said 
the ethnic tensions will only be overcome with more 
development of the area, winch is isolated from the 
large markets of Athens and Salonica. 


unemployed Egyptian and Iranian workers 
who stand waiting for some car to come and 

pick them up. . : .. .. * •, 

- ;; This has been the owe for q uite a while -now. - . ” 
Though l pity their fete, stiU it is not a pretty 
sight to see scores of men running towards any 
car that comes and stops near them. 

Kuwaitis theland ofthe prosperous so why is 
there so much underemployment and why are 
these people unemployed? Shouldn’t there be 
some kind of employment exchange that' - 
should register these people and find suitable , 
jobs for them? After all people do come to ! 
Kuwait to work and have a belter future. 

I am not against them, but something must 
be done for them. There is something known as 
‘a sight for sore eyes’ but this ‘sight sores the- 
eyes;’, " 

This system of partial employment must be 
slopped and pennenant jobs must be provided 4 
to them. 

. Sohail Javtd Butt 
Kuwait 


Good show 



Car phone becomes addiction 


LIKE so many people, Robert Shoun acquired a 
cellular phone m 1990. This cazne as a surprise to his 
friends because Shoun hates phones and he never 
answered his calls in the past. Thine is no doubt that 
Bob is enjoying fads new toy. I know this because he 
called me four times in one day. 

“How is every thing with you?" he wanted to 
know. 

“That's a stupid question. Bob. Why are you 
calling!?" 

“i got this new car phone and I have to ring 
somebody" 

"You never telephoned when I need you,” I told 
him. Now I hear from you all the time." 

On hold 

Bob sounded defensive. "Can I help itifi prefer to 
call from my cai? I just don’t like doing it from the 
office." 

“If you have to talk to someone, why don't you 
call your wife?" 

“She isn't taking my calls any more. She took her 
telephone off the hook two weeks ago." 

“Surely you have somebusmess buddies you can 
gel in touch with," 1 said. 


“I do," he answered. “But most of them are 
putting me on hold. They figure any one who calls 
from a car phone doesn't have much todo. Give me a 
break — talk to me for the next three blocks." 

“I ran out of things to say after you went through 
a red light on K street last week. Bob, you should 
have thought of how many people would answer 
your calls before yon bought the telephone." . 

“I did, but the ones {counted on let me down. You 
would think they'd be eager to converse with 
someone who was gridlock ed in front of the White 
House.” 

“They are, but sometimes your phone fades out 
on them. Bob, and that can be very annoyingJ" 

“Who told you that my phone faded our?" Bob 
asked. 

"Michael Kahme. He said that every time you 
rmg him up, you pass a dead spot and he can't hear a 
word you re saying." 

“He's just making it up. I am known to everyone 
because of the clarity of my calls.” 

"Bob, l have to go. JoeCalifano is calling me from 
his car and he gets nervous when I leave mm hang- 
ing.” 

“It'S okay with me. I’m goingto be busy. I have to 


dial lie weather service and then 911 and after that 
the 800 number to order cut-rate Pavarotti records." 

“You’d be better off forgetting the phone gnd 
listening to your radio." 

Cellular 

Y ou don’ t understand, a cellular phone has to be 
used. I keep looking at it and I know that there is 
someone out there waiting to hrar from me. May be 
m call information in San Antonio.” 


“Do you know anyone in San Antonio?" 

“No, bnt it would be nice to find out how many 
Shouns live in Texas.” 

“Tell me. Bob. Have you ever made a call that 
couldn't wait -until you readied the office?” 

“I don't th in k so, but I 've made many to people 
who were terribly impressed when they found out 
that I was calling from my car. Once you have a 
phone in your automobile, others respect you for 
whovou really are ” 

“That's probably true. Can I go now?" 

“Okay, bnt yon better take my car number if you 
get the urge to talk to me.” 

“Why would I want to do that?” 

“To thank me for using AT&T.** 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate 


SIR: I am a regular viewer of the series 
“The Silk Route of the Sea" on Tuesdays on 
KTV 2. 

This series is giving me a good knowledge of 
the sea route found centuries ago and also the 
knowledge about dudes on these routes, their ’ 
cultures and the history of the ports of several 
countries and 1 wish to convey my thanks to the 
KTV authorities for showing this excellent 
educational series. 

But I saw that after reaching Dubai, the series 
went to Muscat and from Muscat to Karachi 
without showing other Gulf ports. The pearl 
trading was a thriving business in the Gulf and I 
don't know the reason why it was not shown. 

H.&Rao 

Safat 


ALL Letters to the Editor, must contain the 
writer's name and address. Publication is at 
the discretion of the Editor and letters are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
other reasons. 


Quote me 

I hope to heal in a hurry. I hope to room to 
playing. I hope to continue being a player. J 
do not even want to think about my life 
without soccer. Please don't ask me the 

usual question, don’t ask me when' 1- will a 

r etur n, I don’t know,” — Co mere Dello Sporto quoted >■ 
Gullit as saying. 

* * * 

"How would history, judge a generation that has all the 
means to feed the population of the planet and would 
refuse to do so in a blind fratricide?'’ — the Pope asked in a 
keynote speech at the headquarters of the seven-nation 
West African Economic Community. 

• • * 

"After the leaders of the (Christian) eastern enclave 
refused to take part in President Hirawfs adminis tration, 
we see no pointinourpartidpationin that cabinet because 
it failed to become a government of national reconcilia- 
tion,’’ — a Falangc Party statement on the withdrawal of 
George Saadeh from Hirawi’scabmeL 
* * • 

"This wild exodm is directed against more than one front 

and is taking various forms that- leads us to believe feat 
there is a new aggression bring waged by world Zionism 
against the whole Arab nation,"— a Saudi newspaper on 
tmJewishexodustolsradfhmttheSovieiUtuotL- ' 

• * # 1 . 

"j*“fe® name of children, women and 
Moezly, stop the massacre, .have mercy on 

M feiverihg in shelters fMf 

without electricity and water. ^ a Beirut 

on th, WGnagea _ H 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Dollar 

dives 

again 

LONDON, Feb 6, (AP): The 
dollar finished lower against 
most major currencies in 
European trading today, depres- 
sed by broad interest in the West 
German mark and worries about 
large US treasury bond sale later 
m the week. 

Gold was lower. 

The dollar was quoted at 
2.6570 Deutsche marks this 
afternoon, down from 1.6670 
late Monday in London. 

In Tokyo, the dollar fell 0.70 
yen to closed at 144.90 yen. 
Later, in London, it was quoted 
at 145.10 yen. 

Dealers said confidence in the 
dollar has been shaken by uncer- 
tainty over Japanese interest in 
sales of 10-year and 30-year 
treasury bonds on Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

However, they said the 
primary action in tne market has 
been a broad return to marks 
after a bout of short-dollar 
covering against the West Ger- 
man currency in afternoon deal- 
ings. 

“There was a bit of a short 
squeeze" on the dollar, said John 
Wastell, a corporate dealer at 
Bank of America in London. 
“But we expect the dollar to slay 
under pressure. The covering has 
cleared room for fresh selling" 
against the mark. 

While the dollar weakened 
against the yen, dealers 
anticipate the US currency will 
remain firm in the run-up to 
Japanese national elections on 
Feb 18. 


WORLD STOCK 
ROUNDUP 


SYDNEY, Jon 6, (Reuters): Stocks ended 
slightly firmer with trading listless due to 
the absence of solid leads from overseas. 
The AH Ordinaries index rose 2.3 io 
1,668.9. 

TOKYO: Prices dosed firmer but off their 
highs after profit-taking replaced bouts of 
index-linked buying by investment trust 
funds. Political uncertainty kept investors 
edgy. Tbe Nikkei firmed 35.42 to 
37 066 

MONO KOttCU Improved sentiment led a 
small rally in share prices, with the Hong 
Seng index gaining 36.22 to dose at 
2,7922*9. Turnover rose to 753.57 million 
HKdoHara. 

SINGAPORE: Shares closed firmer but 
bdow their highs. Trading was active a 
number of technical breakdowns in the 
morning. The Straits Times industrial 
index rose 6 .47 points to dose at 1 .582.70. 
BOMBAY: Shares ended lower even 
though slate-owned investment trusts 
prevented the market from an early slump 
sparked by skirmishes on the Indis-Pakis- 
Mn border. 


Money inflow 
drops to IMF 

WASHINGTON, Feb 6. (AP): 
The International Monetary 
Fund collected $3.07 billion 
more than it lent out Iasi year, a 
drop from the S5.4 billion of 
1988. according to Figures made 
available Monday. 

One of the biggest sources of 
lending to the Third World, the 
fund has been criticised in recent 
jears because it has been taking 
m more than it puts out at a lime 
when poor countries are in finan- 
cial trouble. 

‘The figures suggest that on a 
global basis the fund is still suck- 
ing more money from developing 
countries than it is putting in." 
said Richard Feinberg. vice 
president of the Overseas 
Development Council, a private 
study group. 

“So it's worsening rulher than 
improving their financial resour- 
ces." 

But he added that some well- 
financed countries — he named 
Mexico. Bolivia and Guatemala 
— are getting more from the fund 
than they are paying out. 

In an interview, Feinberg 
agreed with international mon- 
etary officials in attributing the 
inflow to repayments from big 
loans the fund made in the early 
and mid-1980s. 

Iran to export 
Moscow 


Bonn budget for East Germany set off unity spending spree 


as to 


ZQSIA, Feb 6, (Reuter): Iran 
I today il was ready to begin 
orting eight million cubic 
[res (282 million cubic feet) of 
a day to the Soviet Union in 

From April 1. eight million 
iic metres of gas will be expor- 
to the Soviet Union subject to 
Soviet Union's readiness," 
tran radio quoted the director 
he state-owned national gas 
ipany as saying, 
ran has previously said 
,ons would start at two 
lion cubic metres (70 million 
tic feet) and rise to three 
lion cubic metres ( 105 million 
« feet) after a year. The radio 
ort. received m Nicosia, did 
elaborate. 


Kohl backs talks on 


BONN, Feb 6, (Reuter): West 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said today he favoured 
immediate talks with East Ger- 
many on setting up a currency 
union between the two countries. 

He was speaking after meeting 
members of his Christian 
Democratic Party (CDU) 
parliamentary faction. 

“The West German govern- 
ment is prepared to enter into 
immediate negotiations with 
East Germany on a currency 
union with economic reforms," 
he said. 

Kohl said his cabinet would 
discuss the proposal tomorrow. 

West Germany’s powerful 
Bundesbank Central Bank 
opposes the rapid creation of a 
currency union between rich 
West Germany and the collaps- 
ing East German economy as 


premature. 

Karl Otto PoehL president of 
the Frankfurt-based Bundes- 
bank, repeated his objections 
today after meeting his East Ger- 
man counterpart, Horst Kamin- 
sky, in East Berlin. 

in a currency union. East 
Berlin would effectively cede 
power over many of its economic 
policies to Frankfurt even before 
the two states merge. 

West Germany plans to spend 
nearly seven billion marks ($4.2 
billion) in its first budget for East 
Germany to rescue the country 
from collapse. Finance Ministry 
sources said today. 

The budget, expected to be 
presented on Feb 14 as a sup- 
plement to the federal budget, 
could trigger a major spending 
spree to finance reunification. 


economists said. 

This prospect dominated trad- 
ing today on Frankfurt's stock 
and bona markets, with shares 
rising on hopes of big company 
profits ahead and bond prices 
tumbling on fears the spending 
spree could spark higher infla- 
tion and interest rates. 

Senior ministry sources said 
Finance Minis ter Theo Weigel's 
plans for East Germany would 
boost Bonn’s budget deficit in 
1990 to 33 3 billion marks (520.3 
billion), 6.6 billion marks ($4 
billion) more than planned. 

“This is just the tip of the 
iceberg," said Glenn Davies, 
joint chief economist at Credit 
Lyonnais Securities in London. 

The supplementary budget 
will be presented when East Ger- 
man Prime Minister Hans 
Modrow visits Bonn on Feb 13 



union 



Helmut Kohl 

and 14 for talks with Helmut 
KohL 

Both men hinted at a business 
conference in Davos, Swit- 


new steps for Westertfaid to East 
Germany would be announced 
during the visit. ■ 

Economists agree West Ger- 
many has no choice but to spend, 
more on East Germany if it 
wants the two states to unite — 
but some fear Bonn’s commit- 
meats might prove difficult to 
finance if they snowball. 

“This is a situation unique in 
West Germany’s history,'’ one 
finance ministry source said. 

‘The seven billion marks (S422 
billion) budget is no problem for 
the capital markets,* said Diet- 
mar Viertel, chief economist at 
merchant bank Tiznkaus Und 
Burckhardt in Duesseldorf. : 
“But there are fears that these 
commitments will grow strongly 
in the next years," be added. 
Bonn’s biggest outlays are 2. 15 


billion marks ($1.29 btDion) to 
subsidise the exchange rate for 
East Germans visiting West Ger- 
many. 

Another two billion marks 
($1 .20 trilGonJare set aside as an 
emergency fimd to help East 
Germans jnwn igfatin g liere. 

“You simply can't .calculate 
now what one. might need later 
for the immigrants,” one source ■ 
said, adding that Waigel hoped . 
not to have to draft another imp- - 
plementary budget this year. 

East Germans are so bitter at 
the foot-dragging ; pac* of. 
political and economic reform in 
their country that up to 2,000 are 
arriving in West Germany every 
day. • 

The budget- also includes 
allocations for improving trans- 
port links, rescuing East Ga- 


sman company ihvestmeiit . 
providing low' interest rate 
credits and vital humanitarian 
aid. • • .-■■■ 

- ■ East GennanEconanrics Min-. 
{ster Christa Luflaskedthe Bonn 
government on Monday for up 
to >5 billion marks(S9 billion) of 
grants, double the size -of 

Wain’s supplementary, budget. 

West Germany is lucky to have 
a booming economy, with.- 
'growth forecast at more than 
three per cent this year, to boost 
lax revenues that can finance 
some of the extra spending- 

But higher tax revenues can- 
not hope to Keep pace with what 
West Germany - may have to 
spend on East Germany, mean- 
ing that the government will have 
to issue more bonds: (Seo PsflD 
12) : 


Lower production likely to drive up prices 

Opec cuts oil 
output sharply 


BRUSSELS, Belgium. Feb 6, 
(AP): Opec nations cut oil 
production sharply last month 
but they still weren't able to bring 
the flow down to their newly 
imposed output limit, according 
to estimates released today. 

The International Energy 
Agency said in its monthly oil 
market report that die 13 Opec 
nations produced an estimated 
23.3 million barrels of crude a 
day in January, about 700,000 
barrels below the previous mon- 
th's level. 

"The bulk of theoutputreduc- 
tion occurred in Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates," the report said. 

The ministers of the Organiza- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries last November set 
their output ceiling at 22 million 
barrels a day for the first half of 
this year. 1 1 had been 20.5 million 
barrelsaday in thelastquarterof 
1989. 


Analysts had expected the 
producing nations to rein in 
production even more in January 
to try to meet the new production 
cap. 

“Although Opec's crude oil 
output in January has been well 
above the expectations based on 
the new production ceilings set 
by Opec, the oil market has not 
yet shown any significant indica- 
tions of oversupply," said the 
energy agency report. 

Nick AntiU, analysts at the 
London firm of County Natwest, 
said he had a "strong suspicion” 
that this month's output would 
show “little change” from Jan- 
uary.He said there has been “no 
serious effort to cut" back on 
production. 

But Pierre Tertian, editor of 
the Paris-based newsletter 
jpetrostrategies, predicted 
production would be higher in 
February. “It is increasing ... that 
is undeniable,'’ he said. 


Oil prices soared early in Jan- 
uary but have sfipped some since 
then. 

The average price of a basket 
of crudes monitored by Opec was 
recorded at S19.56 a barrel in 
the last week of January. It rea- 
ched $20.46 in the first week of 
last month. 

Despite the decline, the price is 
still well above Opec’s target of 
S18. 

West Texas Intermediate, the 
benchmark American crude, has 
been trading in the range of S22 
to $23 a barrel. 

Some analysts believe key 
production, countries, : like.. 
Kuwait, want to keep prices 
around the $18 mark partly to 
discourage non-Opec countries 
from muscling in on their share 
of the world oil market. High 
prices would attract more 
producers. Lower production 
would likely drive up prices. 
Strong production would tend to 


weaken them. 

The energy agency report 
estimated demand for Opec oil 
would shrink from an estimated 
22.7 million barrels a day in the 
first quarter of this year to 19.8 
million barrels in the second 
three months. 

Total world demand was 
estimated at 53.9 million bands 
a day in die January-March 
period and 51 million barrels in 
the Aprfl-Jnne period. 

The report estimated produc- 
tion by Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest crude exporter, at 5.3 
million barrels aaay last month, 
in line with its individual output 
quotafbr the first half oftbeyear. 

Production by the United 
Arab Emirates was estimated at2 
million barrels a day in January 
well over its cap of LI million 
barrels. 

The report set Iran's supply at 
2.9 million barrels a day in Jan- 
uary and Iraq’s at 3.1 million. 


Japanese told to buy oil directly 

Nippon to buy more crude from S.Arabia 


SINGAPORE Feb 6, (Reuter): Saudi Arabia is urging 
Japanese refineries to buy its crude oil directly in an effort 
to get at least one Toot in Japan's lucrative oil refining and 
retailing market, oil industry sources said today. 

Most Japanese refineries currently buy Saudi Arabian 
crude either through Mitsubishi Corp. a large Japanese 
trading house, or the major oil companies. 

During 4 visit to Japan lost month, Saudi Arabian Oil 
Minuter His ham Nazer told Japanese firms it was the 
kingdom's intention to avoid intermediaries and have 
direct deals with the refiners in tbe future, tbe sources said. 

“At this moment they don't intend to push us to change 
our supply route but infuture it is their intention to start 
direct deals with us," said one Japanese refiner. 

He said Saudi Arabia sees direct deals as a way to expand 
its relationships in the refining and distribution, or down- 
stream, market and secure stable outlets for its crude. 

“There will be no significant change in the near future 
but there are many possibilities for them to expand busi- 
ness here," he said. 

During talks with Japanese oil firms in January. Nazer 
asked for suggestions for joint ventures to handle refining 
and marketing, sources said. 

Japan's Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
(MIT!) has told Saudi Arabia and Kuwait on several 
occasions that Japan will a Dow them to participate in 
downstream activity in exchange for a stable oil supply and 
concessions to explore for new oil in their countries. 

Japan, which imports more than 90 per cent of its crude 
oil, restricts foreign investment in the oil business to 
protect domestic refiners and distributors. 

However, ongoing M1TI deregulation of the industry 
may pave the way for either oil producers or majors to join 


in the downstream business, Tokyo oil industry sources 
have said. 

But refiners who have dose links to major oil companies 
may prefer to continue purchasing Saudi crudes through 
them, at least for the time being, because they are more 
flexible about tbe grade of oil supplied. 

Nippon Oil Co Ltd is increasing its purchases of Saudi 
Crude through Cal toe. to 140,000 bands per day (bpd) in 
1990 from 50,000 bpd in 1989. oil industry source said. 
Almost all the traditional volume supplied by Caltex will 
be Saudi Arabia's light or extra light Bern crudes, they 
said. 

“When we have direct deals with Saudi Arabia we have 
to lift about 40 percent ofheavy type crude,' ' said a refiner. 

The light Middle East crudes are in strong demand, 
particularly in winter when Kcrosine for heating is expen- 
sive. 

Industry sources said Cosmo Oil Co Ltd, which curren- 
tly buys 20,000 bpd of Saudi crude through Mitsubishi, 
intends to sign a direct contract with Saudi Arabia m the 
near future. 

“But Cosmo will have to terminate their arrangement 
with Mitsubishi so this move has to be co-ordmateo, " said 
one source. 

Idemitsu Kosan Co Ltd started buying 50,000 bpd of 
Saudi crudes directly on January t. It also stopped its 
liftings of 30,000 bpd through Chevron Corp and 
decreased its purchases through Mitsubishi by 50 per cent 
to 20,000 bpd. 

Mitsubishi now has a contract to buy 80,000 bpd of 
Saudi crude on behalfof six Japanese refiners. Kyodo Oil 
Co Ltd has a separate contract to buy 50,000 bpd of Saudi 
crude. 


Lawson joins aircraft leasing firm 

Lawson's appointment coincided with the announ- 
cement that the group's net profits for the nine months 
ended December 31, 1989, had jumped 63 per cent to 
S179.4 million. 

Revenues were up 72 per cent at $1.25 billion and 
comings per share at S3 1. 10 were up 51 percent. 

Last A pril the group announced me world's biggest ever 
commercial airline deal, an order for 300 jets worth an 
estimated $17 billion. 

Multimillionaire Ryan has an 8.1 per cent share in the 
pri va tely -ownedcompan y whose shareholders range from 
the Irish state airline Aer Ungus to Japan’s Mitsubishi 
Tmst Bank and the Prudential Insurance Co. of America. 

It now leases S3 billion worth of aircraft around the 
world. Its portfolio comprises more than 200 aircraft on 
lease to 64 airlines in 35 countries. 


SHANNON. Ireland. Feb 6. (Reuter): Nigd Lawson, who 
resigned as British Chancellor of the Exchequer last 
October, joined the board of Guinness Peat Aviation 
today os the Irish-based company announced a 63 percent 
jump in nine-month profits. 

Lawson, who quit the British cabinet after a row with 
Prime Minister Margaret Thaicher over economic policy, 
is to become a non-executive director of the company, the 
world's biggest aircraft leasing firm. 

It was the second job taken up by Lawson in tbe private 
sector within a week. Last Thursday he joined Barclays 
Bank as a main board director and part-time advisor. 

Tony Ryan, the Tipperary railwayman's son who foun- 
ded Guinness Peat Aviation 15 years ago with just $50,000 
of share capital, hailed Lawson as “one of the world's 
foremost economic and financial thinkers." 


$560m Alba 
loan to 
GlC-group 

THE terras of the mandate recen- 
tly awarded by Alba to the GIC 
co-ordinated group for the $560 
million loan are as follows. A 
final maturity of 1 0 years and 13 
equal semi-annual repayments 
commencing 4 years from sign- 
ing. The interest margin will be 
3/8 per cent per annum over 
Libor for the first 3 years and 1/2 
per cent per annum for the 
remaining 7 years. 

A commitment fee of 0. 1 5 per 
cent per annum is repayable on 
the available portion and 0.10 
per cent per annum is payable on 
the designated unavailable por- 
tion. A front end fee will be.paid 
to each participant in the loan 
dependent upon the level of par- 
ticipation. 

In addition to the $560 million 
commercial loan, there will be 
export credits provided by 
various countnes totalling 
approximately 5475 million. 
These exports credits will also be 
available to the lenders in the 
$560 million loan. 

The banks in the mandated 
group are Gulf Investment Cor- 

S jration (GIC), Arab Banking 
orpo ration (ABC). Arab Bank 
Limited, Bank ofTokyo, Banque 
Paribas, Industrial Bank of 
Japan. Mitsubishi Bank, 
National Commercial Bank 
(Saudi Arabia), Riyad Bank 
Sumitomo Bank and Manufac- 
turers Hanover. Major roles are 
as follows: GIC — Information 
Memorandum, signing 
ceremony; ABC — agent, 
documentation; Manufacturers 
Hanover Bookrunner, publi- 
city. 


Algeria to 
speed up 
economic 
reforms 

ALGIERS, Feb 6, ^Renter): 
Economy Minister! Ghazi 

Hedouci painted a grim picture of 
tbe Algerian economy today and 
vowed to speed np reform of tbe 
public sector. _ 

“We want to speed economic 
reforms essential to confront the 


skm of economic parameters,” he 
told a conference of pnbik sector 
managers. . . 

President Chadli Beojedid 
launched sweeping reforms of tbe 
public sector m the mid-1980s, 
scrapping central pbnmng and 
mtrodndi^maitetmedMudsms. • 

Brt tbe reforms have met resis- 
tance from entrenched interests 
and a ware of strikes since 
political libendisation hut year. 

Hedond said inflation was ris- 
ing too fast and spoke of growing 
impatience at the slow pace of 
ec onom ic reform. 

^*It is bo .longer' a question of 
debating the necessity of econ- 
omic reforms or their content Tbe 
question of the boor is applying 
them,” be said. 

A planning council report 
presented to tbe conference said 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
rose 2J8 per cent in 1989, about tbe 
same as in 1988. 

But tbe rise was doe largely to 
Improved world prices for 
Algeria’s main exports, oH and 
gas, and masked a 2.7 per cent 
drop hi non-hydrocarbon indus- 
trial production. 

Overall output excluding 
hydrocarbons and agriculture 
rose 0.7 per cent compared with a 
five per cent target. Investment 
needed to revive the economy fell 
1.5 per cent instead of toe projec- 
ted 5Ji per cent growth. 

“Resofts from the year show 
oar objectives were in genera! not 
reached,” the report said. 

Inflation frit 13 per cent, “des- 
pite the freeze in products of 
necessity and the increase in goods 
available.” Price hikes have been 
(belled by decontrol measures fin- 
ked to the reforms, a gaping bud- 
get deficit, excess Humify and 
black mariket speculation. 

The reforms aim to torn 
Algeria's 459 state e nt er pri ses — 
nearly three-quarters of which 
lose money — into independent 
profit centres, but only 240 hve so 
far become autonomous. 

For 1990 the government tar- 
gets GDP growth of 4j6 per cent, 
an investment fade of 5.1 per cent 
and a S3, per cent rise in produc- 
tion outside the agricultural and 
hydrocarbons sectors. 


Currency 

devalued 

BUCHAREST. Feb 6. (Reuter): 
Bn mmiB hacriwn In f tf jlc n rn wiey. unify, 
mg its former two-tier system into a. amide 
rate of 21 lei to tbe dotier, tbe Roma man 
National Bank said today. 

The bank announced m tbe newspaper 
Romania Libera that with effect from 
February 1 ibe loaiiu ai non-commcrdaJ 

latefor the Jen had been devalued by 58 3& 
per oe« (o 21 to the dollar from 8-74. 

The commercial rate was devalued by 
3124 per cezu to 21 from 1413 to the 
dollar. 


US suppliers to play major role in Jetstream 41 programme 


WASHINGTON, Feb 6. (UPI): British 
Aerospace Monday said that US compan- 
ies have been selected to provide nearly 
half of the major systems for the ncwlv 
launchcd Jetstream 41 aircraft 
programme. 

Of the 22 corporations signed for the 
programme. 10 are from the United States, 
equaling the number of British companies 
with major contracts. British Aerospace 
said it believes more US businesses will be 
involved with the programme as 
additional supplier decisions are made. 

In May. British Aerospace announced a 


$210.6 million go-ahead for the 29-seat 
Xestream 41 airlmer to be built alongside 
the 19-seat Jetsueam Super 31. 

The first flight of the Jetstream 41 is 
scheuled for March 1991 and deliveries 
should begin in the fail of 1 992. By tbe mid- 
1990s. a combined Jetstream super 31-41 
programme of 55 aircraft is planned, with 
35 jetstream 41s a year. 

British Aerospace said US suppliers 
chosen for the programme include: 
Hydroaire of Burbank. California for 
an anti-skid braking system. 

JC Carter of Costa Mesa. California, for 


a pressure refuelling system and various 
other fuel valves. 

A.M.I. of Colorado Springs, Colorado 
for crew seats. 

■ Lucas Avitron of Maple Heights, Ohio, 
for starter generators. . 

■ Gulfstream Aerospace Tcchnoligies of 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, to design, 
tool and manufacture wings. Engineering 
design and technical support will be 
provided by Gat's parent company Gulf- 
steam aerospace of Savannah, Georgia. 

■ Garrett engine divirion of allied Signal 
Aerospace Co. of Phoenix Arizona, which 


already supplies engines for the Jetstream 
Super 31, to provide more powerful 
TPE331-14 Turboprop engines for the 
new aircraft. 

■ Honeywell Inc. of Phoenix, for an elec- 
tronic flight mastnzmentation system. 

■ McCauley of Vandalia, Ohio, for five- 
blade aluniumium alloy propellers. 

■ Hartman electrical of Mansfield, Ohio, 
for electrical power distribution units. 

■ Ozone Industries Inc. of Long Island, 
New York, for the undercarriage. Its 
parent company, APPH of Britain, is per- 
forming the design work. 


Bush offers rosy, assessment :■ 

US in excellent 
economic health 


WASHINGTON, Feb 6, (AP): President George Bosh said,.' 

today the Uni ted States is in “excell cat ecxmomichealth’ ’and will- - 
experience “strong, sustained economic growth" for" the ; 
foreseeable future. ' r y 

Bush offered the rosy assessment in the first annual economic - 
report he has submitted: A summary of themeisage was released 
at the White House after Bush signed the document at an Oval - 
Office ceremony. . . .. 

The report broadly spells out the economic principles that 
Bush said win guide his administration. . 

After dispatching the report to Congress, Bush left on a three- 
day trip to the west in an effort to boost public support for his . 
$292 balion defence budget amid demands .from opposition ' 
Democrats for steep spending cuts.. • 

In his report. Bush said, “our exc^aitecxmoauchealto will 
allows us to bufld on the successes of the 198Qsas we prepare for— 
the next century. ■"vj.-'-'tv; 

' “I am confident that the United States can enjoy strong, 
sustained economic growth and use the fruits of that growthto , 
raise living standards^ solve longstanding problems, deal with- " 
new challenges and make the most of new opportunities,*’ Bush " 
said. ■ * 

The President said that since the end of the 1981-82 recession, V 
the United States has experienced the longest peacetime econ-.' 
omic expansion in history, with the creation of 20 nuffion hew V 
jobs. ; * ' 

“The containment of inflahon during* thB .loiig ^gnomic , 
expansion is a milestone in postwar US history, thosimamaiy - 
satdr ; '■■■ : 

"Despite our successes^’’ Bush said, ^c.canxiot.be satisfw^^ 
with simply sustaining the strong record of the 1980s. WemusL. . 
improve on that record, deal with inherited problems andmoet 
the new challenges and seize the. new opportunities before 
He said his primary goal was “to achieve the highest possible . 
rate of sustainable economic growth." ... 

Bush pledged to try to reduce government borrowing by 
slowing the growth of federal spending. He said economic : 
growth would raise revenue to balance die budget and then 
reduce the national debt. 


He also said he would support “a credible, systematic mon- 
etary policy programme that sustains maximum, economic, 
growth while controlling and reducing inflation.” 

In addition. Bush promised to remove federal barriers to 
investment, saying and innovation and work to “avoid unneces- 
sary regulation.” . _ 

The President said the United States would “continue to lead 
the world to freer trade and more open markets, and to snport 
market-oriented reforms around the world." 

Meanwhile the government said today that worker produc- 
tivity slowed in the last three months of 1 989, winding up a year 
with the smallest gain in the hourly output of goods and services 
since 1982. 

Some analysts said the report may set the stage for steeper 
inflation ahead. 

In its report on productivity and costs, the Labour Depart- 
ment said worker output deexeswed by 02 per cent in tbe quarter 
and the number of hours worked fell by 0.4 per cent — the first 
decline since the second quarter of 1986 — while hourly pay 
jumped by neariy 7 per cent. It also warned consumer prices are 
on the rise. 


Mergers at record levels 

NEW YORK, Feb 6, (UPI): Foreign acquisitions of European co mpanies hit 
record levels lost year as US, Japanese and European firms snapped up 2,175 
targets worth at least $50.1 bflEon, a consulting company said Monday. •• 

Noting an apparent acceleration in what it tamed a “c o rporate consolida- 
tion’' process, the European deal review published by Translink^a company 
consulting on cross-border business deals, said the confirmed vahie of acquisi- 
tions in tbe second half of 1989 doubled that of the first half. 

OnthebasisoftltisexpaitsioititsaxdtbeEur(^)eanacxpnsitioQshmgewoaki 

probably widen in the 1990s, 1 

US interests led in acquisitions oFEuropean companies, picking up l85 for a 
disclosed value of $15.27 Union, trailed by the French (168 deals for $10.69 
billion). West Germans (129 deals for S735 billion). I talians (52 deals for $1 .86 
UBkra) and Japanese (55 deals tor SI .64 billion). 

Real totals could be much larger as deal prices were disclosed less than fnm- 
out of JO cases, on avcx&ge, in the fiyc leading nations. 

Activity in the first half of 1989 was dominated by the French who spent a 
disclosed 54.53 billion on acqmritions in the period. But they were overshad- 
owed by heavy US investment of $1 5.26 billion in the second half. 
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A bright decade for gold investment 


Buyers can expect a good return on their investment 


NEW YORK,Feb 6, (UPI): The 1990s 
will see a bull market in gold, but 
investors should be aware that they 
need to proceed cautiously if they want 
to make money on the precious metal, 
analysts say. 

John Brimelow, a gold specialist 
with Keane and Associates in New 
York, said Americans who are think- 
ing about investing in gold should be 
especially cautious because the major 
action comes from the Far East and, to 
a lesser extent, Europe. 

“The bull market in gold has star- 
ted, but the only people who are totally 
confident about it are the technicians, 
the people who follow the charts,” 
Brimelow said. “The market is rigged 
from overseas. The Americans are 
spectators rather than participants.” 

Brimelow said gold has always been 
attractive to investors because of its 


rarity and the high value placed on it. 

“Gold's always been a volatile sub- 
stance,” he said. “It is poorly under- 
stood, evenby those who follow it for a 
living. Investing in it requires a very 
strong stomach. But it will always 
attract people because most of the 
world regards gold as a form of money. 
It's what people are most interested 


In 1934, Congress passed the gold 
reserve act prohibiting Americans 
from privately owning or exchanges 
gold coins and bullion because of a 
gold reserves crisis. 

President Ford signed a law that 
went into effect Dec 31, 1974, once 
again allowing Americans to own 
gold. 

Gold reached a record price of $850 
an ounce Jan 21, 1980. It declined to 
$282 Feb 25, 1985, the lowest price in 


5-1/2 years. The current price for gold 
is about $410 an ounce. 

Analysts indicated that gold would 
move toward the $500-an-ounce mark 
during the decade. 

“I thinV we could see the $500 or 
$510 level tested this year and maybe 
break through.” said Brimelow. 
‘"Whether it will make it is another 
question.” 

James Horne, a professional numis- 
matist in Atlanta, said gold buyers can 
expect a good return cm their invest- 
ment, if they are wilting to be patient 

“Gold is not something I would put 
my money into and try to make a quick 
buck on," saud Horne. “It’s like any 
other investment. You’ve got to use 
money you're not going to need next 
week. 

“Some people buy gold coins and 
come in the next week and try to sell 


them back because they need the 
money. You’re never going to get 
ahead that way.” 

Home said he sells gold bullion 
coins like the American Eagle, Can- 
adian Maple Leaf, Australian Nugget 
and South African Kroggenrand. 

South Africa began minting small 
quantities of the Kruggerrand for 
domestic purposes in 1967. It was the 
first coin in modem times to contain 
one ounce of pure gold. The coin con- 
tains a tiny amount of copper to give it 
hardness, which accounts for its distin- 
ctive burnished colour. 

The Maple Leaves were introduced 
on the gold market in 1979 and the 
American Eagles in 1986. 

“I don't think it matters much which 


way you invest your money,” Home 

said- “Tman American and llikelo see 


the American product sell. But I also 


want my customers to get the most for 
their money. Krugerrands are known 
world-wide, and they have held their 
value well over the years ” 

Home said he buys Kurgerrands for 
$395, or S 1 5 under spot value, and sells 
them for $420. 

Gold also can be bought in a variety 
of different shapes and sizes, ranging 
from tiny wafers to 32-ounce kilobars 
worth more than $10,000 each. 

Buyers who want to avoid turning 
their homes into Fort Knox should 
consider depositing their gold either in 
a safe deposit box or with a reputable 
financial institution. Home estimated 
90 per cent of his customers use safety 
deposit boxes. 

Many investors said the most cost- 
effective way to buy gold is to purchase 
shares in a 100 per cent gold bullion 
mutual fund. The US gold trust invests 


solely in bullion bars and American 
Eagle bullion coins and works lure 
other mutual funds. 

Harry Bingham, executive vice- 
president of the gold fund in New 
York, said gold appears to be on the 

upswing in the 1 990s, “but 1 0 years is a 

longtime." 

‘The 1980s were not good years for 
gold,” said Bingham. “Gold is 
basically a hedge against bad currency, 
bad monetary for financial paper. 
Gold is becoming one of the alter- 
native currencies. 

“During the 1970s, people were 
worried about the value of paper 
money itself. That caused gold to go 

up. The other good period for gold was 

the 1930s. People felt paper was bad 
because it was defaulting, securities 
instruments and banks were failing. ” 
Rosario llaqua. an analyst with 


Nikko Securities Inc. in New York, 
said he secs gold prices rising during 
the 1990s. There seems to be “some 
mysterious relationship” between the 
price of gold and the price of ott, he 
said. 

"1 can't figure it out, but there is a 
definite relationship between oil and 
and gold prices.” said llaqua. “My 
feeling is that both are on the up side. 

Many analysis expect the rate of 
in Haiion to go up in the decade foll- 
owed closely by tne price of gold. They 
also cited price fluctuations depending 
on the political climate in other parts 
of the world, pointing to the rafiy of 
gold prices late last year during the 
upheavals in Eastern Europe. Con- 
sumers can obtain information . on 


gold and investing by contacting the 
Gold Information Centre in New 


Gold Information Centre 
York City. (212) 688-0474. 


World Bank 
loans for 
Philippines 


Dubey in Iraqi talks 


Spanish industrial group 


WASHINGTON, Feb 6, (UPI); The 


World Bank yesterday announced 
$390 million in loans for the energy 


Official seeks quick 


Boardroom shakeup announced 


$390 million in loans for the energy | 
sector of the Philippines. 

One loan, for $200 million, will 
help finance power-expansi on inves- 
tments by the Philippines’ National 
Power Corporation. 

With the loan’s help, a 300-meg- 
awatt coal-fired power plant will be 
birih at Calaca, 46 miles south of the 
capital of Manila, and a total of 965 
megawatts of capacity win be added 
to plants in the islands of Luzon — 
where Manila is located — and Min- 
danao, and in the Visayas 
archipelago. Geothermal-energy 
resources will also be developed, 
other power plants win be upgraded, 
and new transmission li"** »nj 
facilities wQl be buflL 
A second loan, for $150 million, 
wiU help the Philippine National Oil 
Company participate in geothermal- 


repayment of debts 


MADRID, Feb 6, (Reuter): Grucycw, one of Spain's 
biggest industrial and financial concerns, announced a 
major boardroom shakeup today following the breakup of 
the marriages of two couples who had key roles in running 
thegroup. 

The holding company said Alicia Koplowitz, one of 


businessmen. 

Helped by the fortunes inherited by the KopKiwuz 
asters, whose godfather built up the highly successful El 
Cortc Ingles department store chain, the Albertos bought 


energy development and remove bot- 
tlenecks in the nation's refineries. 


ttenecks in the nation's refineries. 

The third loan, for $40 million, will 
support the efforts of several govern- 
ment energy agencies to strengthen 
their investment, procurement and 
monitoring operations. 

The Worid Bank said that invest- 
ments supported by the three loans 
are expected to result in an additional 
2,260 megawatts of generation 
capacity. Of that total, about 610 
megawatts wiU be provided through 
geothermal sources. 

Meanwhile, the World Bank 
group yesterday announced $55 
milli on in loans over three years to a 
, regional development bank - serving 
seven West African nations. ' 


BAGHDAD. Feb 6, (AP y. A sen- 
ior Indian Foreign Ministry 
official began talks with Iraqi 
government ministers today on 
rescheduling Baghdad’s debts 
and other bilateral issues, an 
embassy spokesman said. 

Muchkund Dubey, Secretary 
in the External Affairs Ministry, 
met with Iraq's Minister ofTran- 
sport and Communications, 
Mohammed Hamza A1 Zubiadi, 
and Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim A1 Chalabi, said the spok- 
esman, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

He said Iraq’s S500-million 
debts to India were themain issue 
of discussion on Dubey's 
agenda. Iraqi owes an estimated 
30 billion to foreign creditors, 
borrowed during the 1980-88 


war against Iran. 

India is seeking a quick 
repayment of the debts, mainl y 
incurred by several construction 
projects in Iraq by Indian com- 
panies during the 8-year Gulf 
war with Iran. 

Dubey also held talks with 
Deputy Foreign Minister Nizar 
Hamdoon and is expected to 
meet LatifNussayif Jassim, Min- 
ister of Information and Acting 
Foreign Minister, during his 
three-day visit. 

Foreign Minister Tarecj Aziz is 
in Tunis for an Arab foreign min- 
ister’s meeting. 

Iraq last week scrapped a 
major contract with an Indian 
railway company due to the lack 
of funds to pay the firm, which 
operates the 560-kilometre (347- 


mile) railway linking Ba ghdad 
railway to the southern city of A1 
Qaim. 

Al- Zubiadi visited New Delhi 
last week to inform Indian 
officials about Iraq’s decision to 
terminate the contract not due to 
expire until in 1992. 


through the Western desert. 

But Indian officials said Al 
Zubiadi had informed New 
Delhi that his government was 
for preventing the outflow of 
foreign currency m wages due to 
economic difficulties. 


Al-Zubiadi told reporters in 
New Delhi that Iraq had enough 
technical personnel to operate 
the tine bunt by an international 
consortium during toe war to 
serve as a mam line for carrying 
phosphate to Iraq’s southern 
ports on the Gulf. 


The Indian company Rail 
India Technical and Services Ltd 
employ more than 1,000 Indians 
who operate toe line with three 
passenger trains running 


India, which has the biggest 
rail network in the world, is to 
build one of Iraq’s major railway 
projects. 

The new 500-kilometre (310- 
mOe) railway line will connect 
Baghdad with the southern port 
city of Basra through ki ty cities 
along the Tigris river. 

Iraq has another railway line 
linking Basra to the capital along 
the Euphrates, but a second tine 
is needed to meet the increasing 
imports through the Gulf ports. 


The holding company said Alicia Koplowitz, one of 
Spain's richest women, took over from her brother-in-law , 
Alberto Akocer, as chairman of its Construed ones Y 
Contratas Sa (eyesa) aifilaite. 

“this decision is in the context of the reorganisation of 
Grucycsa," the group said in a statement. Afida's sister, 
Esther — Alcocer's wife — was named deputy chairman of 
Cycsa. 

The brief announcement was the latest twist in a story 
that has tantalised Spaniards for the past year and helped 
to add spice to Spain’s financial scene. 

“This pretty much shows the Koplowitz sisters are back 
in chaige,” said one foragnjiusuieas analyst of the group 
which is valued unofficially at around $3 billion. 

Alcocer and his cousin, Alberto Cortina — popularly 
known as the Albertos — established a financial empire by 
expanding on the wealth of their wives, Esther and Alicia 
Kopiowitz. Some Adroit business acquisitions helped 
buikl their reputations as two of Spam’s most astute 


into major Spanish companies iocludmgcement firm Por- 
tland Valdcrrivas and Banco Zarasozano. = ■/ 


Eland Valdcrrivas and Banco Zaragazano. J -/ 

They also linked up with 'Italian magnexe Carlo de 
Benedetti in their corporacion Financiers Rctimda 
(COFIR) finance company affiliate. 

Through their Cartcri central investment firm, they 
made their boldest step in 1987 when together with the - 
Kuwait Investment Office they bought 13 per cent of 
Banco Central, then Spain's largest bank. 

The fairy talc began to go sour when Central’s 73-year- 
old chairman, Alfonso Eacamez, who had run the bank 
conservatively and kept free from, outside interference, 
sought a merger with Banco Espanol de Credit to ward off 
the Albertos. 

The merger fell through, but the Albertos were unable to 
capitalise on their stake in Central to shift Eacamez. 

The situation became more complicated last year when 
the Albertos became involved in much-publicised affairs 
that led to the sister* suing for divorce and the uncavcfling 
of their financial empire. 


KIO completes 
Tor ras takeover 









Iran to invest $3.2b 



Petrochemical plants 


KUWAIT. Feb 6. (Kuna): Following 
are the international curacy rales as 
quoted by local banks and announced 
by theCcnlraJ Bank of Kuwait today. 


VIS dollar 038955 
Starting 0.49020 


0.29070 

0.49300 

0.17569 

0.19790 

0.05164 


Jap. yea 0.001991 

Bah. dm 0.76780 

UAEDh. 0.07879 
S. rival 0.0771S 
Q.nyal 0.07948 
O.nyal 0.75150 


0.0002338 0.0002366 
0 B0 1990 0.002012 


0.77150 

0.07921 

0.07757 

0JQ1993 

0.7557 


NICOSIA, Feb 6, (Reuter): Iran said today it plan- 
ned to build four new petrochemical complexes at a 
total cost of $3.2 billion over the next five years. 

Tehran Radio said $1 billion had already been 
invested in a $1. 5-billion petrochemical complex in 
Arak and $200 million in a $250-nnUion plant in 
Isfahan, both in central Iran. 

Another plant in the northeastern province of 
Khorasan would cost $450 million and a bilhon- 
dollar complex would be built in Tabriz in the 
northwest 

The radio quoted Ahmad Rahgozar, director of 
the National Petrochemical Company (NPC), as 
saying the national Five-year plan set total hard- 
currency investment for the industry at $4 billion, 
more than half of it through foreign credits. 

Some 140 billion rials ($2 billion at the official 
exchange rate) in local currency would also be spent 
to expand the petrochemical industry, be added. 


20 per cent of the products of the new plants to 
foreign creditors in toe first six years of their opera- 
tion, Rahgozar told Tehran. Radio, monitored in 
Cyprus. 

He said the NPC had produced more than two 
million tonnes of petrochemical products since toe 
Iranian year began last March 21, a five-fold 
increase’' over toe previous year, earning 60 billion 
rials ($860 million). 

Iran exported 300,000 tonnes of sulphur and 
50,000 tonnes of ammonia in the period, Rahgozar 
said. 

Meanwhile, toe Iranian rial traded at 1,280 to the 


dollar on the open market today, its lowest rate since 
the government intervened four months ago to 


Iran, a major oil producer, has given high priority 
to developing its relatively small petrochemical 


industry in toe five-year plan finally approved by 
parliament last week. 


KU W AIT. Feb 6. | Kuna): Following 
arc the average KD intarest rates of 
local interbank transaction! as repor- 
ted by parudpanu to Gratia) Bank of 
Kuwait today. 

PWM Bid Offarwd 

I month 8-3/8 8-5/8 

3 months 8-3/8 8-5/8 

6 months 8-7/16 8-1 1/16 

l year S-7/16 8-11/16 


The plan allots toe industry $22 billion of the 
total $27.6 billion of foreign credit it authorises the 


government to seek to finance major projects. 

The NPC will repay its share by delivering about 


shore up the currency. 

Iranian dealer All Pakpour told Reuters from 
London toe dollar had steadily gained against the 
rial since Saturday , when it fetched 1,220-1 ,230 rials. 
"Supply is short It can go even higher,” he said. 

Pakpour said state banks could not meet toe 
foreign currency demands of many businessmen, 
who turned to the open market for thrir needs. 

The dollar stood at 1,250 rials on Oct 7, the day 
before the Iranian government began selling foreign 
exchange at a "competitive rate” to selected impor- 
ters to break the currency black market 



New DHL 
executive 


Jordan reschedules some debts 


Indian rupee .017220 

Sci Lankan rupee .007340 

Pakistani rupee .0136700 

Bangladesh taka 0089300 

US dollar .290600 

Pound Starting 4957500 ■ 

UAE dirham 079090 

Deutsche mark 175700 

Japanese yea 002020 


AMMAN, Feb 6, (Reuter): Jordan and the 
Soviet Union have signed a debt-rescheduling 
accord on payments of $214 million due in 1989 
and 1990, officials said today. 

They said Moscow had agreed to reschedule 
payments of $1 68 million over 12 years at five per 
cent interest, with a six-year grace period in 
which Amman would pay only interest 

The Soviet Union agreed to accept $42 million 
worth of goods, including rock phosphate worth 
S20 million, to cover most of the interest and 
arrears due. 

Jordan promised to pay S4 million in interest 
by March 1 5, the officials said. 

Soviet deputy minister for foreign economic 


relations Vladimir Mordvinov signed the 
agreement in Amman late on Monday with Jor- 
danian Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh. 

Government sources say Jordan, burdened by 
a foreign debt of more than $8 billion, owes 
Moscow about $750 million, making it one of 
Amman’s biggest official creditors. 

Almost all the money is owed for arms pur- 
chased since Jordan, traditionally reliant on 
Western suppliers, turned to Moscow in 1982 for 
anti-aircraft guns and missQes- 
The kingdom signed an air defence deal with 
the Soviet Union in 1985 after Washington 
blocked a $1 .9 billion sale that included stinger 
anti-aircraft missiles. 


KEN Allen (above) has been 
appointed Middle East deputy, 
regional manager for DHL Worl- 
dwide Express. The new appoint- 
ment is in addition to his current 
role as DHL Middle East regional 
finance and administration Man- 
ager, based in Bahrain. 

Allen, aged 34, joined DHL in 
1985 as a finance manager in 
Saudi Arabia, where the com- 
pany operates in sole associa- 
tion with SNAS. 

He became finance manager 
for the Near East, covering 
Turkey, Egypt, Cyprus, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria in 1987, and 
later the same year took up his 
present role with responsibility 
for DHL’s complete Middle East 
financial opera lions in the region 
which stretches from Turkey 
across the Arabian peninsular to 
Pakistan. 


MADRID, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Kuwait Investment Offit* (KIO) 
has acquired a majority stake in 
Spanish industrial arid invest- 
ment company Grupo Torres Sa 
in an operation completed a 
week ago, a spokesman for the 
National Stock Exchange Com- 
mission (CNMV) said last night 
As a result of the bid, launched 
in December, KIO, toe invest- 
ment arm of the Kuwait govern- 
■ menu haaacquired-an additional 
i32&per cent of toe share -Capital 
of toe Barcelona-based group to 
bring its total stake to 72.9 per 
cent 

■ When the takeover hid was 
announced for the 60 per cent 
KIO did not already own of 
Torres, a KIO spokesman des- 
cribed it as the largest in the his- 
tory of toe Madrid bourse. 

KIO bought into Torres in 
1986 and has made the group its 
main investment vehicle in 
Spain. Torres has expanded 
since from paper processing into 
a holding company with interests 
- ranging from chemicals to food 
processing and stockbroking. 

Torres’ shares have been trad- 
ing at around 1,520 pesetas ($14) 
each over the past few days, giv- 
ing the company a market value 
of about $2.36 bfflion. 

The CNMV spokesman said 
the commission had approved 
toe acquiri lion, it having met the 
minimum requirement of win- 
ning acceptances for 15 million 
shares. 

The Spanish company, which 
changed its name from Torres 
Hos tench Sa last July, has stakes 
in 24 companies in Spain includ- 
ing paper firm Torraspapd Sa, 
chemical company Ercros Sa, 
petrochemicals concern Ertoil Sa 
and stockbrokers Ercros Sa. 
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T oo early to consider German currency union, says Bundesbank chief 


EAST BERLIN. Feb 6, 
(Reuter): The head of West Ger- 
many’s powerful Central Bank, 
the Bundesbank, said today it 
was loo early to consider a 
currency union between the two 
German states. 

Politicians from both coun- 
tries have called for immediate 
steps towards monetary and 
economic union to save East 
Germany's shattered economy 
from total collapse and to stop 
thousands of its citizens leaving 
the country for the WesL 

Bundesbank president Karl 
Otto Poehl spoke to reporters 
after several hours of talks with 
East German state bank 
president Horst Kaminsky in 


president norst Nammsicy in 
East Berlin. 

"We both believe it would be 
premature already to consider 
such a far-reaching step at this 
siage.” Poehl said. 

Asked about a possible time- 
frame for uniting East Ger- 
many's currency, which is not 


readily convertible, with toe 
strong West German mark, 
Poehl said: "That will certainly 
take a long time.” 

Kaminsky said both men had 
been in full agreement during the 
two-and-a-half hours of talks, 
which they called part of regular 
meeting*. 

Kaminsky said solving the 
problems of East Germany's 
currency was only one part of 
wider economic difficulties. 

"Of course, we do not have 
much time,” he said. "The 
citizens of East Germany expect 
effective measures soon.” 

East Germans, despite the 
promise of the country's first free 
elections on March IS, are still 
flooding to the West at the rate of 
about 2,000 a day. 

They are unhappy with the 
general economic outlook and a 
currency that is virtually useless 
abroad and cannot buy Western- 
style consumer goods at home. 
Poehl said he and Kaminsky 


had agreed that ecouomic 
reforms in East Germany, 
involving reforms of taxes and 
prices were urgently needed. 

The East German government 
has already started that process 
and has insisted that it will not let 
West Germany, Europe's econ- 
omic powerhouse, simply take 
over its monolithic economy. 

"We also agree that it is very 
important for East Germany to 
take decisions which wiU attract 
Western capital and prompt 
Western companies to invest xn 
East Germany ” Poehl said. 


East Germany,” he said. 

Economists have said that 
such a move would create a split 
society in East Germany between 
those who have access to the hard 
currency and those who do not. 

Any kind of currency union 
would probably hit East German 
savings, and help cause huge 
unemployment and inflation. 


Poehl said it was a "fantasy" to 
believe that the West German 
mark could be introduced in East 
Germany as a second currency, 
as some official sources have sug- 
gested. 

"I believe it is an illusion to 
imagine that even one of the 
problems of East Germany 
would be solved by the introduc- 
tion of the West German mark m 


Poehl was later due to meet 
Economics Minister Christa 
Luft, who on Monday rejected 
political demands for immediate 
currency union and instead 
appealed to Bonn for immediate 
financial aid. The request has 
been rejected. 

Earlier today inn Bonn, gover- 
nment sources said East Ger- 
many's economic and political 
crisis could force a currency 
union between the two Ger- 
manys as early as this year. 

The West German govern- 
ment could present a specific 


proposal -to introduce toe West 
German mark is currency, in 
East Germany later this year, 
they added. 

However, the proposal hinges 
on fundamental economic 
reforms in East Germany to 
create a joint economic market. 

East Ge rman Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow and Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl hinted at their 
weekend meeting in Davos that 
Modrow's visit to Bonn this 
month could produce surprises. 

In Davos, Switzerland, today 
at the annual World Economic 
Forum of businessmen and 
political leaders, Dresden City 
Mayor Wolfgang Berghofer 
called for a union of the two 
currencies. 
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Economy still humming A state of buoyancy 



Tsuyoshi Kurokawa 

By. M. C. Bose 

Business editor 

THE Japanese economy is roar- 
ing into the next decade riding a 
boom not on exports, bat on 
spending at home. The economy 
grew at its fastest pace in more 
than IS years last quarter as 
Japanese firms spent vigorously 
to make themselves more aggres- 
sive and competitive. 

The Japanese Ambassador to 
Kuwait Tsuyoshi Kurokawa 
told the Arab Times that the 
Japanese economy is rapidly 
shifting from an export-oriented 
economy to a domestic demand- 
oriented economy — now an 
important turning point for the 
Japanese industry. The economy 
has been booming for over three 
yearn. This has been propelled by 
domestic demand. He said dur- 
ing 1 986-88 the real growth rate 
was 4.3 per cent and domestic 
demand contribution to it com- 
prised 5.6 per cent with external 
demand growth making negative 
■ contributions, whereas during 
1 974-8 S teal growth rate and 
domestic contributions were 3.9 
per cent and 3.2 per cent respec- 
tively. 

Asked whether Japan will be a 
more powerful and resilient 
economic force than ever in the 
next century, based on invest- 
ment and the restructuring of the 
economy away from exports, the 
ambassador said: “Hopefully. 
Japan's economic development 
may bring abouta new pattern of 
lifcasweh. Now, Japanese work- 
ers are well known For their 
diligence and discipline. As 
Japanese, particularly young- 
sters, come to enjoy the so-called 
affluence and amenities of life. 



Tokyo's Marunouchi district, the heartbeat oi Japan's economic miracle. 


they may well lose a sort of “hun- 
gry spirit”. The history of any 
nation is one of ups-and-downs, 
just the same as the history of a 
person or a family. 

“Moreover, the Japanese 
economy is rapidly shifting from 
the first (agriculture) and second 
(manufacturing) industries to 
the tertiary (service) industry. I 
believe that a sound and healthy 
economy is only established on 
the basis of the first and second 
industries. In this sense, it is 
rather difficult to predict how 
Japan can continue to be 
economically successful through 
the course of the 21st century.” 

From the devastation and 
war-debris of the post-war 
period. Japan has concentrated 
its energy on economic and social 
rehabilitation. In these efforts 
“we Japanese learned a lot from 
the US, such as management, 
industrial technology, way of 
life, etc 

“Today's competitiveness of 
Japan may be perceived in cer- 
tain countries as a kind of threat 
But I believe this is quite one- 
sided. Japan’s concentration on 
economic dervelopmentin the last 
few decades has proved to be 
good and beneficial not only to. 
die Japanese themselves but also 
to the world as a whole because 
Japan has tremendously con- 
tributed to the world's welfare by 
providing inexpensive, high- 
quality manufactured goods, 
TVs, videos, cars, just an exam- 
ple, as well as by extending ODA 
(official development aid) to 
developing countries.” 

“Now, Japan is changing 
rapidly. People are shifting their 
lifestyle from the one of rather 
workaholic to the quality of life. 


At the same time, the Japanese 
government is determined to 
play more political rotes for the 
world peace and stability, unique 
roles stemming from its own 
experience of the last 50 years. 

“1 hope that you will see Japan 
not only from the commercial or 
economic point of view but from 
the political and social point as 
well.” Kurokawa added. 

Asked to make comments on 
the observations that Japan's 
strong performance last quarter 
is good news for the world econ- 
omy because it comes at a time 
when analysts are becoming 
increasingly worried that the 
United States is on the brink of a 
recession, the envoy said the big- 
gest problem that faces the world 
economy today is how to 
improve the external unbalances 
between the deficit countries and 
the surplus countries, by expand- 
ing continuously their economies 
without inflation within the 
framework of international co- 
operation. 

In this context, one of the most 
important contributions for 
Japan to make is to maintain the 
domestic-demand-led growth as 
long as possible. 

He said, “the 1990s is the time 
for Japan to play more and more 
positive roles to maintain and 
develop the world economy than 
ever before. This includes two 
factors: first, the inevitable co- 
operation between the South and 
North; second, co-operation 
among the industrialised econ- 
omies. i.e. US, EEC and Japan. 
We Japanese are firmly deter- 
mined to do our best to stride 
forward together with the 
developing countries and the 
developed.” 


When asked about Japanese 
plans for strengthening econ- 
omic and trade relations between 
Kuwait and Tokyo, the ambas- 
sador said for Kuwait, Japan is 
the largest trade partner, Kuwait 
importing manufactured goods 
and Japan purchasing oil. 

Considerable part of Kuwait's 
money is invested in the Japanese 
stock and security markets. 
Japan and Kuwait are closely 
linked with each other econ- 
omically and financially. But 
regrettably, in the eyes of the 
Kuwaiti people, Japan is seen 
mostly through its industrial 
products only, and in the eyes of 
the Japanese, Kuwait through its 
oD only. “1 believe we should 
expand exchanges of people so 
that both Kuwaitis and Japanese 
get to know each other par- 
ticularly their culture, lifestyle 
andway of thinking,' 'the ambas- 
sador said. About the Japan 
Week '90 he said it was held on 
Feb 2-6 and was “one of our 
efforts in this regard. It is my 
pleasure to tell you that it ended 
up in great success.” 

Kuwaiti businessmen are keen 
on investing in Japan, par- 
• ticularly in Tokyo’s stock 
market The ambassador said 
these investments are most wel- 
come. Needless to say, my advice 
is that as the Japanese economy is 
a free market economy influen- 
ced mainly by private bus i ness, 
many unpredictable factors may 
affect the market 
In reply to a question regard- 
ing Japan’s overall oil imports, 
theenvoy said, “Itisprivatecom- 
panies in Japan that deal with oil 
trade, and the amount they 
import depends on market and 
economic conditions. Japan 


imports significant amounts of 
oil from the Gulf countries, 
including Kuwait, and it Is 
widely predicted that Japan and 
other industrialised countries are 
going to consume more oil 
through the course of 1990s. 

While talking about a report 
that Tokyo oil market is open to 
Gulf investment the Ambas- 
sador said, “Investment should 
benefit both the investor and 
invested countries. As for the 
Japanese oil market, some 
foreign companies such as Mobil 
and Shell already have their 
stakes. When investors consider 
Japanese market as profitable 
and the Japanese side also 
regards the investment will con- 
tribute to the Japanese industry, 
then naturally, such investment 
will be welcomed ” 


By M. C. Bose 

Business editor 

JAPAN has emerged as the fin- 
ancial superpower in the world 
and it is likely to retain the pride 
of place in the 1990s. Japan's 
gross national product tGNPl is 
ten per cent of the total global 
GNP. It ranks second among 
non-communist nations, ahead 
ofWest European countries both 
in terms of GNP and national 
income. Japan's industrial out- 
put was up 5.9 per cent in I9S9. 
The production index of mining 
and manufacturing industries 
rose to 1 19.7 last vear on a base 
100 in 1985. In 1987. the index 
advanced 3.4 per cent, in 1988. 
9.5 per cent. 

In December, the seasonally- 
adjusted mining and manufac- 
turing production index fell 0. 1 
per cent from the prior month to 
120.7. Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (Miti) 
attributed the fall mainly to a 
decline in exports of passenger 
cars and semiconductors to the 
US, and the slump in sleet 
exports to China. 

With per capita income near- 
ing S20.000, Japan has already 
attained its post-war target of 
surpassing the per capita GNP of 
the US. With its economic policy 
stance. Japan's GNP during the 
fiscal 1989 is expected to be 
about 389.7 trillion yen. with a 
growth rale or about 5.2 per 
cent at current prices. Japan 
boasts of six of the world's top 
ten banks. It has the world's lar- 
gest gold and currency reserves. 

Japan is expected to have the 
highest economic growth rate in 
the industrialised world next 
year, while growth in the United 
Slates. Canada and Britain is lik- 
ely to be below average for 
developed countries, a top trade 
official said recently. Arthur 
Dunke, director-general of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 



'i usuke Kasniwagi 

and Trade. (Gam. said the rale 
of increase in world trade was 
likely to slacken next year, even 
though 1990 would still mark the 
eighth consecutive year of expan- 
sion. 

Chairman of the board of 
directors of the Bank of Tokyo, 
Y usuke Kashiwagi shed light on 
the prospects of the world econ- 
omy in particular and what 
Japanese economy can con- 
tribute to the world economy in 
1990. He said that the Japanese 
economy continued to grow fas- 
ter than the world economy in the 
past few years. He also tackled 
issues relating to the stability of 
the foreign exchange rates.' He 
said: “The US dollar has been 
overvalued whereas the Japanese 
yen was undervalued in which 
some adjustments were needed 
to maintain stability.” 

Kashiwagi was visiting 
Kuwait and delivered a lecture 
on current topics on world and 
Japanese economies. The lecture 
arranged by the Kuwait Forum, 
was held at the Kuwait inter- 
national Hotel. 

Kashiwagi said: “I believe that 
there is a possibility to strengthen 
economic and trade relations 
between Kuwait and Japan. The 
Kuwait businessmen took keen 
interest in Tokyo's stock 


market.” 

Central banks demonstrated 
their resolve to stem inflationary 
pressures by raising short-term 
interest rates when required. 
Foreign exchange markets were 
relatively quiet compared with 
previous term, as the growth of 
the US current account and bud- 
getary deficits showed signs of 
slowing. 

The Bank of Tokyo main- 
tained Us position as Japan's 
leading international banking 
institution in WS8. The bank 
expanded its operation-, and net- 
works and actively participated 
in the deliberations on such 
critical issues at LDC debt and 
financial system reform. 

In March NS**. Japan's Minis- 
try of Finance authorised art 
increase in the ceiling on prov- 
isions for possible loan losses to 
heavily indebted countries from 
H) per cem to 15 per cent, the 
second such increase in as many 
years. While welcoming this 
move, the chairman said the 
bank will continue to press for an 
increase in Japan's ceiling on tax- 
free reserves for problem 
sovereign loans, which currently 
stands at only one per cent. The 
Bank of Tokyo reaffirmed its 
commitment to offering compre- 
hensive financial services world- 
wide. 

The Bank of Tokyo maintains 
a broadly diversified portfolio of 
investment securities. Man- 
agement of ihese securities takes 
place under established invest- 
ment limits for each type of 
security and currency involved. 

The bank seeks to maintain 
broadly diversified sources of 
liquidity and to obtain extended 
maturities for its corporate debt. 
To guard against the possibility 
of liquidity crunch, the bank 
strives to maintain an adequate 
cushion of liquid assets at all 
limes. 
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Japan confident of achieving its targets 

Trade surplus shrinks 
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RECORD spending by Japanese 
abroad, higher oil imports and a 
strong dollar helped cut Japan's 
trade surplus in 1 989 to its lowest 
level in four years, but econ- 
omists in Tokyo said the trend 
was set to reverse in 1990, accor- 
ding to Reuter. 

Japan's current account, the 
broadest measure of trade in 
goods and services, narrowed 
28.4 per cent to $56-98 billion in 
1989 from 79.63 billion in 1988. 

Japan is co nfident of achieving 
its targets for reduced external 
imbalances in its accounts in the 
fiscal year ending March 31, 
1990, Vice-Finance Minister 
Sadaaki Hirasawa also said. 

The government aims to 
reduce the current-account sur- 
plus to $6] billion in fiscal 1989 
from 77.3 billion in 1988-89. 

1 1 has set a trade surplus objec- 
tive of $81 billion for this fiscal 
vear against 95-3 billion in 1988- 
89. 

Japan's invisibles trade deficit, 
which includes the money Japan- 
ese spend as tourists overseas, 
ballooned to $15.93 billion in 
1989 from il .26 billion in 1988. 

With 9.6 million Japanese 
travelling abroad last year, 
Japan's travel deficit amounted 
to a record $19.33 billion in 1989 
and accounted for a large part of 
the reduction in the current- 
account surplus, analysis said. 

’Tourism was very, very 
important. Travel abroad has 
increased by 20 per cent in each of 
the last three years," said Mat- 
thew Berlow, an economist at 
Credit Lyonnais Alexanders 
Laing and Cruickshank 
Securities. 


Japan’s Trade Surplus 
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NOTE: Exports andimports aie measured 
when goods pass through customs. 

Sourct; Japanae Finance Ministry 


On a balance-of-payment . 
basis, the trade surplus narrowed 
to $71. 13 billion test year from 
95.01 billion m 1 988, the Finance 
Ministry reported. 

A stronger dollar in 1989 wasa 
major cause of the sharp decline 
in the trade surplus, said Hidehi- 


hro Iwaki, an economist at the 
Nomura Research Institute. 

A high US currency depressed 
the value of Japanese exports 
denominated in dollars and 
accouted for roughly 30 per cent 
of the $1 8 billion reduction in the 

1989 trade surplus. 


Yasushi Mieno 

Exports totalled $269.63 
billion in 1989 against 259.77 
billion the previous year. 

Slower US economic growth 
and capacity limitations among 
some Japanese manufacturers, 
mainly automakers, triggered by 
robust Japanese domestic 
demand, also curtailed exports. 

“Some goods for export might 
have been shifted to the domestic 
market,” said Chiharu Sumita, 
an economist at UBS Phillips 
and Drew International 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Y asushi Mieno told businessmen 
last week that the reduction in the 
current-account surplus was 
mostly due to a stronger dollar 
and an increase in imports. 

The Central Bank said in its 
quarterly economic outlook 
earlier this week that it expected 
Japan’s trade surplus would 
shrink slowly in 1990 than in 
1989, while die US trade deficit 
would narrow moderately. 
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z AN ARAB TIMES SUPPLEMENT ON JAPAN’S 
ECONOMY, TRADE, INDUSTRY AND BANKING 

Pace of growth slows 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7* 19ft 


Looking forward to new era of prosperity 


Prices set to rise Bourse sentiment boosted 


THE world economy is expected 
to continue its expansion this 
year although the growth rate 
may be lower than in 1989 since 
the US economy is expected to 
see slower growth. In general, the 
dollar is expected to remain firm 
although the yen could streng- 
then against the US unit to some 
extent. 

Domestic economic man- 
agement is forecast to remain fis- 
cally neutral A tight monetary 
policy seems likely to stay in 
place because domestic prices 
continue to face upward pres- 
sures; a circumstance requiring 
measures to prevent further 
weakening of the yen. 

In addition, the land price 
spiral is showing signs of spread- 
ing to some areas other than 
Tokyo metropolis amid prolon- 
ged high growth in money sup- 
ply. 

Against this backdrop, the 
Japanese economy is expected to 
steadily expand in fiscal 1990, 
bolstered by brisk domestic 
demand. 

Factors supporting this 
prediction include: an expected 
slowdown in consumer price 
rises compared with fiscal 1989, a 
steady increase in household 
income prompting a rise in per- 
sonal consumption, and -a cor- 
porate willingness to continue 
increasing capital investment 
Prices are expected to rise at a 
slower rate than fiscal 1989, alth- 
ough upward pressures on prices 
are deep-rooted due to continued 
economic expansion and the 
strained supply -demand balance 
for labour and goods. 


MAJOR CONSUMPTION INDICATORS 
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The reasons for this are as 
follows: price rises caused by the 
consumption tax introduction 
have largely run their course; 
import prices will likely edge 
down, albeit marginally, due to 
stabilization of crude oQ prices, 
lower primary commodity prices 
and a gradual strengthening of 
the yen, the strained supply- 
demand situation of labour and 
goods will ease as manufactured 
unports grow and new capacity 
comes on-stream as a result of 
recent robust capital investment 
Japanese households will find 
themselves in a favourable 
environment in fiscal 1990; their 
take-home income is expected to 
grow thanks to strong corporate 
earnings and serious labour 
shortages; their purchasing 
power is expected to recover 
strength thanks to a slowdown in 
consumer price growth from fis- 
cal 1989; and their leisure time is 
expected to increase as a result of 


shorter working hours and the 
five-day working week being 
more widely adopted. All these 
factors suggest that personal 
consumption will regain strength 
this year. 

With respect to housing inves- 
tment, housing starts should 
continue to decrease as housing 
loan interest rates rise and con- 
struction of rental housing slows 
down. 

However, strong demand for 
improved living circumstances 
will lead to an emphasis on larger 
and better quality housing and 
the remodelling of existing 
houses. These factors suggest 
that the dedine in housing invest- 
ment will be marginal 

Although the business 
environment is likely to be adver- 
sely affected by such factors as 
higher interest rates and wage 
increases, the overall picture 
should continue to be favoura- 
ble. 
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JAPANESE shares managed on 
the last day of 1989 to squeeze 
out a fitting finish to their year- 
end rally thanks to window dres- 
sing, brokers said. 

The key 225-share Niklcei 
index crawled up 38.93 points to 
38,915.87 on Dec 29 1989, its 
fourth straight record dose. 

" “Investors tend to be very 
cautious of dosing prices," said 
Ross Rowbury, a senior broker 
at Sanyo Securities Co. Ltd. 
“They like to see their portfolios 
dose on a nice note at the end of 
the year.” 

The Nikkei hit another record 
traded high at the opening. 

True to its gravity defying 
reputation, the Nikkei managed 
a gain of 29 per cent last year 
despite three rises in the official 
discount rate in 1989. 

“Most people are looking for 
about 20 per cent appreciation in 
the index this year, Rowbury 
said. 

“It looks like another good 
year.” 

Japanese stock prices have 
rebounded smartly from the 
global collapse of 1987, with the 
key Nikkei Average reaching a - 
record 30,159 by the end of 1988. 
This was up 13.2 per cent from 
the October 14, 1987 pre-crash 
record and a gain of 39.9 per cent 
on the year. Neither a major 
share trading scandal nor the 
months of self-restraint dis- 
played daring the Emperor 
Showa’s illness, could put much 
of a brake on the ascent of share 
prices. 

The stock market went 
through three distinct phases in 
1988, as reflected in the moments 
of the Nikkei Average. The first 
was the January- April period, 
when the average climbed back 
from 1987 crash. The second was 
the May-September period, 
when it consolidated within a 
narrow range. The third was the 
October-December period, 
when it resumed its upward 
march. • 

From January through April 
participants gradually regained 
confidence in the J apanesc mark- 
et's strength and the Nikkei rea- 
ched a new high on April 7, eclip- 
sing the pre-crash record. 

Japan' s recovery put the other 
major world markets to shame: 

! the US and European markets 
remained sluggish as they tried to 
absorb the shock of the Black 
Monday. 

The consensus is that inten- 
sified policy co-ordination 
among developed countries and 
a fundamental improvement in 
Japan's economy were behind 
the phenomenon. Today the 
world’s stock markets are under 
the sway of Japan, the leading 
creditor nation, and elated stock- 
brokers are flocking to Kabuto- 
cbo, Tokyo’s equivalent of Wall 
Street Another factor is Japan's 
recovery may be that Japanese 
surpluses have not been recycled 
abroad very effectively, par- 



Managing Director Kazuhiro Nagakowa (foreground backJo camera) leads floor dealers to the traditional hand-clapping ceremony after 
finishing market activity in the last trading day of 1 989 at the Tokyo Stock Exchange. The stock exchange ended on an up note, gaining 38.93 yen to 

a record high of 384315.87 yen in the year's final trading. (Reuter wirephoto) 


ticularly in the US. 

The concentration of -funds 
within Japan has created a “one- 
man show.*’ as funds with no 
place to go have added fuel to the 
speculative fire. 

Nervous market sentiment 
was also eased by steps taken 
early in the year for the Finance 
Ministry allowing flexibility in 
settlement methods for tokkin 
(specified money in trust) and 
trust funds, both extensively 
used hy institutional investors. 

An improved supply and 
demand situation played a part 
as well. This change was largely 
due to overseasinvestors becom- 
ing net buyers of Japanese stocks 
again during the Januaiy-April 
period. Analysts said foreigners’ 
attitudes changed after they lear- 
ned to believe in Japan's sound 
economic fundamentals, which 
in turn encouraged institutional ' 
investors with surplus funds to 
buy enthusiastically. 

But in May, things changed. 
Renewed fears of inflation in the 
US pushed up American interest 
rate, allowing the dollar to gain 
against the yen. That in turn led 
to higher Japanese interest rates 
and a dampening of the buying 
fervor Kabutocho. The Nikkei 
Average was locked in a narrow 
trading range of Y27,000 to 


28,400. Interest rates hikes by 
West Germany in June and 
August — the second time joined 
by the US — prompted investors 
to hedge against a stronger dollar 
and higher interest rates. Some 
investors, by contrast, were 
worried about a dollar collapse 
because of the bleak prospects 
for cuts in the US trade and bud- 
get deficits. 

But the market held its own, 
supported by belief in Ihe fun- 
damental strength of the econ- 
omy — belief justified by rapidly 
improving corporate profits, on 
expanding domestic demand. 
During this middle period, the 
stock market had some rather 
special problems to deal with. 
The introduction of anew capital 
gains tax and tight controls on 
insider trading were planned; 
and the Recruit scandal showed 
its ugly head. As everybody 
knows today, the scandal 
involved shares of Recruit Cos- 
mos Co. being sold at basement 
prices to politicians and high- 
ranking government 

bureaucrats by Recruit Co., the 
parent company, before the 
shares were registered on the 
over-the-counter market — 
apparently in hopes of obtaining 
influence in political and official 
aides. 


There was also scandal involv- 
ing alleged tax evasion by 
Motoaki Nakascko, the former 
general counsel of Meidenko 
Co., on capital gains from stocks. 

He was also suspected on 
insider trading and stpek price 
manipulation. During this 
period, investors tended to sit on 
the fence while waiting to see the 
impact of these scandals on the 
market, andindeed upon the 
deliberations in the Diet over the 
capital gains tax. 

As the market entered the 
' October-December period, with 
the yen creeping upwiurd . again, 
the Nikkei Average went up with 
it, hitting the 30,000 mark in 
December for the first rime ever. 
It was in this final period that 
market participants considered 
Japan's political and economic 
situation was in its most stable 
condition of the year. There was 
growing confidence in inter- 
national policy co-ordination 
among major industrial nations 
and the capita! gains tax was 
approved in the Diet with ojy 
minor changes. The worsening 
health of Emperor Showa, who 
died in January 1989. caused 
some self-restraint by investors 
and prices moved gradually 
upward on only slight increases 
in volume. - 


Average daily trading value on 
the first section of the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange (TSE), which 
dominates the Japanese equity 
markets, hit the Y1 trillion mark 
for the first time in 1988. rising to 
Yl.0246 trillion from Y896.2 
billion in 1987. 

Average daily trading volume 
exceeded 1 billion shares for the 
first time, reaching Y 1.0205 
billion shares compared to 
946.75 million in 1987. Total 
market capitalization was Y48 1 
trillion at the end of the year. 
Tokyo was -the world’s biggest 

• bourseby alltineeaneasures. 

• Institutional investors con tin- 
. ued to be the biggest buyereof 

stocks. Financial institutions 
such as life insurance companies 
and trust banks were net buyers 
by just over Y4.7 trillion, and ' 
investment trust companies by 
nearly Y 1.6 trillion, on the three 
exchanges in Tokyo. Osaka and 
Nagoya. 

Institutional investors’ share 
of brokers' transactions grew to 
50 percent or more. These inves- 
tors, dealing with huge volumes 
of funds, have a strong tendency 
■ to invest in large-capital issues 
with higher liquidity, which has 
contributed to the polarization 
of the market into large- and 
small-capital stocks. 
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NEW shares issued in Japan for 
fund-raising purposes are expec- 
ted to total about Y5.1 trillion, a 
record high for the third straight 
year. During the eight months 
from April to November, a total 
of Y3.492.2 billion was raised 
through new share issues. This 
was a year-to-year increase of 
about 40 per cent By mode of 
issuance, public offerings 
totalled Y3.048.5 billion, for a 
year-to-year increase of 68.5 per 
cent and representing 873 per 
cent ofaU fends raised! 

Allotments of new shares to 
shareholders amounted to 
Y368.S billion, down 42.8 per 
cent, and allotments to third per- 
sons came to Y753 billion, up 
25.7 per cenL New shares allot- 
ted to shareholders were all 
issued at prices midway between 
market and par value. There 
were no new shares issued at par. 

The high level of new share 
issues, as in fiscal 1988, was due 
to the following reasons: 

Capital increases by banks, to 
meet the capital ade q uac y ratio 
requirements of the Bank for 
International Settlements, 
stayed high. 

Companies other than banks 
had strong demand for funds for 
equipment investment 
Companies very much wanted 
to expand their bond-issuing 
frameworks by increasing their 
paid-in-capital and thus make it 
easier to proceed with equity fin- 
ancing, such as through converti- 
ble bonds. 

For these reasons, many com- 
panies made large capital 
increases through public offer- 
ings. The average amount of 
funds raised through public ’ 
offerings from April to Novem- 
ber 1989 was Y263 billion per 
company, sharply surpassing the 
past high ofY 1 8 .7 bilhonin fiscal 
1 9S8. This upward trend is expec- 
ted to continue. 


* TR(L. CAPITAL INVESTMENT BY BUSINESS CORPORATIONS 
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Business undertone strong 


Corporate profits surge 

CORPORATE profits continue to expand in the current fiscal 
year, reflecting strong plant and equipment and construction 
spending. Combined recurring profit of472 companies on an. all- 
industry basis rose 13.8 per cent year to year. The upward path 
will remain intact in the second half. For fiscal 1989 as a whole, 
recurving profit shows a 8.9 per cent gain, increasing for the third 
straight year. - ! 

The profit growth rate will be very high in the manufacturing 
sator, particularly in the processing industries. The non-man- 
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Capital' increases through 
initial public offerings by OTC 
companies also increased as 
requirements of public subscrip- 
tion rules about such thing; as 
trading volumes were eased fpr 
them. During the eight months 
from April to November 1989, 
new shares issued through public 
offerings totalled Y85.5 billion, 
compared with Y6.5 billion in ail 
of fiscal 1988. 

in fiscal 1990, the increase in 
government bond issuance will 
be attributed to that of refinanc- 
ing bonds. The issue amount of 
construction bonds will be the 
same as in fiscal 1989. and it is 
expected that no deficit-financ- 
ing government bonds will be 
issued. The gain in the issue 
amounts of government-guaran- 
teed bonds and municipal bonds 
will be only nominal 

The restrictions on the 
issuance of warrant bonds were 
eased in June 1989, so domestic 
warrant bonds will be floated ata 
constant pace in fiscal 1990. Con- 


vertible bond issues, though 
remaining at a high level wul 
dedine compared with the 1989 
level since issuances by large 
companies have run their course. 
The issue amount of Japanese 


companies’ equity-related bonds 
in foreign market will shrink to 
half of its 1989 level because the- ■ 
real issuing cost has increased as 
the spread between foreign and 
domestic interest rates has narr- 
owed. Industrial bond issues will 
expand because regulations are ■ 
expected to be further eased, 
such as a lifting of the ceiling on 
issue amounts, and because 
increasing foreign issuance costs 
may cause a shift among Japan- 
ese issuers from foreign to 
domestic bonds. 

To a large degree, this tight 
supply-demand situation has 
resulted from increased invest- 
ment relatively unrelated to the 
fundamentals, such as index 
fund management and policy- 
based investment, made to rein- 
force cross -shareholdings, rather 

than from a massive influx of 
fends like that seen in the past 
couple of years or an increase in 
portfolio investments by various 
groups of investors. 

Also, an increase in daily trad- 
ing volume and selective pur- 
chases of shares of meflhmi and 
small-capitalisation stocks that 
show promise ofgood earnmg B ?c 
pushing up stock-prices. 


uiobuttuig wiui, oowever, aoes not particularly suffer by com- 
parison, if elect ric p ower is not included. The surprisingly strong 
growth of construction and. marine transportation deserves 
special mention. 

More specifically, in themanufectunngsector, the growth rate 
macbincry outstanding, second only to 

Thisreflects the strong pace of plant and equipment invest- 
ment The oil industry, on the other hand, suffered a setback in 
the first half. In the non-manufacturing sector, warehousing' 
joined construction and marine transportation in a show of 
strong growth, thus indkating.an overall upsurge in wholesale 
and retail activities. 

• What lies ahead for fiscal 1990? A full three years have elapsed 
ance the current business expansion began, and a profit earn for 
the third consecutive year is a cinch. Still currency exchange 

• fatftt Ann int nro c t rqfae ^ J J — ■« V 


are often seen among industries and among companies. The 
picture is no longer entirely rosy. 

Thus, the cunent profit uptrend will likely carry over into the 
fourth, war, marking the longest period of prosperity since the 
Izaaagi boom. To be sure, a three-year upsurge in corporate 
profits is quite a feat, but the business undertone is still sufficien- 
tly strong to make unlikely any sudden termination of thecurrent 
boom. Construction, machin ery and shipbuilding are confident 
of the future partly because their character as order-booking 
industries allows them to gauge the period ahead ’ 

However, differences in profit growth rates among industries 
will probably become smaller than in fiscal 1989. On the other 
hand, the electric power industry's profits, which plummeted due 
to reductions m electric power rates, will bottom out All m all, 
^rnngprofits on an ail-industry basis will rise 8.9 per cent in 

CORPORATE PROFIT AND CONSUMPTION TREND ' 
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Race for artificial intelligence 


Rdte hike ruled nut Move to ta P us academic talent 

™ ■■■» I % WHEN Hjuibhi Chemical Co.'s The steps uker, b> ;he :uc* The school is ahead of most business opportunity for Hr.. 


BANK, of Japan Governor Yasu- 
shi Mieno has said the central 
bank is not considering another 
discount rale hike at present as it 
is still monitoring the effects of 
the previous raise on the econ- 
omy. Kyodo News Service 
reported. 

Kyodo said Mieno’s remark 
■was aimed at discouraging 
speculative foreign currency 
trading world-wide. 

Mieno made the remark amid 
reports that Japanese financial 
institutions are preparing to shift 

their funds from OS capital and 
financial markets to Japan in 
anticipation of the narrowing 
interest rate gap between the two 
countries. 

There also was speculation . 
that the central bank may raise 
the key lending rate to check the 
dollar’s recent rise agains t the 
yen. 

“The yen has weakened only 
two to three yen against the US 
dollar since the start of the New 
Y ear," Mieno was quoted as say- 
ing, adding: “In the domestic 
market, there is nothing to sug- 
gest that the yen’s value should 
be lowered (against other curren- 
cies).” 

The central bank raised its 
official discount rate by a hai r 
percentage point to 4.25 per cent 
last November in the second 
round of upward revision of the 
key interest rate last year. 

Mieno concerned over the 
impact of the yen’s fall on domes- 
tic prices, is resolved to defend 
the Japanese currency in active 
intervention at home and 
abroad. Bank of Japan sources 
said. 

The sources blamed the yen’s 
recent decline on overseas mark- 
ets for an inaccurate assessment 
of Japan’s political situation. 

Kyodo said the Bank of Japan 
sold an estimated SI billion in its 
yen-supporting interventions in 
New York, London and Hong 
Kong last week. 

The central bank is prepared 
to continue such actions in major 
money markets in Europe and 
Asia, if necessary, in co-ordina- 
tion with monetary authorities of 
these countries, it said. 

The dealers , said the ■> yen’s 
depreciation againstthe dollar in 
New York and other markets 
overseas was attributable to 


Bank keen to check yen’s fail 



WHEN Hitachi Chemical Co.’s 
S15 million biotechnology 
laboratory opens at the Univer- 
sity of California at Irvine in 
April. Hitachi will be the second 
Japanese cotnpanv to fund \ 
research lab at a US school. 

Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., 
seeking to gain ahead of its rivals 
in Biomembrane Research, 
already has established a 
laboratory affiliated with the 
University of Washington in 
Seattle. 


The steps taker, by ;he two 
companies reflect Japan’s grow- 
ing interest in tapping the brains 
of the best US academic talent. 

“The major a cU unlace that 
Hitachi is expecting from ii> con- 
nection with UCl :s to have 
access to talented US students, 
said Hiroshi Sumiyama. u ho w ill 
head the Hitachi Chemical 
Research Centre. "The company 
is considering hiring some of the 
best students as Hitachi resear- 
chers in the future. 


The school is ahead of most 
Jafunev: unit entities in the field 
of neuroscience, in which Hitachi 
is intensely interested, he said. 

Under the agreement Hitachi 
reached with UCl. patients 
derived from work at ihe new Jjb 
will belong to the university. Bui 
Hitachi Chemical will have a first 
refusal right for third-parly 
licensing. 

■*Thc collaboration with UCl 
is expected to provide enormous 


business opportunities for Hita- 
chi on a long-term bass*.” 
Sunny ama added. 

Other Japanese companies, 
like NEC Corp. and Kobe Steel 
Ltd. soon uiil transplant their 

research labs to US universities, 
as well. 

NEC. for example. :s 
sc heduled to open a research cen- 
tre m Princeton. New Jertey, this 
May ihai will focus on artificial 
intelligence. 


Prepare for take-off. 


As the nation's leading foreign exchange trader, the Sank of Tokyo plays a pivotal role in Japan s capital 
markets. Tokyo dealing room is the nerve-centre. 


speculation that the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party may 
suffer a setback in the next elec- 
tion for the powerful lower house 
of the Diet, Japan's parliament. 

The LDP, which has been in 
power since its founding in 1955. 
lost a majority in the upper bouse 
election held in July for the first 
time in its history. 

“The yen’s recent weakness 
was attributable entirely to 
speculative trading and did not 
reflect the fundamental factors 
of the US and Japanese econ- 
omies," one source quoted by 
Kyodo said. 

Bank of Japan sources said the 
yen's fall against the dollar also is 
detrimental to Japan’s efforts to 
reduce Japan's trade surplus 
with the United States, which 
tops S50 billion annually 

The sources predicted market 
sentiment will be bearish for the 
yen toward the next general elec- 
tion. 

Since Novmber 1989 the Nik- 
kei stock average has been rising 
to new highs as investors wel- 
comed the yen’s strength and the 
peaking out of interest rates in 
Japan. Overseas, and domestic 
‘ economic prospects are clouded, 
however, arid it will take the 
market some time to gather 
energy for a real upsurge. If the 


upward movement of the yen or 
the downward trend in interest 
rates is confirmed, investor enth- 
usiasm will grow, and the stock 
market will regain brightness. 

Regarding Japanese interest 
rates, on December 25 the central 
bank raised the official discount 
rate as a pre-emptive measure to 
keep price rises in check. It is felt 
therefore that all unfavourable 
factors have spend themselves 
for now. 

Banks, life and non-life 
insurance companies and invest- 
ment trusts, which constitute 
three major investor groups, 
continue making large net pur- 
chases. With signs of mergers 
and acquisitions on the rise, 
banks and life and non-life 
insurance companies are step- 
ping up policy-motivated invest- 
ments for crossholding of shares. 

Investment trusts are continu- 
ing to make purchases for index 
funds. Net investments by lokkin 
funds (specified money in trust) 
appear to have decreased com- 
pared with last year. 

Policy-motivated investments 
and investment for index funds 
generate stable purchases in the 
stock market because they can be 
made disregarding, to some 
degree, the economic fundamen- 
tals. For this reason, the Japan- 


ese stock market is proceeding 
without a plunge. 

The money- flow environment 
surrounding the stock market is 
rather favourable as new issues I 
of deficit-financing government ' 
bonds have decreased, redemp- 
tions of high coupon-rate gover- 
nment bonds in large blocks have 
arrived and installment postal 
savings and single-premium end- 
owment insurance, which absor- 
bed large amounts of funds dur- 
ing the high interest rate period, 
are maturing. Moreover, major 
investors are maintaining 
relatively high cash positions. 
From tins viewpoint, the poten- 
tial demand for shares has 
increased. 

All in all, the Japanese stock 
market will again trace a 
vigorous upward path if overseas 
and domestic conditions 
improve. 

Since the Bank of Japan raised 
the official discount rate by 0.5 
percentage points on October 1 1 , 
1989. the yen has moved up and 
down within a narrow range of 
YI40 to Y145 against the dollar. 
Shojrt-term_mierast rates, which 
had continued to rise, have 
stabilised since late November. 

Prices, a common concern, 
have also been well-behaved. 
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Bid to pursue career 


Students seeking jobs in Japan 


AN increasingnumberofforeign 
students studying in Japan arc 
planning to remain after gradua- 
tion to join the nation’s work 
force. 

A recent poll conducted by the 
Sanwa Research Institute found 
that a third of the students 
queried hope to find 
employment with a Japanese 
firm. And many of these students 
will realize their goal. Job prosp- 
ects for the nation's estimated 
40,000 foreign students — about 
90 percent of them Asian — are 
expanding rapidly, observers 
say. 

Why are more students seek- 
ing jobs in Japan? "Because 


experience in Japan will be of 
great help when looking for a 
position back home.’’ says 
Yochiro Koshibe, a Taiwanese 
national who attended college in 
Japan and now heads up a Tok- 
yobased translation service. 
Students who master Japanese 
and are well acquainted with the 
Japanese management style, he 
says, could prove a significant 
asset in their home countries. 

Koshibe's company, Yang 
Enterprise Co. held a job 
placement seminar in July draw- 
ing 13 Japanese firms and 250 
foreign students. And the com- 
pany launched the magazine 
Career Information in October 
to let overseas students know of 


local job opportunities. 

Yang plan's to bold another 
seminar next year on legal 
affairs, concentrating on 
requirements for students inten- 
ding to work in Japan after 
graduating. 

The increased need for foreign 
workers is being spurred, 
observers say, by the growing 
expansion of Japanese compan- 
ies into other Asian countries. 
Japanese companies are 
increasingly looking at Asian 
students as candidates for man- 
agerial roles within their Asian 
subsidiaries. Native managers 
fluent in Japanese and familiar 
with Japanese trade customs are 
part of a localization drive by 


many multinational Japanese 
finns- 

Electronics parts makers 
SMK Coro and Alps Electric Co 
have hired six Asian graduates to 
begin work in April. The six have 
backgrounds in technical engin- 
eering and come from Taiwan. 
South Korea and Malaysia, 
where SMK and Alps have man- 
ufacturing sites. 

In the distribution field, Yao- 
ban Department store Co, which 
have offshoots in Southeast Asia 
including Taiwan and Malaysia, 
hired eight Asian students last 
spring. Four more Malaysian 
and Taiwanese students will be 
taken next year. 
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Severe labour shortage 

Household spending up 

LED by increasing expenditures for education, housing and entertain- 
ment, Japan’s household spending in N ovember gained over a year ago 
for the third straight month, the government has reported. 

The management and co-ordination agency said spending in the 
month averaged 287,037 yen (about 51,980). up an inflation-adjusted 
2.5 per cent over a year ago. 

Spending rose 0.8 per cent in October and 0.2 per cent in September. 

Spending by wage earner households increased 2.3 per cent to 
298,057 yen (about 52,056) while that by other households, including 
farmers and self-employed business people, advanced 2.9. per cent to 
266,739 yen (about SI ,840), the agency said. 

The agency said spending on food, the largest single item in the 
monthly household budget, rose2.4 percent due mainly to brisk sales of 
beer amid mild weather. 

Income of salaried families rose 1 .8 per cent to 424,245 yen (about 
52,930) with disposable income accounting for 362,1 10 yen (about 
52,500). up 2 . 1 per cent, the agency said. 

The ratio of household expenditures to disposable income climbed 
0.2 points to 82.3 per cent, it said. 

The business environment in the Japanese housing industry is rapidly ; 
changing. Current developments are healthy and will contribute to 
boost the companies overall business results. Moreover, when closely 
considering the nature of the various changes presently taking place in 
Japan, one quickly anticipates that even brighter prospects can be 
expected in the future. Favourable developments are as follows: 

Government policies are anticipated to be enacted in order to 
increase, the housing supply and to resolve the problem of land 
shortage, thus resulting in an expanding housing market in the future. 

Since Japanese life-styles are quickly changing and consumers are 
seeking high value-added products, leading housing contractors are 
now endowed with an increasing demand Tor higher grade housing. 
Demand for upgraded housing is also on the rise since many existing 
houses are presently unsuitable for habitation in terms of size and built- 

in facilities. . 

Severe labour shortages and wage increases in the construction 
industry will act to increase further the company’s business strength 
because its manufacturing production requires fewer workers when 
compared to the large labour force that has always been needed in 

traditional home building methods. , . , . 

Orders received in the first half of fiscal 1989 ended July 1989 
increased 18 per cent over the same period in the previous fiscal year to 
Y482 billion- The expansion is attributable to the increase m high grade 
single family houses in local areas and the large increase in special 
building work done through contracting, such as condominiums and 
commercial buildings. 
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Money supply growth sparks rate fears 


JAPAN'S money supply grew 
faster iu December than in 
November, prompting fears that 
|be Bank of Japan may have to 
increase interest rates once more 
to stave off the threat of infla- 
tion. 

According to figures announ- 
ced recently, the money supply in 
December grew by 10.6 per cent 
compared with last year, against 
a 9.9 . per cent increase in No vem- 
ber. 

Meanwhile the Central Bank 
said the increase in the money 
supply would not lead to another 
rise in the official Discount Rale 
(ODR), a key short-term lending 
rate. 

Japan’s merchandise trade 
surplus for December fell to 
$6.19 billion, down from $9.7 
billion a year earlier, completing 
a year of slow export growth and 

From^now^n thfPlILik of 
Japan will seek to influence the 
money supply mainly by indicat- 
ing its stance through day-to-day 
transactions with financial ins- 
titutions on the short-term 
money market. 

The supply and demand of 
funds bn the money market is 
influenced of funds on the money 
market is influenced by the 
movements of two major 
elements — - bank notes and 
government fiscal funds. In con- 
ducting monetaiy adjustment 
the Bank of Japan deckles to sup- 
ply or absorb rands by consider- 
ing the daily surplus or shortage 
of funds available on the market. 

Foreign exchange rates, over- 
seas interest rate trends and other 
factors are also taken into con- 
sideration. 

Since the end of May 1988, 
there has been continued global 
pressure for interest rates to rise. 
During this period the Bank of 
Japan has managed its credit 
policy with the determination to 
avoid raising the official dis- 
count rate. But West Germany 
was prompted to raise interest 
rates to cope with a rapidly plun- 
ging mark value. 

At this point, the Bank of 
Japan made an important policy 
decision; as an emergency step to 
weather the storm, it let market 
forces take Japanese interest 
rates higher to remove fears 
about a resurgence of inflation. 


Japanese Economic Outlook for 1990 


1988 (FY) 1989 (FY) 1990 (FY) 

GNP (nominal) • 6.0 6.7 57 

GNP (real) “ 58 4^ 46 

Private domestic demand 8.1 (6.6) 6.3 (5.3) 5.9 (5.0) 

Private final consumption . 5.0 3.4 " 5^0 

Private housing investment 5.3 2.9 43.9 

Private capital investment 17.3 15.6 10 7 

Change in business inventories 2080.6 1594.6 1500.0 j 

P ublic demand 1.3 (0.2) 1.6 (0.3) 1.7 (0.3) 

Government final consumption 2.2 1.6 1.7 

Public capital formation 1.2 0.0 1.3 

N et exports (445) (40.7) (40.7) 

Exports & others 10.7 13.8 5.8 

. Imports & others 21.4 17.6 9.0 

Wholesale prices 40.7 3.3 401 

Consumer prices 0.8 2.8 1.4 

Current balance 77.3 . 51.2 48.1 

Trade balance . 95.3 71.2 70.4 

Exports 267.4 • 267.9 282 9 

imports 172.1 196.7 212.5 

Services balance 413.5 415.1 416.8 

Transfer balance 44.5 44.9 . 45.5 

Note: 1'. Japan's fiscal year begins in April and ends in March. 

2. ( ): Contribution of each component to GNP growth. 

3. Unit: Percent changes for commodity prices and GNP (billion yen for change in 
business inventories), billion-dollar for current balance. 
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This showed a willingness to 
tolerate an undermining of the 
domestic interest rate structure 
built around the official discount 
rate. 

As the Central Bank indicated 
its hands-off policy toward open 
market rate increases, certificate 
of deposit (CD) and other 
market rates began to move 
upward in concert. 

The jump in open market 
interest rates had a considerable 
impact on banks, because any 
rise in short-term money rates 
pushes up their cost of funds. 


Had the lower interest rate levels 
of early July 1988 been sustained, 
Japan's 13 largest city banks 
could have saved nearly Y90 
billion in fundraising costs in the 
July-September quarter alone, 
according to one estimate. 

The impact was even stronger 
than when the Bank of Japan 
deliberately pushed interest rates 
higher in October 1985. 

As interest rates abroad stabil- 
ised and crude oil prices declined 
in September, the Bank of Japan 
began to curb open market rate 
increases by repeatedly entering 


the market to purchase discount 
bills, CDs and bond gensaki. 

While the official discount rate 
stood unchanged at 2.5 per cent 
throughout the period, bill dis- 
count rates climbed above the 4 
per cent level. The appropriate 
differential between the official 
rate and bill rates had long been 
considered to be around 1-1 .5per 
cent points. 

At the expense of this 
empirical rule, the Bank of Japan 
in these several months made an 
attempt to control short-term 
money rates flexibly to forestall 


Cost of production may not drop further 


Solar cells remain cost - inefficient 


upward pressure os prices. 

In November 1988, the Cen- 
tral Bank carried out money 
market reforms, introducing 
new forms of monetary adjust- 
ment such as the purchase of dis- 
count bills with maturities of less 
than one month and freeing bill 
rates of two weeks or longer. 
Behind these changes is the .met 
that various factors both alhome 
and abroad are making it 
increasingly difficult to change 
the official discount rale. The 
Bank of Japan theoretically 
enjoys exclusive jurisdiction over 
changes in the official bank rale 
under the existing financial sys- 
tem. The reality is rather dif- 
ferent In order to change the 
rate, the central bank has to getit 
endorsed by the Ministty of Fin- 
ance and other ministries concer- 
ned and also to seek an “under- 
standing” with the prime mini- 
ster. The bank must also give 
consideration to overseas reac- 
tion to any changes it may make. 

Its much easier, however, to 
increase money market rates 
than to raise the official discount 
rate. 

In late January 1989 commer- 
cial banks introduced a new 
short-term prime lending rate 
linked to market rate changes, so 
that their lending rates came 
under direct influence from 
market rate movements. 

The Bank of Japan believes the 
new method of monetary adjust- 
ment has provided it with a tool 
for more flexible and effective 
control of market interest rates, 
and intends to further improve 
the market environment for its 
monetary policy geared toward 
market rates. 

The market reforms included 
the introduction of a new section 
on the bill market specialising in 
transactions of discount mils 
with maturities of between one 
week and one month. This wall 
allow the Bank of Japan to con- 
duct buying operations in this 
category ofbills for the purpose 
of infusing funds into the money 
market. 

In the process, the Japanese 
money market, often the target 
of foreign criticism for being 
dosed and under the direct “con- 
trol” of the central bank, is 
becoming less regulated and 
more responsive to market -for- 
ces. — 


SOLAR cells once promised a 
clean, renewable source of 
energy. But the problems of con- 
version efficiency and cost have 
proved difficult to solve. Gains in 
efficiency have come slowly and 
in small increments. Manufac- 
turers are battling for each 
improvement in energy conver- 
sion. 

Sharp Carp's recently 
improved single crystal silicon 
solar cells, achieve a photo-elec- 
tric conversion rate of 17.4 per 
cent the highest ever in cells Tor 
practical use. Single crystal solar 
cells have proved their reliability 
and performance as power gen- 
erators and in satellites. 

The problem is that the cost of 
production is unlikely to drop 
further because, for technical 
reasons, production of single 
crystal silicon is drought to have 
little room for improvement. 

Reasearch and development 
for polycrystalline silicon solar 
cells and amorphous silicon cells 
is promoted by the New Energy 
Development Organization 
(Nedo), a research group spon- 
sored by the Ministry of Inter- 
national Trade and Industry. 

Sanyo Electric Co, the most 
successful amorphous silicon cell 
maker in-Japan, claims a 1 0 3 . per 
cent efficiency rate with cells 
measuring 1 0cm by 10cm. Amor- 
phous solar cells are widely used 
in such things as pocket cal- 
culators. They are easier to 
produce, and consequently 




Si 





Sanyo Electric Co. has developed transparent solar cells as part of 
research efforts to Improve energy conversion efficiency. - 


cheaper than the other two types 
of solar cells. 

However, because of their 
lower energy conversion 
efficiency, a greater area of 
amorphous cells is needed to gen- 
erate a given amount of elec- 
tricity. Another weak point is, 
that this type of ceil deteriorates 
in sunlight by more than 10 per 
cent annually. 

Kyocera Coip has achieved a 
14.5 per cent conversion rate 
with, a polycrystalline solar cell. 
The cell ranks between single 
crystal and amorphous solar 
cells in term of conversion 
efficiency and production costs. 


Kyocera aims a J7percent con- 
version rate in three years. The 
crucial point for this type of solar 
cell is lowering the cost. 

Every solar cell is now sold to 
Nedo for Y720 per watt To 
make large solar power genera- 
tion facilities feasible, analysts 
say the price needs to comedown 
below Y200. To achieve this, 
mass production must rise to the 
level of l ,000 megawatts of solar 
cell capacity annually. 

Presently, only about 10 meg- 
awatts of . solar cell capacity Is 
produced each year, and of this, 
only 3 megawatts worth is for 
general use. 


Exports to Europe still growing 


Mazda to build cars in Bonn 


MAZDA Motor Co. and Ford 
Motor Co. plan a joint venture to 
produce compact cans in Europe 
based on existing Mazda models, 
according to Mazda officials. 

The venture would make 
Mazda the first Japanese 
automaker to gain a manufactur- 
ing presence on the European 
continent. Ford already is one of 
the biggest automakers in the 
European market. 

The venture between Japan's 
fourth-laxgest automaker and its 
US partner is Iflcdy to be located 
in Saarlouis in southwestern 
West Germany, said a Mazda 
official. ■ — - 


“We'd thought about Bel- 
gium, England, Spain and West 
Germany, and West Germany 
seems to be the best," he said. 

Mazda and Ford will produce 
cars similar to two existing 
Mazda models, Familia and 
Capella. 

Japanese automakers curren- 
tly don't have any factories on 
the European continent, alth- 
ough Nissan began producing 
small cars in Britain in 1986 and 
Toyota and Honda plan to begin 
produdngcars in Britain in 1992. 

West Germany is an impor- 
tant-plabr inmany Wayk: It has a 
lot of know-how in technology 


and designs that we can leara,for 
instance," the Mazda official 
said. 

Mazda and Ford have a long 
partnership in finance and tech- 
nology, and Ford owns more 
than a 23 per cent of Mazda’s 
stock. 

News media reported Mazda 
and Ford are to produce 12Q,Q0Q 
cars beginning in 1992, with each 
company selling 60,000 cars 
each. Mazda reportedly is to 
invest some 50 million yen in the 
project. 

Bert Sene, director of inter- 
national public affairs at Ford in . 
Michigan, said he couldnTcdn-' 
firm the reports. 
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Japan sets terms for Gulf 6il invesiiii^s 


JAPAN has announced a series 
of conditions for foreign inves- 
tor wanting to participate in the 
country's downstream opera- 
tions, it was disclosed in Abu 
Dhabi recently. 

Jouan Salim A1 Dahiri, chair- 
man of the International 
Petroleum Investment Company 
(I pec), said Japanese officials 
had “informed us that Japan will 
allow foreign investors to buy 
shares in its downstream Indus- 
. try on three conditions." 

A1 Dahiri said the conditions 
stipulated a need for an 
agreement between the investor 
and Japanese Anns, a reciprocal 
treatment, and that the investor 
should have a long-term source 
of crude. 

“A reciprocal treatment 
means that we should allow the 
Japanese to enter into joint ven- 
tures in the petrochemical sector 
and other oil-related industries," 
he added. 

He pointed out that this would 
serve the interests of both sides as 
the Japanese had the technology 
and experience in the oil and 
petrochemical industries as well 
as in- the operation of refineries. 

A1 Dahiri said the Japanese 
decision to open its downstream 
market to outside investors 
would attract a good deal of 
interest from Gulf states. 

Bui he warned: “We should 
know that the return on such 
investments will be very low 
because the shares of most 
Japanese oil companies are 
traded in the Tokyo stock market 
and labour is very expensive." 

The ofliciall added that there 
was no doubt investment in such 
a market would be costly com- 
pared with other international 
markets, in addition to the strong 
competition the investor would 
face. . 

lpec, with a capital of $500 
million, was set up iu 1 984 by the 
Abu Dhabi government to enter 
downstream ventures, which it 
claims will help protect govern- 
ment revenues from the effects of 
unstable oil prices. 

So far, its only downstream 
investment is a 12 per cent stake.. 



m 


Sheikh Ali 

in Spain's main petrochemical 
and refining company, Cepsa. 

However, A1 Dahiri said 
political changes in Eastern 
Europe would provide the Gulf 
with a new outlet for oil exports 
and investments. 

His statements were mod* as 
the UAE, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia are gearing to spread 
their investments into down- 
stream facilities in Asia as well as 
Europe and the United States. 

They seek to move from being 
mere suppliers of crude oil into 
controllers of integrated oil 
industries through joint ventures 
in these regions. / 

Japanese energy officials have 
visited the three Gulf countries to 
discuss their plans. 

Saudi Oil Minister His ham 
Nazer was in Tokyo recently 
after visiting Indonesia .aqd. 


Oil imports climb 



Saudi Arabia’s Petroleum and Mineral Resources Minister Hisham Na29r (left) shakes hands with Japanese 
Prime Minister! oshiki Karfu at the start of talks atthe premier ’s official residence recently. Nazer told Kaifu 
that Saudi kingdom wants to become Japan’s largest oil supplier. 


South Korea to follow up prosp- 
ects. 

Kuwait's Oil Minister, Sheikh 
Ali Khalifa visited Indonesia 
earlier as well as Thailand. 

Kuwait has the longest record 
of foreign investments in Wes- 
tern downstream operations. 
Saudi Arabia moved into the 
United States two years ago. 

Nazer has said he did not sign 
any deals with Japan, but discus- 

» i : t 


sed general policy, leaving the 
deals to producing and consum- 
ing companies. 


Reports from Tokyo have 
indicated Nazer's talks have 
been successful. 

A1 Dahiri was quoted by UAE 
newspapers as saying invest- 
ments in Japan are costly, with 
returns lower than other inter- 
national markets. 

. Japanese .oil farms’ shares 


were traded on the expensive 
Tokyo stock market while 
Japan’s labour costs were high, 
he explained. 

Japan is ready to open its huge 
domestic oil-producing products 
market to Middle Eastern 
nations and offer them cash and 
technology in exchange for 
guarantees of stable oil supplies 
in the 1990s, oil industry and 
government sources say. 

Japan has recently started 
exchanging visits of high-level 
officials with Mideast countries. 
In the past such visits were rare 
despite Japan's heavy depen- 
dence on Middle East oil. 

“Both Japan and the Middle 
East nations are interested in 
developing the existing seller- 
buyer ml relationship into some- 
thing more mutually depen- 
dent’ VsAlfl- Tsutomu: Toichi, . 


chief economist at Japan's 
privately run Institute of Energy 
Economics. 

“There is no obstacle on our 
part to oil investment by the Gulf 
states'* Masaji Yamamoto,, 
director-general of Japan's 
Agency of Natural Resources 
and Energy, said last month. He 
visited Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates in 
mid-January to discuss long- 
term crude supplies to Japan. 

Oil industry sources agree that 
Japan has no choice but to buy 
more oil from the Mideast in the 
1990s due to rising demand and 
declining supplies from some 
sources, such as China and 
Indonesia. 

Japan already imports more 
than .two thirds of its oil from 
Gulf nations. 

•'-The Gulf countries can be 
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sure they will get enough cash 
and technology from Japan in 
the '90s, particularly m the 
energy section." Toichi said. 

Oil sources said Mideast oil 
producers are unlikely to be all- 
owed in before 1992, when the 
government completes a five- 
year industry deregulation 
programme designed to give 
Japan's long-protected industry 
an internationally competitive 
edge. 

Japanese oil firms, fed by 
Idemitsu Kosan and Nippon Oil, 
are boosting direct oil purchases 
from the region ana cutting 
dependency on trading houses or 
middlemen, with a view to 
improving relations and securing 
supplies, the sources said. 

The ministry said imports 
from the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 


over ayearago,tiie ministry said. '■ 
Japan 'spranary energy supply ‘ 
in i9^ was482xmllion klcrude 
oil equivalent a -figure next 
only to the US in the free world.'- 
A detailed breakdown indicates 
that 57 percent was roroii. 18 per 
cent foe coal,- 9 per . cent for 
nuclear power, 10 per cent for 
LNP, and; 5 per cent for hydro,^ 
geothermal and other types of 
energy. It is evident from these 
figures that the Japanese energy 


significant emphasis on oil. This 
dependence on oil is even more 
noteworthy considering that 
99.7pef cent of the supply comes 


accounted for 76.5 per cent of 
Japan's total crude imports. 

Imports of fuel oil climbed 5.1 
per cent to a record 317 million 
bands (50.88 million kl), sus- 
tained by heavy imports of naph- 
tha, kerosene oQ and diesel 
engine oil, die ministry said. 

It said output of fuel oil in 
Japan gained 5.4 per cent to 1.04 
lriflionbarrds(167.1 1 million ki) 
and its sales on the domestic 
market increased 3.7 per cent to 
1 3 billion barrels (209 .22 million . 
kl). 

In December, the ministry said 
crudeimports rose 7.2 per cent to 
126.66 million barrels (20.33 
million id), reflecting strong 
demand from the petrochemical 
industry. 

Imports of fuel oil hit a mon- 
thly record of 3Z7 million bands 
(5.25 miDkm kl). up 17.7per©eg^ 


from the Mideast, resulting in a 
vulnerable economic base Tor 
Japan.’' . ...•• • ' 

Nevertheless, Japanese depeh- 
dence on' oil for its primary 
energy supply, .which was at a 
high 77 per cen t levd prior to the 
. Oil crisis in 1973, has since 
declined gradually. This decline 
can be attributed to: mainly 
industry’s efforts forenergy con- 
servation and conversion to - 
alternative energy. . .. 

'-Japan 1* eating utmost 
efforts to enforce - an ; energy 
policy, based on the following 
three guidelines: Securing stable 
oil supplies;' promoting the. 
development and introduction 
of nuclear power, coat natural 
gas arid other alternative energy 
sources; and -promoting’ energy - 
conservation.' v . 

In October 1987, the advisory 
committee for energy submitted 
a report entitled “Long-term' 
energy, supply and demand 
outlook," which is a guideline for 
the implementation of energy ; 
policies. This report points out 
the necessity of attaining an 
optimum long-term energy sup- . 
ply and demand structure that 
strikes a balance between 
security and cost. The ' outlook : 
describes in detail a.-pU%t$v 
increase the proportion of alter- . 
native energy sources to more 1 
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Progress with Distinction 


The New Honda Accord 1990 : Engineered to the Last Detail 


Honda Accord's fourth generation is an ’evolution’. 
Since its beginning in 1977. Honda Accord is 
steering in the direction ot progress. 

Virtually every part is new. 

The Accord's new features that enhance 
performance, comfort and styling clearly place it in 
a class above ns Japanese stable-mates. The new 
Accord exudes prestige and will pose a serious 
threat to the upper class cars from Europe. The 
new Accord sets new standards for manufacturing 
fit and finish quality, passenger comfort and 
driving pleasure 

Yet again Honda have incorporated their Formula 
1 racing experience and successes in a masterly 
way Both the 2-litre programmed carburettion and 
the 2 2-litre fuel injected engines are with 16 
valves and deliver smooth, responsive power 
throughout the speed range to give exhilarating 
excitement to the driver. Two cleverly designed 
balancer shafts rotate in opposite directions at 
twice the speed of the crankshaft to significantly 
reduce engine vibration Even at very high speed 
the car maintains remarkable roadholding due to 
its new suspension and steering system. It grips 
the road like no other to give the driver a 
reassuring feeling of control and safety. 

The cabin is not only large, comfortable and 
elegant. It is also water-quiet due to the unique 
insulation of a steel foil sandwich melt sheet on 
the floor and bulkhead and a honeycomb 
insulation on the roof. Minimised gaps and seams 
between body panels virtually eliminate wind 
noise As the passenger compartment is insulated 
against noise from the engine, road and wind, the 
fatigue factor is substantially reduced. 

All round visibility is enhanced by large 
wraparound glass areas, and body ngidity - an 
essential safely factor - is increased by 40%. 

In creating the new Accord. Honda has redefined 
the concept of a Sedan car. It is as exciting to 
behold as it is to dnve. As softly elegant on the 
intenor as it is tough and beautiful on the exterior. 
As openly spacious for the passenger as it is 
dynamic and exciting for the driver. 
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Sanyo Securities trading centre 


Sanyo Securities Co, Ltd, is one of Japan's oldest and largest securities 
houses. In a systematic effort to differentiate its sendees advan- 
tageously from competitors , Sanyo has moved aggressively to develop 
new and better ways of maximizing value for clients in brokerage, 
investment banking, and related services. Sanyo calls this “changing 
the rules of the game.' 1 It's a fresh and stimulating approach, and it has 
proven especially appealing to non-Japanese clients who are seeking 
new perspectives on the Tokyo market 
Markets are becoming more complex, more interdependent When 


currencies move, bonds respond; when bonds move, stocks respond; 
and when stocks and bonds move, the financial derivatives — converti- 
ble bonds, warrant bonds and index futures — respond. 

In this new reality, trading requires a new perspective, which can only 
be gained by a new environment — a working environment where 
traders can respond to information flows from a multitude of sources, 
and feel the pulse of every market The need is not so much for a trading 
room, as lor a trading centre. And that is exactly what the new Sanyo 
Securities trading ‘room’ is: a centre. It is the only trading centre 


anywhere that has been designed and built from the ground up 
specifically for this purpose. It is the largest continuous open work 
space in the world. It incorporates the latest developments in financial 
technology and represents the best vision of how to meet the growing 
global market needs of Sanyo's clients. Sanyo Securities Co. says in its 
annual report that no equity market In the world matches Japan in 
vigour of demand or In depth of supply. The Japanese economy 
continues to generate liquidity on an unprecedented scale, and this 
liquidity is the inexorable dynamic of the Japanese stock market It is the 
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Investors retain confidence 


JAPANESE . direct ■ overseas ... 
investment is swelling rapidly in 
recent years. At the same time, 
foreign investment in Japan, too, 
is increasing sharply. The value 
of notifications received by the 
Finance Ministry regarding 
foreign investment in Japan was 
just a bit more than $900 million 
a year in fiscal 1985 and 1986, but 
soared to 52.2 billion in fiscal 
1987 and to 53.2 billion in fiscal 
1988. 

Investment in Japan by US 
corporations jumped from 5938 
million in fiscal 1987 to 51.774 
billion in fiscal 1988, an increase 
of as much as 89 per cent. Invest- 
ment by European corporations 
increased from $448 million to 
5817 million, a growth of 82 per 
cent. In addition, investment by 
foreign-affiliated firms in Japan 
totalled 5300 million in fiscal 
1988. 

It was in 1986 that Japanese 
direct investment in the US and 
Europe soared due to the yen's 
appreciation and trade friction. 
About a year later. American 
and European investment in 
Japan increased. The first reason 
for this was that the Japanese 
market grew into a huge size next 
only to that of the VJS as a result 
of Japan's overcoming the 
impact of the strong yen and 
expanding domestic demand. 

• Vigorous plant and equipment 
investment and sophistication of 
consumption spending have 
made Japan into the most 
promising market for American 
and European manufacturers. 

The second reason is that 
Japan is the best countiy as the 
production base of high-tech 
industries, such as semiconduc- 
tor. computer, machinery, new 
materials and pharmaceuticals. 
American and European cor- 
porations stepped up their inves- 
tment in Japan as a manufactur- 
ing base for the most advanced 
products and even as a R&D 
base. They felt that Japan's man- 
agement resources, such as tech- 
nology. capital labour force and 
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Recognizing that quality information is the essence of quality service in today's capita] markets, Sanyo 
invests proportionally more of its revenues in computer systems than any other securities house in 

Japan. 



capacity to supply high-tech 
parts were an immense attrac- 
tion. The third reason is that, 
with eyes on Asia's striking 
growth. American and 
European multinationals 
positioned Japan as a vital 
strategic base in the global con- 
text. 

Ordinarily, the relatively steep 
climb of wages in Japan due to 
the yen's appreciation and the 
soaring of land prices would be 
factors which restrain invest- 
ment in Japan. But, it seems that 
attractive points which out- 
weight the minus factors have 
appeared. Although foreign 
investment in Japan is increas- 
ing. as of March 31 last year the 
value of foreign investment, 
totalling SI 2.8 billion, was not 
even 7 per cent of the value of 
Japanese overseas investment 
totalling 5 1 86.4 billion. Thus, the 
imbalance between in-out and 
out-in investment remains huge. 


According to the US Depart- . 
ment of Commerce's data 
obtained from a survey of 
American corporations, their 
overseas capital expenditure in 
1988 totalled 542.8 billion, up 24 
per cent over the year before. 
American capital expenditure in 
Japan increased by a whopping 
70 per cent to reach $1.2 biiuoa. 
Investment by the machinery 
(includes computer) and electric/ 
electronic equipment industries 
doubled. IBM Japan Ltd-, which 
is the biggest overseas produc- 
tion base of International Busi- 
ness Machines Corp., increased 
the production oflarge multipur- 
pose 3090 and semiconductors. 

At the same time, it is rapidly 
expandingits R&D division. The 
world’s second largest computer 
maker Digital Equipment Corp. 
started production in Japan of 
super-minicomputer and 
medium-type multipurpose 
machines. 

Other American manufac- 


turers, too, are starting up 
production in Japan. Many soft- 
ware houses, too, have moved 
into Japan. Texas Instruments 
Inc., Motorola, Inc. and others 
are stepping up the production of 
semiconductors through their 
Japanese subsidiary or joint ven- 
tures. This is a field in which 
Japanese firms themselves are 
strong. With the advance into 
this country of these foreign 
firms, Japan is becoming 
increasingly more like the 
world's high-tech centre. 

The American chemical indus- 
try’s percent investment in Japan 
increased in 1988 by 75 per cent 
Especially conspicuous was the 
investment made by such firms as 
E.I. du Pont de Nemours and 
Co., The Dow Chemical Co_ and 
The Upjohn Co, for the man- 
ufacture of high-tech chemical 
products and for the establish- 
ment of research laboratories. It 
was not only American compan- 
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Sources: Reuters, Bank of Japan 

The giant European chemical 
manufacturers, sudh as Imperial 
Chemical Industries PLC of 
Britain, Bayer AG, BASF AG 
and Hoechst AG of West Ger- 
many, and Gba-Geigy Ltd. of 
Switzerland are increasing their 
investment in manufacturing 
and R&D in Japan. The chemical 
industry is one of the few fields in 
which Japan is weak com- 
petitively vis-a-vis America and 
Europe. This makes the 
American and European com- 
panies all the more eager to 
advance into Japan. 

In the distribution industry, 
riding on the wave of sophistica- 
tion of Japanese consumption, 
there was an increase in invest- 
ment to strengthen organiza- 
tions in Japan tor selling brand 
products, such as Mercedes Benz 
and BMW of West Germany, 
Louis Vuitton of France, and 
various brands of British Scotch 
whiskey. 

As Tokyo has become the 


world's largest financial and 
capital market, investment by 
US and European financial ins- 
titutions, too, has increased. 
With the recent opening of the 
Japanese market and easing of 
restrictions, there has been an 
increase in the number of foreign 
construction, transportation 
and communication corpora- 
tions advancing into Japan. 

Foreign investment in Japan is 
expected to increase in the future. 
According to the above men- 
tioned US Commerce Depart- 
ment's survey overseas capital 
expenditure plans, it is exported 
that this year die aggregate 
amount of investment wffl reach 
548.1 bfiHorz, up 12percent over 
the year before. The plans for 
investment in Japan show an 
increase of 38 per cent, the high- 
est growth rate for any part of the 
world. The world-wide capital 
expenditure of American man- 
ufacturing industries will 
increase 17 percent. 


chief reason that the Tokyo market recovered more quickly than any of 
the world's other ma[or stock markets after the Black Monday crash of 
October 1987 and has long since gone on to newliighs. 

Japanese equities are the most interesting investment in the World 
today. At Sanyo, a multinational team of traders, brokers and resear- * 
chers helps investors come to terms with opportunity and risk in the 
Japanese stock market This team devotes special attention to the 
needs of overseas investors, bending over backwards to make sure 
■that thes8 clients receive the same up-to-the minute information. 


Non-military aid 


Japan still largest donor 

Japan plans to extend 1.45 trillion yen (59.92 billion) in non- 
mmtaiy foreign aid in fiscal 1990, likely making it the world’s 
largest donor country for the third consecutive year, the Foreign 
Ministry has said. _■ 

ning April 1 would^ainount foanimrease of 5.8 per centfrom the 
previous year. • 

Japan became the world’s largest donor of non-military 
foreign aid in 1988, surpassing the United States, the ministry 
said. It said aid that year totalled $9.1 3 billion. 

In fiscal 1990, grants will account for 48.4 per cent of the aid, 
up from 46.9’per cent the previous year, and will amount to 774 
billion yen $5 JO billion), the ministry said- - 
It said the remaining 51.6 per cent, or 826 trillion yen (55.66 
billion), will be official loans. 

Japan expects to receive about 150 billion yen (5 1 .03) in loan 
repayments, reducing the overall aid budget cost to 1 .45 trillion 
yen (59.92 trillion), it added. 

A foreign ministry official, speaking on condition of anon- 
ymity, said the nation's officials development assistance budget 
for fiscal 1990 is expected “to exceed that of the United States,” 
whose figures will be known at the end of this month. 

But the official said Japan's ODA budget will show a 2.8 per 
cent reduction from fiscal 1989 in dollar terms because of the 
Japanese yen’s declining value against the US Dollar. ■ 

Of the grants, those to be extended, to international organiza- 
tions such as the International Development Association are to 
increase 14.8 per cent from fiscal 1989. 

Japan has promised to supply _a total of S 3 trillion to the IDA 
over the next fiscal year. 


Iraq to expand oil exports 


C. Itoh renews contract 

G. ITOH and Co. has renewed a one-year direct dwai contract to 
import crude oil from Iraq. 

P^ber 1989 to September 1990, C. Itoh will import 
IUU.UUU barrels per day m response to Iraq’s request for the 
contract renewal. Iraq is seeking to expand crude exports to 
obtmn foreign currency for postwar economic rehabilitation 
projects. 

C. Itoh will import Basra light medium-grade crude oil, for 
sale mainly To foreign-affiliated oil companies in Japan, the 
company said. * * 

So far Iraq imports into Jarran lnvWHwwf i 


Surplus falls ‘are key to market stability’ 


FRESH disruptions of international fin- 
ancial markets, simitar to Black Monday 
in October. 1987. could occur unless 
Japan continues to reduce its current 
account surpluses, the Organisation of 
Economic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment has warned in its latest annual 
survey on the Japanese economy. 

"The Japanese current external sur- 
plus needs to be seen as part of an inter- 
national pattern of surpluses and 
deficits, a pattern which if it continued 
for a prolonged period — might lead to 
cumulative positions that could engen- 
der financial market disruption,” the 
report says in its concluding section. 

Despite this stern warning, the OECD 
gives the Japanese authorities high 
marks for the progress they have made in 


restructuring the economy away from 
dependence on exports in the past few 
years, and for the reductions to date in 
the country's surpluses in terms of gross 
national product. 

Japan's seasonally-adjusted industrial 
production in October increased 0.4 per 
cent over the preceding month, up from 
the preliminary growth rate of 0.3 per 
cent, the Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry has reported. 

The ministry said the production index 
stood at 1 19.7 against the 1985 base of 
100 . 

Ministry officials said production was 
sluggish in such sectors as metal, textiles 
and general machinery as they cut their 
production during October. 

The officials estimated industrial 


production for fiscal 1989, ending next 
March 3 1, will grow at a range between 
4.6 per cent and 5.5 per cent. 

Reflecting sluggish exports of 
automobiles and steelproducts, the ship- 
ment index fell 1.1 per cent to 119.3 .,tne 
officials said. 

The inventory index rose 1 .4 per cent 
to 109, they said. 

Japan’s trade minister has declined in 
effect a United Auto Workers’ call for a 
cut in Japanese car exports to the United 
States and said he will decide whether to 
extend or remove voluntary restraint in 
the near future. 

Hikaru Matsunaga, minister of inter- 
national trade and industry which over- 
sees Japan's foreign trade, said a quota 


reduction is very unlikely. 

There are three alternatives as I under- 
stand iL First to scrap the current volun- 
tary auto restraint, second to maintain 
the status quo, and last choice to cut the 
quota, he said, adding: 

The last choice is "very unlikely." 

Matsunaga said "l will make up my 
mind (on the matter) in the near future 
after reviewing various factors." 

The Japan Automobile Manufac- 
turers' Association said Japan’s car 
exports to the United States have begun 
to shrink since July last year and there are 
little signs that they will pick up in the 
near future. 

Japan's car shipments to the United 
States were about 200,000 units short of 
'the ceiling last year. Sluggish demand 


and expansion of local production by 
Japanese automakers in the United 
States were died as principal reasons. 

Shoichiro Toyoda, president of 
Japan’s top automaker Toyota Motor 
Corp. and head of the Auto Manufac- 
turers' Association, called for abolition 
of the voluntary restraint. 

"It (the voluntary restraint) is no lon- 
ger necessary because Japanese car 
exports (to the United States) will foil 
short of the quota for the third st raig ht 
year." 

He estimated Japanese exports this 

S - w31 be about 10 per cent below the 

L 

Toyoda has been an opponent of the 
quota system, which he says is against the 
principle of free competition. 
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Meanwhile, Iranis seeking Japanese expertise and finance for 

ISSSI^SSSaSS^ its war - tora “o' 0 "* Jap “- 

An Iranian Oil Ministry mission on a week-long visit to Tokyo 
““g* “opomfc Plan allowing for the use of 

up to 527 buhon of foreign debt in meetings with executives at 
Japanese trading co mpany 

On the Ira ni a n project list are oil and gas development, 
retmery upgrading and petrochemical production. One source 
»id Iran wants to deydop super heavy crude oil fields, which 
have reserves estimated by Iran to total 30 billion barrels. 

led by Deputy Minister 
Madjed Hedyatsadeb, gave no details of the projects. 

An official at a Japanese trade house said Iran wants to 
upgrade its refineries to raise domestic lubricant supplies. 


Cltoh & Company; 
trade, 1989 1 

(YwUHm) 


9.27*25 

SSf KBSS 

aass— *88 

■ raalyci r (April ISSS-Marea 1989} 


$.640,200 

2^210 

1.678312 

2.999,206 

15,539,928 

278,142 

25^82 


+ 73 
-10 
- +2.T 
-6.7 
■ +2.7 

+192 
+ 19.9 




TOYOTA IS ABOUT TO 

CHANCE YOUR WHOLE IMAGE 
OF HIGH PERFORMANCE 
LUXURY CARS. 
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LEXUS IS COMING 


There are high performance luxury cars 
that fulfill their promise of luxury, but 
leave you to enjoy it at a snail’s pace. 
And others that give you the kind of 
safety only a small bird feels in its nest, 
with just about as much freedom and 
comfort. 

Toyota, however, is about to intro- 
duce a car so advanced, it will give you 
all of the above — performance, com- 
fort and safety — at levels of technology 
never before experienced. You could be 


one of the first to drive a car that took 
1,400 of Toyota’s most talented engineers, 
five years and 450 prototypes to create. 

Fortunately, unlike the little bird, you 
won’t have to wait too long to fly away. 


lHE RELENTLESS PURSUIT 
OF PERFECTION. 



A New Division of Toyota 


lL)) Mohamed Noser Al-Sayer& Sons Est. 


KUWAIT « TELEPHONE: 4714348 







Automakers brace for growing competition 


ANTICIPATING sluggish ex- 
ports in 1990, Japanese 
automakers are bracing for shar- 
per competition on the domestic 
market while trying to expand 
their overseas production. - 

Major Japanese car manufac- 
turers have set a higher domestic 
sales target for cars and commer- 
cial vehicles this year in a move to 
expand their market shares. 

Their combined sales targets 
for this year totalled about 7.6 
million units, including about 1 .8 
million minicars. 

They predicted their exports 
this year will remain almost 
unchanged at S.9 milli on units. 

“Competition among Japan- 
ese automakers on the domestic 
market will inevitably intensify 
this year because they have set a 
substantially high sales target 
each," said an official of die 
Japan Automobile Manufac- 
turers’ Association. 


Move to expand overseas production 


Middle East Imports of vehicles, 1988 
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Car production, exports and imports, 1987-88 
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Important tax tariff rates on cars, as of January 1987, were: Japan — free; US — free from 
Canada, but 23 per cent from other countries; EEC countries — free fr om EEC and £FTA 
member nations, but 10 per cent from other countries 


Source; Japan Automobile Manufactnren Association 


Source; JAMA (Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association) 


Domestic sales of cars and 
commercial vehicles in 1989 
totalled 7.09 million units, 
including 1 .7 million minicars. 

Shoichiro Toyoda. president 


of Japan’s top automaker 
Toyota Motor Corn., said in a 
New Year message mat thecom- 


said in a 


pany aims to sell 2.48 million 
vehicles in 1990, up from 2.31 
million units in 1989. 

He predicted the company’s 
overseas sales will remain almost 
unchanged at 1.68 millioa units 
mainly because “we do not 
expect the US market to recover 
its past strength." 

Yutaka Kume, president of 
Toyota's arch rival Nissan 


Motor Co., vowed to strengthen 
its sales organisation to attain its 
goal of selling 1.5 milli on units 
annually in order to expand its 
market share to 30 per cent 

The company's domestic sales 
grew 13.7 per cent in 1989 to 
1.064 milli on units, including 
997,104 passenger cars, up 15.8 
percent. 

Honda Motor Co., has set its 
domestic sales target at 725,000 
units, up 8.7 per cent. It 
anticipated a 3.5 per cent 


decrease in exports to 660,000 
units because of expanding over- 


units because of expanding over- 
seas production. 

Mitsubishi Motor Coip., the 
Japanese affiliate of Chrysler 
Corp. of the United States, set a 


domestic sales target of 700,000 
units, up 5.0 per cent, and exports 
of 600,000 units, up 3.0 percent. 

In addition, die company said, 
it plans to import 8,000 units 
from its joint venture with 
Chrysler in the United States tins 
year. 

Mazda Motor Corp.. 
affiliated with Ford Motor Cb. 
of the United States, projected 
domestic sales of 560,000 units, 
up 14.3 per cent, against a 0.1 per 
cent decrease in exports to 
800,000 units. 

Mazda president Norimasa 
Furuta said the company plans 
to raise the domestic sales share 
to 50 per cent over the next few 
years. 


Foreign automakers have also 
projected their combined sales in 
Japan for 1990 at 240,000 units, 
up 333 per cent over last year. 

West German cars accounted 
for 66 percent of the total impor- 
ted car sales in Japan in 1989. 

“We welcome competition, 
through competition, we will 


grow because Japanese cus- 
tomers want something different 
and we are stronger than our 
competitors in this area," said 
Hans-Peter Sonnenborn, 


P resident of BMW Japan, the 
apanese subsidiary of the West 


Japanese subsidiary of the West 
German car maker. 

While introducing new attrac- 
tive models early this year, the 
company will consolidate its 


dealer network to attain its sales 
goal of 37,000 units, up 12.0 per 
cent over last year, Sonnenborn 
said. 

Imported car sales accounted 
for about 4.0 per cent of the 
Japanese car market 

“We do not expect intensified 
competition between Japanese 
and foreign car makers because 
we are trying to develop a new 
market here in Japan," said a 
spokesman for the Japan 
Automobile Importers Associa- 
tion. 

“Most of our customers are 
those who switch from Japanese 
cars to imported cars," he said. 

Foreign car makers beoefitted 
from Japan's first sales tax 


introduced last April under 
which the acquisition tax was 
lowered to a uniform 6.0 percent 
from old rates ranging from 1 8.5 
per cent to over 23.0 per cent. 

In line with their import 
promotion programmes, Japan- 
ese aut omaker s plan to increase 
“reverse exports" of vehicles 
produced at their factories in 
North America. 

Some makers also announced 
plans to increase sales of cars 
produced by their foreign part- 
ners. 

Overseas production by 
Japanese automakers is expected 
to reach 1.1 million units in fiscal 
1990, starting next April 1, up 
from an estimated 850,000 units 


this year. 

Industry sources said the 
Japanese share on the US car 
market is expected to reach 30 
per cent in fiscal 1990, up from 
the current 26 per cent. 

Japanese exports of finished 
cars to the United States in the 
current fiscal year are estimated 
at about 1 .8 million units, falling 
short of the 2.3 million unit 
voluntary quota for the third 
straight year. 

Toyota and Nissan, have 
reported mixed results in exports 
for 1989, with Toyota’s exports 
declining 8.1 per cent over the 
previous year while Nissan pos- 
ted its first rise in four years. 

Toyota died sluggish exports 
to the United States as the main 
reason for its drop. 

Toyota, the nation’s No. I car- 
maker, said total exports for 
1989 was down 8.1 per cent to 
1,669,130 units — the first titnein 
two years that total exports fell 
below those of the previous 
year's result. 

Nissan’s exports for 1989 
amounted to 1,064,172 units, an 
increase of 2 per cent over the 
year before, representing the car- 
maker’s first nse in four years, its 
report said. 

^‘This increase in exports 
reflects 1988’s low figure and the 
favourable reception of new Nis- 
san models in the US market," 
the company said. 

Both Tokyo and Nissan repor- 
ted record domestic vehicle sales 
in 1989 amid booming domestic 
demand. 

Toyota Motor Corp. has said 
it has signed a 10-year contract in 


Budapest recently to export 
2.550 ambulances worth an 
estimated $53 million to Hun- 
gary. 

It was Toyota's largest export 
deal with Hungary, officials said. 

The Nagoya-based company 
said shipments will begin as soon 
as Hungary gel ready to accept 
the vehicles, the official said. 

The company said it plans to 
export 200-300 units annually in 
the first five years and 250 units a 
year thereafter, the official said, 

Toyota exported only 55 pas- 
senger cars to Hungary in - the" 
January-November period of 
1989 and 181 units in 1988. 

Meanwhile. Mitsubishi 
Motors Corp., Japanese affiliate 
of Chrysler Corp. of the United 
States, said it aims to more than 
triple its vehicle and auto parte 


imports to 100 billion yen ($689 
million) by March 1993. 


million) by March 1993. 

The Tokyo-based company' 
said the target figure represents* 
3.6-fold increase of the 1988 level 
of 27.5 billion yen ($1 90 million); 

The company said imports of 
auto parts will more than double 


to 65 billion yen ($448 million) 
while vehicle imports will 
increase 90-fold to 35 billion yen 
($241 million). 

It said 10,000 cars to be man- 
ufactured at its plants in the 
United States and Australia will 
be brought for sale in Japan while 
5.000 vehicles will be imported 
from Daimler-Benz AG of West 
Germany. 


to market Chrysler vet 
Japan. 


Merger reflects strong liberalisation 


Deregulation to continue 


J AL profits soaring 


Toyota, Nissan post record sales 


JAPAN'S financial institutions 
are set to take a number of small 
but important steps this year as 
part of the nation's slow march 
toward financial liberalisation. 

From the introduction of 
lower-denomination money 
market certificates to the merger 
of two major banks, 1 99Q is shap- 
ing up as another year of gradual 
but significant change within the 
industry. 

The changes will mean 
increased competition between 
and among city and regional 
banks, post offices and securities 
companies. In turn, as restriction 
on interest rates are eased, 
smaller institutions will face 
increased pressure to merge or to 
find new profit centres. 

Despite the financial changes, 
die tempo in Japan is slower than 
in overseas markets, according 
to executives. Indeed, if Japan 
fails to accelerate the pace, finan- 
cial friction with the US and 
European nations is likely to 
Hare this year, says Shinichiro 
Ohta. managing director of Mit- 
subishi Corp. 

Japan's continuing series of 
financial deregulations began 
about five years ago after the US 
Treasury Department and the 
Finance Ministry started hold- 


Boom in overseas travel 


Hie changes will mean increased competition 
among city and regional banks, post offices and 
securities companies. Smaller institutions will 
face greater pressure. 


Output climbs 


I 

i 


ing regular “Japan-US Yen- 
Dollar Committee" talks as ways 


Dollar Committee" talks as ways 
to open each other's financial 
markets. 

Last year, financial liberalisa- 
tion included a new short-term 
prime lending system, the start of 
a price auction system for 10- 
year government bonds and the 
introduction of so-called Super 
MMCs pr Y3 million money 
market certificates. A new 
exchange, the Tokyo Inter- 
national Financial Futures 
Exchange, also started trading. 

This year, there will be further 
activity in opening up financial 
markets to more participants, 
particularly small investors. 

For example, on April 2, Y1 
million money market cer- 


tificates will be introduced for 
the fust time. At present, the 
smallest denomination cer- 
tificate is Y3 million. 

The reduced amount is likely 
to stimulate sales of the relatively 
high interest-bearing money 
market certificates among 
Japanese savers. 

According to a Finance Minis- 
try survey, some 80 per cent of 
individuals who hold a time 
deposit account at a commercial 
bank are wealthy enough to be 
able to buy the small-denomina- 
tion certificate. 

Currently, a three-month 
MMC pays 4.6 per cent, com- 
pared with 232 per cent for a 
three-month time deposit. 

In a related move, the Finance 
Ministry is considering lowering 
the smallest sales unit of large- 
denominalion time deposits 
from Y10 million to either Y7 
million or Y5 million during the 
year. 

While interest rates on MMCs 
move in a fixed range, large-den- 
omination time deposits freely 
fluctuate according to 
movements in money markets. 

According to financial 
analysts, introduction of new 
money market products carrying 
semiregulated or unregulated 
interest rates will inevitably lead 
to increased costs for banks. 


massive change. 

On April l, the beginning of 
the new fiscal year for many com- 
panies, Mitsui Bank and Taiyo 
Kobe Bank will merge to become 
the Mitsui Taiyo Kobe Bank. 

That bank will be Japan's and 
the world's second largest, foll- 
owing Dai -Ichi Kangyo Bank. 

According to Mitsui Bank 
president Kenichi Suem&tsu, the 
merger reflects the strong liberal- 
isation and internationalization 
pressures on banks these days. 

Indeed, many analysts expect 
other banks to merge, despite 
statements by former Bank of 
Japan governor Satoshi Sunita 
that another such merger is 
unlikely. 

Already, Tokyo financial 
observers are speculating that 
Sanwa Bank and HokltiadoTak- 
ushoku Bank, two of the 13 city 
banks operating nation-wide, 
may announce a marriage before 
year's end. 


JAPAN AIRLINES CO. 
projects, its consolidated net 
profits in the current business 
year ending March 1 990 will hita 
record high of Y30 billion, up 49 
per cent from a year earlier. The 
profits rise is attributed to the 
boom in overseas travel as well as 
the recovery of its price,, com- 
petitiveness in domestic air 
service due to the abolishment of 
the passenger tax. 

JAL’s passenger traffic 
receipts in the half year ended 
September rose 11.8 per cent, 
while its revenues from freight 
operations in the same period 
expanded 10.9 percent 

The firm has been maintaining 
its strong business performance 
in the current half-year, with an 
average seat-occupancy rate of 
more than 70 per cent The 
domestic air-service sector is 


expected to turn into the black. 
Unconsolidated net profits ii 


Unconsolidated net profits in 
the current year are expected to 
rise 50 per cent to Y26 billion. 
The ratio of consolidated net 
profits to unconsolidated net 


profits will remain approx- 
imately the same at 1 .15. 

Meanwhile, Yamatake-Hone- 
ywell Co. reported an annual 45 
per cent rise in its consolidated 
net income for the year ended 
September to reach Y8.2 billion, 
as the parent and all other group 
companies posted ; 4ncreaseSr in 
earnings. Consolidated sales 
picked up 18 per cent to nearly 
• Y158 billion, it said Dec. 22. 

Its consolidated net income 
reached 145 per cent of after-tax 
profits of the parent. 

Sales of automated systems for 
use in buildings increased more 
than 18 per cent, and those of 
industrial-use automation sys- 
tems rose almost 20 per cent, the 
company said. 

The parent's strong perfor- 
mance helped push up earnings 
of its five consolidated sub- 
sidiaries.- They are engaged in 
parts production, maintenance 
and sales activities for 
Yamatake-Honeywell’s pro- 
ducts. 

The firm, SO per cent owned by 


Honeywell Inc. of the US projec- 
ted its group sales would rise 7.6 
per cent in Ine year through next 
September to reach_Y17Q billion. 

Sumitomo Chemical Co. will 
likely see its net profits on a con- 
solidated basis amount to Y34 
billion in the year through 
December 1989, down 1 I J per 1 
cent' from, a year earlier, com- 
pany sources said. The fall is 
attributed to the decline in 
profits of its Singapore unit and 
the losses suffered by its Japanese 
consolidated subsidiary. 
Sumitomo Chemical's uncon- 
solidated profits for die same 


AMID booming consumer spending and continuing economic 
expansion in Japan, both Toyota Motor Corp. and Nissan 
Motor Co. posted record domestic sales for 1989. 

Statistics released by Japan's two largest automobile makers 
also show increases in both their domestic and overseas produo 
tion for the year . However, while exports by Nissan grew slightly, 
Toyota’s exports fell from a year before, , reflecting a steep 
increase in overseas output. 

Toyota postedJotal domestic sales of 2.3 million units, up 8.9 
per cent from, a year earlier. As a result, Toyota held a 31.8 per 


cent market share, up 03 parentage point Toyota produced a 
total of four million units in 1989, up 0.2 per cent from the 1988 
record. 

Nissan’s domestic sales for 1989 totalled 13 million units, up 
14 per cent and market share rose 03 percentage point to-23.7 
percent Nissan[s total production for 1989 was up 11 percentat 
three million units. 

According to officials at Toyota and Nissan, a booming 
economy and rising personal consumption ™ Japan is pusbing up 
sales of automobiles and other goods. Industry statistics show 
Japan’s motor vehicle market grew S perceut in 1989, with s&ka ' 
totalling 7.3 milHon units. ' . 

Toyota’s exports totalled 1 .7 million units, down 8. 1 per cent* ' 
reflecting a wide increase in the company's overseas production,; •“ 
which rose 93 per cent to 471,987. 

Nissan's exports amounted to 1.1 million units, up two per* 
cent The company attributed the increase to 1988's low figure.^ 
and the favourable reception of new Nissan models in the U^V:. 
Nissan's overseas production grew 16 per cent to 636,224 unit&TT 
— v 


cent to Y2D bflhon. 

The announcement was the 
first by Japanese banks and it 
attributed to Mitsubishi's listing 
of its shares on the New York 
Stock Exchange, which requires 
listed firms to disclose business 
results twicea year. 

Meanwhile, Sansui Electric 
Co’s, liabilities in excess of assets 
totalled Y 1 3.8 billion for the year 
ended October 1989* 


Another banking trend, noted 
in a recent Nihon Keizai Shim- 


And if the reverse spread bet- 
ween long- and short-term 
interest rates remains unrec- 
tified, banks’ profitability will be 
more strained than before, said 
Fuji Bank managing director 
K uni take Nomura. 

For at least two Japanese 
banks, 1990 is set to be a year of 


bun survey, is the increasing 
pourchase by long-term credit 
banks and life insurance com- 
panies of shares of smaller 
regional banks, in order to stren- 
gthen their influence. In a 
separate move, four of the 404 
Japanese credit co-operatives 
plan to merge in April. 

Liberalisation is also set to hit 
the securities industry this year. 
For example, securities houses 
are set to review their present 
fixed underwriting and stock 
brokerage commissions. 

In turn, the lowering of com- 
missions is expected to have a 
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considerable impact 
profitability, analysts said. 


New plant planned 


Matsushita chooses Texas 


MATSUSHITA Electric 
Industrial Co.. Japan's largest 
electronics company, has chosen 
Texas for building its ambitious 
manufacturing complex but no 
derision on a specific location 

has been made, a company spok- 
esman has said. 

A copyright story in the Dallas 
Morning News said the Fort 
Worth area has been selected as 
the location where the electronic 
giant- which makes the popular 
Panasonic products, is negotiat- 
ing to acquire 1.000 (400 ha) 
acres ofland on which to build a 
500.000 square-foot (465.000 
sqm) campus-like facility lo 
manufacture a number of elec- 
tronic products. 

Justin Camerlengo. a spokes- 
man for the company's US sub- 
sidiary, Matsushita Electric 
Corp. of America, in Secaucus. 
New Jersey, said i* has not made 
any commitment to the Fort 
Worth area. 

“It is Texas for sure and no 
other stale." he said. “But what 


we are saying is we are not yet 
committed to the Fort Worth 
area. Certainly it is one of the 
possibilities and we do have an 
active interest in the general area 
and negotiations are going on. 
But we are not excluding other 
parts of the state." 

The Morning News, quoting 
industry and trade sources, said 
the company has narrowed its 
choices m Tarrant or Denton 
counties near Fort Worth's new 
alliance airport. 

The area is near where Tandy 
Corp- has a factory that builds 


personal computers sold under 
both the Tandy and Panasonic 


both the Tandy and Panasonic 
brands. 

"It’s probably in your area." 
the newspaper quoted another 
Matsushita spokesman as say- 
ing. 

But Camerlengo said the final 
derision is expected to be made in 
this quarter. " It could be as short 
as one month and it could be two 
months." he said. 

He said the company currently 


does not even know bow many 
factories and plants would be 
located at the campus site. 

"If Matsushita does, in fact, 
put a major manufacturing, dis- 
tribution and sales operation in 
Texas, it will be a tremendous' 
boost to the slate in solidifying its 
position as one of the major cen- 
tres for the electronic industry in 
the United States," said Bernard 
Weinstein, director of Centre for 
Economic Development and 
Research at the University of 
North Texas in Demon, near 
Dallas. 

“Both the Dallas-Fort Worth 
and the Austin areas already 
have a large number of compan- 
ies in electronics, telecommun- 
ications and instrumentation 
and this w ould complement ihcir 
base significantly, i believe the 
economic impact of Matshushita 
coining to Texas would be just as 
significant as the relocation of 
J.C. Penney and that of the 
superconducting supercollider," 
be said. 


Pentax proudly presents the user- 
friendly Zoom 90 with its unusual 
versatility to expand the joys of 
picture-taking. 

Zoom with feeling 

Naturally the Zoom 90 zooms — 
choose the size of your image at arty 
point from 38mm wide angle shots 
to 90mm telephoto effects. Now you 
can do more than simply "record" 
subjects — you can show how you 


really feel about the important people in two pictures in two different poses. 


number of exposures, auto-flash on -\j 
or off, multiple exposure and more), v] 

See 36 hours you've neverseen 4 : 
Go to sleep and shoot the beauty ; j 
of a sunset and the dawn of a new.:^ j 
day or record the blooming of a 5 
flower with the interval timer. The ' , 
Zoom 90 will shoot at your selected 
, , ^ , .. . interval— from. 10 seconds to 1 hour 

touch away. Or set the self-timer to automatically. At night, the flash auto- 
dual-frames, and you yourself appear ma tically comes to life. 


pentax 


in your life. Two zooming speeds 
enhance convenience and accuracy. 
Beyond zooming 

Beyond wide-range zooming is 
close-up macro-shooting, just a finger- 



And for creative experimentation, 
there's multiple-exposure — for 
Halloween or to place your goddess 
in a night sky. Or shoot the beauties 
of night city lights by setting the 
bulb timer (or using normal bulb 
mode). Never be afraid of the dark 
because the flash is activated auto- 
matically. And the large full informa- 
tion LCD panel dearly shows you 
what the Zoom 90 is set to do 
(induding focal length you've selected. 


Pentax has made focusing, exposure,] 
film speed setting, loading, winding, A 
and even rewinding fully automatic. 

So you can fully enjoy the freedom 
of zooming and versatile shooting 
with proven Pentax technology. 
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Bush praises ‘import superpower’ 

Expansion drive hailed 


■\ | nons spent 10.6 trillion ven 
«r\ , .-(S7-3.S billion) on science and 
Yjp&tozdW research in 1988, the 
»*<« ..-ftcnment has said. 

Spending in 1988 was 
S. equivalent to 2.85 per cent of the 
s total retail value of goods and 
! | I nJ services produced in the cotmirv 
according to a management and 
|i, co-ordination agency report, 
Jilljks ingest percentage 

r [k of the gross national product 
ever allocated to research, the 
\ agency said. In 1987, the ratio 
r ‘ pJr ^ was 2.80 per cent. 

msj Data for the report came from 
.ii/iy April 1 on 

’ill,*. 10,200 major Japanese compan- 
,1 ies, non-profit research organ- 

x, =ap,?^ universities and other 

. llr > Pybbc and private institutions 
,,i> throughout the country, the 
agency said. 

3* Japan’s private sector accoun- 

ted. ^ 8.5 trillion yen (S59 
r ' the billion), or SO per cent oITthe loud 
r*- pending, it said. The rest came 
"piv,-. from universities and govera- 
" ••'H: meat and public research institu- 
tions. 

'oh!/ . TE e Private sector’s contribu- 
j I * lion has increased steadily since 

;>■ '”«• wl«n UK repon Lid “ 

u spent 69.8 per cent of the total 
invested in research. 

‘ ‘0, The increase is attributed to a 
booming domestic economic 
M u said Michiko Hanagasaki of the 
let agency’s economic statistics div- 
ision. 

Manufacturers of 

utomobiles and electric. 
Sale telecommunications and 
medical equipment spent 
noticeably more than before, Ms 
L Hanagasaki said, 
fij The report also said Japanese 
private companies exported 
246.3 billion yen ($1.71 billion) 

, worth of technology last vear, up 
1 4.2 per oent from 1 987. " P 
Japan's technology imports 
, lt _ were a record 312.2 billion yen 
:*> ?2.16 billion), up 10.2 per 6cnt 
ly*'. from 1987, according to the 
report. 

1fi; The survey has been taken 
every year since 1953. 

. How Cj^., Japan eon- . 
tnbute-io world efforts in scien- 
Mdic __ 
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tific research and development? 
That’s a question being asked 
more and more often these days 
as Japan’s share of the world 
economy keeps on rising, and as 
the scientific environment itself 
begins to change. 

In the past, Japan has tended 
to focus on practical areas of 
research with direct applications 
in manufacturing, but recently 
there has been a move to emphas- 
ise more basic research fields 
which are considered vital for 
creation of new industries. 

Figures from the 1988 White 
Paper on Science and Tech- 
nology put Japan’s total expen- 
ditures on scientific and tech- 
nological research at something 
over Y8, 41 5 billion in fiscal 1986. 
This was about half the amount 
spent by -the US, but it far 
exceeded France, West Ger- 
many, and other European coun- 
tries. However, ifwetakea look . 
atthe breakdown of the Japanese 


figure, we find that private indus- 
try accounted for about 80 per 
cent of the total, with the govern- 
ment supplying only 20 per cenL 
It’s quite a different story in the 
US, where the government sup- 
plies around 60 per cent of total 
research funds (though it’s only 
30 per cent or so if defense spend- 
ing is excluded). 

In the Japanese system, then, 
commercial enterprises clearly 
play a leadership role. What’s 
more, their role is increasing: 
over the past few years research 
fund spend by private enterprise 
have been rising by around 15 to 
20 per cent per year, while the 
government’s contribution has 
tended to decrease by one or two 
percent 

These efforts by private enter- 
prise have made Japan’s man- 
ufacturing industry the envy of 
the world, but criticism persists 
that Japan has taken a-free ride 
on the back of basic research 


originally carried out in the US 
or Europe. A favourite example 
is transistor technology: the fun- 
damental research, which gave 
nse to whole new industries, was 
tarried out in the West, and was 
later capitalised on by Japanese 
industry. 

The Nihon Keizai Shimbun 
recently carried out a poll of 301 
science and technology experts, 
^•dng for their views on this 
criticism from abroad The 
February 1989 poll revealed that 
63 per cent of respondents agreed 
that original, traiiblazing 
research was rare in Japan, and 
30 per cent thereby felt that the 
criticism was justified. 

The year 1988 saw a lot of 
earnest debate about how Japan 
could best move from a research 
system devoted to practical tech- 
nology. to one with more 
emphasis on fundamental 
science. -It would be a -mistake 
though, to think that Japan's 
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current emphasis on basic 
science is no more than a res- 
ponse to criticism from Europe 
and the US. The fact is that 
Japan, now one of the most tech- 
nologically advanced nations, 
can no longer hope to gain tech- 
nology from abroad, even if it 
wants to. 

The 21st century will be one in 
wiuch Japan's high-tech indus- 
tries have to pay their own wav, 
developing by themselves tfie 
necessary scientific infrastruc- 
ture to support economic 
growth. 

. As a _ major contribution to 
international scientific co-opera- 
tion, the Japanese government is 
pushing its Human Frontier 
Science Project. This project is a 
world-wide effort aiming to 
understand die various mechan- 
ism of the living body, such as the 
functioning of the brain and 
nervous system, immunity to dis- 
ease, and so on — the so-called 
final frontier" of scientific 
research. 

The Human Frontier Project 
was originally proposed by for- 
mer prime minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone at the Venice summit 
m June 1987, as the first inter- 
national co-operative basic 
science research project to be led 
by Japan. At the time, the various 
countries involved failed to reach 
an agreement on the matter, so in 
June 1988 at the Toronto sum- 
mit, the then prime minister 
Noboru Takeshita again 
advocated the scheme: this time 
it was accepted. 

In the summer of 1988, the 
Agency oflndustrial Science and 
Technology ( A1ST) at the Minis- 
try of International Trade and 
Industry (Miti) started to advert- 
ise for members of the inter- 
national research teams, and 
made available grants of Y 150 
million to allow researchers from 
over three developed coun tries to 
join the teams at no cost. Five 
such teams will be formed and 
receive Y 30 million each per year 
for a period of three years. 

As an additional incentive, the 
Japanese organisers have 
decided that any fruits of the 
research, such as patents, will 
remain the property of the 
individual researchers or their 
affiliated institutions, not of the 
Japanese government. 


JAPAN'S new plan ;o reduce its 
huge trade surplus and become 
an "import superpower" drew, 
praise from I'S President Georce 
Bush and Commerce SecretarC 
Robert Mosbacher. 

Mosbacher said ihe Japanese 
programme of tax and tariff 
incentives "sounds like an 
impressive start on the road to 
buildingimpoits" bat added that 
the programme "will ultimately 
be measured by results.” 

■P 1 ? Amerce department 
will help US exporters take 
ad vantage of the programme, he 
said. 

Mosbacher’s remarks came in 
a statement that launched, dur- 
ing the Japanese Trade Minister 
Hikaiu Matsunaga. who visited 
w ashington last month, a formal 
go vemment-io- govern men i pro- 
gramme to identify opportun- 
ities for US-Japanese industrial 
co-operation. 

Mosbacher said thev had a 
very successful meeting/* bring- 
ing prospects for improvinc 
commercial relations and easing 
friction between the two coun- 
tries. 

Bush told Matsunaga the 
United States “highly 
appreciated” the Japanese 
import expansion procramme. 

Japanese Prime “Minister 
Toshiki K.aifu told Bush durine 
his 1989 Washington visit of the 
goal to transform ex port -weal- 
thy Japan into an “import super- 
power.’’ 

. .The President also praised the 

joint industrial co-operation 
initiative announced by Mosba- 
cher and stressed the importance 
of US-Japanese co-operation on 



!CS k im 


policies towards China and Eas- 
tern Europe 

Mosbacher said the initiative 
between the US Commerce 
Department and Matsunaca’s 
powerful Ministry of Inter- 
national Trade and Industry 
. "iH enable our coirespondins 
industry offices to exchange 
information formally and 
regularly and the identify oppor- 
tunities for co-operation bei- 
ween L S and Japanese industry . 

"Minister Matsunaga and' 1 
acree on the critical importance 
of the US-Japan trade relation- 
ship. and I believe that the joint 
industrial co-operation initiative 
can and will promote a better 
understanding of the policy 
development proses* that ... will 
help to reduce the potential for 
bilateral I notion and enhance 
our prospects for expanded and 
fruitful commercial lies." he 
added. 

Matsunaga was told that Bush 
continues to favour free trade 
with Japan and opposes a system 
of managed trade and quotas 
favoured by some members of 


C oncrcv*. a Japanese v'sTicta: 

Vlld. 

That wj> the message given 
him by Michael Roskin. chair- 
man of the President's Council of 
Economic Advisers, said spokes- 
man Noriyukt Shtkata 
Meanwhile. Vice-President 
Dan Quaxlc cautioned the 
Japanese against a co*::-jlotte 
policy in regularising trade and 
loans with China, the Japanese 
side said, a message apparery.lv 
repealed h\ Bush. * 

China Hjs asked Japanese 
Kinks for S2 billion in standby 
credits under an agreement sig- 
ned in NS5. according to bank- 
ing officials 

It was the first time China has 
called for a loan under the 
agreement 

The moved appear to indicate 
that China hjs been squeezed for 
tundshy Western economic sun- 
vt ions imposed last June, after a 
bloody crackdown on a pro- 
democracv movement in China. 

The Chinese request, made 
recently, came seven months 
before the bilateral loan 
agreement, signed m Julv !*iy5 
between a group of 6? Japanese 
banks and the Bank of China, 
will expire in July . an official of a 
major Japanese bank said 
Under the agreement, a 
maximum amount of S2 billion 
would be extended to China with 
a repay ment period of l».» vears. 
the official said 
The A.sahi Shimbun news- 
paper said the request shows the 
worsening situation of foreign 
reserves in China as a result of 
Western sanctions, which 
included a halt to most lending. 


High growth potential for robots 

Record business performance 

Ihhavficl,; - . 


Ohbayashi Company actively 
started to accept orders from the 
second half of fiscal 1988. a shift 
trom its previous cautious 
stance. By effectively reallocat- 
ing personnel and by focusing on 
business in the metropolitan 
area, the company has been 
increasing its potential workload 
capacity. It should therefore 
experience a higher growth rate, 
in the medium-term in terms of 
overall business results when 


compared to other major com- 
panies’ performances. 

For the first half of fiscal 1989. 
the Company's business results 
showed an 8 per cent growth in 
sales, a 32 per cent increase in 
recurring profit and a 69 percent 
jump in net profit. Orders 
received in that period registered 
a 26 per cent hike and the gross 
profit margin improved from 9.4 
to 10 3 per cent backed by an 
excellent industry environment. 


For full fiscal 1989. sales ure 
anticipated to increase bv 23 per 
cent to Y 1.160 billion as a result 
ol abundant backlog orders. 

Owing to ihe improvement of its 
non-operating account, includ- 
ing advantages gained from 
equity financing, as well as to the 
improved profitability of com- 
pleted works, recurring profit 
will amount to Y52 billion, up 5S 
per cent. 
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(that's 10.000 km more than the 
standard auto warranty I ) 

HiSERVlieg M^a^owners receive a free service 

iCMttyp Bring your car in for a service and we 

wdlgive you a 33 check ^ 

fWB ® Fr Suy spare parts and receive a free 
bonus gift. ffee 
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AN ARAB TIMES SUPPLEMENT ON JAPAN’S 
ECONOMY, TRADE, INDUSTRY AND BANKING 
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Work-force on the rise 


invest in 
England 1 

PIONEER Electronic Corp., a 
major Japanese audio-visual i 

eqarament maker, said that it < 

will Dili Id a production base in ] 

England to manufacture a < 

variety of audio-visual products. ] 

The Tokyo-based company I 

said the production facility mil 
be established in Wakefield, 
Yorkshire, which was selected 
after an extensive hunt for an 
appropriate site. 

The project will require total 
investment estimated at S27 
million and provide jobs to 150 
workers initially, the company 
said. The work force mil be 
increased to 500 within three 
years, it said 

The company said construc- 
tion of the facility will begin in 
April this year with operations 
scheduled to start in May 1991. 

The plant will manufacture 
only compact disk players 
initially but enhance its produc- 
tion range to include various hi-fi •• 
audio products, car radios and 
laser disc players/sofCware, the 
company said 

In the initial stage, the -plant 
will produce 10,000 CD players 
per month with the volume 
raised to 50,000 units by 1994. 

The company said it intends to 
make the new planta production 
centre for the entire European 
market. 

The company said it plans to 
raise the rad o oflocal production 
to its total sales in Europe to 40 
per cent wi thin three years from 
the present 20 per cent. 

Meanwhile, fuelled by brisk' 
domestic demand, Japan's 
production of four-wheel vehi- 
cles, including minicars, hit a 
record of 13,025,741 units, up to 
2.6 per cent over the previous 
year, the Japan Automobile 
Manufacturers Association has 
reported 

The association said exports 
were estimated at about 5.89 
million units, down 3.6 per cent. 

The association said produc- 
tion of passenger cars jumped 
10.4 per cent to 9,052,406 units, 
also a new high. 

Production of trucks fell 1 1.5 
per cent to 3,931,261 units while 
that of buses plunged 26.7 per 
cent to 42,074 units, the associa- 
tion said 


Jobless rate lowest in 8 years 


AMID continuing economic 
expansion, Japan’s unem- 
ployment rate in December 
declined 0.1 point from the 
previous month to 2. 1 percent to 
hit the lowest in eight years and 
four months, the government 
reported Last week. 

The Management and Co- 
ordination Agency said the 
December rate equalled the 
previous low of 2.1 per cent set in 
August 1981. 

The agency said the number of 
unemployed totalled 1.22 
million, compared with 1.1 
million in December 1988 and 
lowest since December 1981 
when jobless totalled 1.19 
million. 

Japan’s work-force totalled 
61.41 million, an increase of 1J9 
million over 60.02 million a year 
ago, marking the largest year-on- 
year increase since October 1973, 
the agency said. 

By industry, it said agricul- 
ture-forestry accounted for 3.48 
million, down 2.5 percent from a 
year ago, construction 5.91 
million, up 5.0 per cent, man- 
. ufacturing 14.92 millioo, up 0.9 
per cent, and wholesale-retail 
and food services 14.29 million, 
up 0.9 per cent, and wholesale- 
retail and food services 14.29 
million, up 2.7 per cent. 

The Labour Ministry said the 
monthly ratio of job opening to 
job seekers averaged at a season- 
I ally adjusted 1 .25 in 1989. 
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GNP Growth 


A career at Sanyo means a continuing education. Seminars and other training programmes keep ail 
employees abreast of the latest developments in financial markets. That is. the him equips each Sanyo 
employee with the needed skills and commitment to help Sanyo clients benefit fully from emerging 

opportunities in those markets. 

The figure meant there were ministry said. ment Survey of Incorporate 

125 job openings for every 100 Acting as engines driving the Enterprises" by the Econom: 

job seekers on a monthly average Japanese economy are private Planning Agency, capital spen< 

during 1989, the ministry said plant and equipment investment ing planned by companies in a 
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ment Survey of Incorporated 
Enterprises" by the Economic 
Planning Agency, capital spend- 
ing planned by companies in all 
industries for meal 1989 
increased 17 per cent over the 
preceding fiscal year, greatly sur- 


passing the six per cent growth 
revealed by the March survey. 

Recent investment has been 
increased not only to expand 
production capacity but also to 
.respond to economic restructur- 
ing and technological renova- 


tion. Notably , this trend has been 
spreading widely, in manufac- 
turing and non-manufacturing 
industries alike. These invest- 
ments, moreover, are auton- 
omous in nature, that is, prac- 
tically unaffected by the prevail- 


ing pace of business activity or 
interest rate trends. Thus Uk 
current movement' in plant and I 
equipment investment can be 

considered to have a steady 
underpinning. 

Personal consumption, whfch X 
has been stagnant since April 
owing to the introduction 1 of the 
consumption tax, now seems to 
be showing signs of a recovery. 
Total sales of department stores 
nation-wide dunng the April- 
June quarter posted a decline of 
1.1 per cent year to year.-thea 
picked up momentum, register- 
ing a gain of 6. 1 per cent in July- 
September and an increase of 8.6 
per cent in October. 

Reflecting the good showing 
of corporate business results, 
year-end bonuses saw bigger 
increases than in the previous./ 
year, which is likely to further 
stimulate personal consumption. 

Housing investment also 'is 
relatively active in part because 
construction work for contracts 
concluded just before the 
introduction of the consumption 
tax is ready to get under way and 
in part because expectations of 
higher interest rates in coming 
months are growing among 
potential new homeowners. 

The Japanese economy will 
continue to expand in fiscal 1990, 
with a real GNP growth rate of 
4.5 per cent. 


Japanese government to extend car export controls to US market 


THE Japanese government, in an 
apparent move to forestall an escala- 
tion of trade friction with the United 
States, announced last week Japan will 
continue voluntary controls on car 
exports to the US market for another 
year, starting April 1. 

International Trade and Industry 
Minister Hikaru Matsunaga, in 
announcing the decision at an emer- 
gency news conference said the ceiling, 
which will r emain at 2.3 milli on units a 
year, will be removed as soon as a 
steady dedine in exports is ascertained. 

“The decision was made in con- 
sideration of various factors such as the 
demand outlook for US and Japanese 
car markets, foreign exchange fluctua- 


tions and Japanese cars in stock in the 
United States," he said. 

Matsunaga said a steady decline in 
Japanese car exports to the United 
States has yet to be ascertained. 

The decision was made amid signs of 
escalating trade friction between the 
two countries in the wake of bilateral 
negotiations to open the Japanese 
market to the US imports. 

Japan's trade surplus with the 
United States topped $50 billion in 
recent years. 

Ministry sources said the decision 
also is aimed at easing growing concern 
in the US automobile industry over a 
steady rise in the Japanese share of the 
US car market. 


United Auto Workers Union leader 
Owen Biever has urged Japan to reduce 
the car export quota to 1.5 million units 
next year, warning that the US auto 
industry will suffer an “intolerable 
damage" if the quota is maintained at 
the current leveL 

US car sales are expected to fall 
bdow 10 milli on units in 1990 in line 
'with a gradual slowdown in the US 
economy. 

The national daily Mainichi Shim- 
bun said the most important considera- 
tion given by the ministry lay in the fact 
that sales by the top three US automak- 
ers dropped 20 per cent in 1989 while 
Japanese car sales climbed to a 30 per 


Executives of the Japanese auto 
industry were divided over the Japan- 
ese decision. 

Shoichiro Toyoda, president of 
Japan's top automaker Toyota Motor 
Corp. and an advocate of an early 
removal of the restrictions, said “it vs 
regrettable, although I think the minis- 
try made the decision alter a compre- 
hensive review of the existing state of 
relations between Japan and the United 
States;" 

Yutaka Kume, president of Nissan 
Motor Co., called the decision M a prac- 
tical choice" to avoid a further worsen- 
ing of trade relations between the two 
countries." 


ccntmarkpLsfraiSjfgr the fiisttimc. -- Japan. ; enforced voluntary restric- 


tions on its car exports to the United 
States in 1981. The annual ceiling was 
set at 1.68 million units from 1981 to 
1983. The volume was raised to 1.68 
million units in 1984 and to 23 million 
unrt$inl985. 

Japanese car manufacturers, 
however, failed to consume their 
.quotas over the last three years mainly 
because of sluggish demand on the US 
market and expansion of that' local 
production in the United States. 

Meanwhile, Japanese automaker 
Nissan Motor Co. has said it has 
developed the world’s lightest Four- 
speed automatic transmission for use in 
front wheel-drive cars. , . 


The Tokyo-based company said thefc. 
new transaxle weighs 136.4 pounds (62 
kg), 22 per cent tighter than the 
previous model, and. helps achieve 
notable improvements in acceleration 
and fuel economy. 

The news transmission also is 3 
inches (8 cm) shorter in height and 0.5 
inches (1 .9 cm) shorter in length, allow- 
ing greater design freedom for the vehi- . 
de’s front-end and contributing to a 
smaller engine compartment, the com- 
pany said - • 

"It is built with a superflat torque 
converter that is 15 per cent shorter in 
length than theprevious model and can 
deliver a sharper response for improved 
acc eleration, the company said. ■ ■ ■■ 
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Feroza: 

For desert coast and city, Feroza — a 
new car designed to meet all your needs. 
Sporty and luxurious. Powerful 85HP, 16- 
valve, 4 cylinders, 1,600 cc engine, 4- 
wheeldrive, independentsuspension, 
powerful airconditioning, power-steering, 
resin-top roof easily substituted with 
fabric-made top cover, attractive stripes, 
sun-roof. 





One year interest-free 


Applause: 

It's really the car whose steering you 
always wished to sit behind; it combines 
features of the saloon and hatchback 
cars. Powerful 1.6 litre, 16-valve engine. 
Automatic transmission, powerful 
airconditioning, aluminium rings, 
electrical sun-roof, comfortable sports 
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Dutch scientist’s novel idea to get rid of chemical waste 


terrible j = 
ordeal j 

. NAIROBI, (Reuter): Grumps 
5 and Boo Boo, wearing nappies at i 

odds with their seemingly old, f 

wise faces, have become minor j 

celebrities in Karen, a fashiona- 
ble suburb of Nairobi. ; 

But the orphaned baby chim- j 

panzees made headlines the hard i 

way. 

And their ordeal strikes a raw 
nerve among wildlife lovers fnis- 
trated by the failure of efforts lo 
halt a thriving, illegal trade in 
endangered and exotic anim als 
“The wildlife trade is still big 
business. It's an awful trade," 
says Stephen Meacher, chairman 
, of the Kenyan Society for the 
•^Protection and Care of Animals 
(KSPCA). 

It was the KSPCA which res- 
cued Grumps and Boo Boo after 
complaints from a passenger 
when they flew into Nairobi air- 
port shortly before Christmas. 

The woman, says Meacher, 
was “absolutely horrified” at 
seeing three terrified infant 
chimps rnndling around a bag- 
gage conveyer belt in cramped, 
wicker-and-hessian fruit bask- 
ets. 

Ranging in age from an 
estimated one-hand-a-half to 
four months and each weighing 
only as few pounds, they suffered 
from severe dehydration, diarr- 
. hoea and acute distress, accord- 
I ing to former chimp owners 
’ Linda and Mike Garner with 
whom the orphans were placed . 

^ The smallest also had 
pneumonia and died 10 days 
later. 

The chimps were confiscated 
while apparently en route to 
Cairo from Zaire where, wfldtife 
experts believe, entire families 
are sometimes wiped out by poa- 
chers while protecting their 
young, often preferred by smug- 
glers because they are easier to 
transport and train than adults. 

One captured youngster, 
according to research we’ve 
heard of, represents seven or 
eight dead adults’ noted Mea- 
cher. 

Chimps; found only in Africa,, 
are -sought after abroad as pets, 

‘ for the entertainment industry- 
' and for Aids and other medical 
research. They can fetch up to 
525,000. 

Jane Goodall, a British scient- 
ist famous for more than 30 years 
of work with the primate, nota- 
bly in Tanzania, charged last 
• November that the illegal trade 
~ in chimps was flourishing in 
Asia, Europe and the United 
States. 

In addition to over-hunting, 
the spread of human settlements 
has also taken its toll on chimp 
populations. 

“They are already gone from 
some of the African countries 
where they used to roam in 
plenty. In all other places they are 
declining very fast"GoodaJl war- 
ned. 

The US-based Interaationl 
Primate Protection League 
(1PPL) estimates there are 
around 100,000 wild chimpan- 
zees left in Africa. 

Wildlife experts point to leg- 
islative, ad minis trative and other 
shortcomings hindering the bat- 
tle against the wildlife trade. 

Trade in wild chimpanzees is 
banned by the 1973 Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (Cites). 

But the IPPL says there are 
several ways this can be flouted, 
^ including falsifying documenta- 
tion. Animals can be improperly 
certified captive-bred, shipped as 
“personal effects” or even under 
diplomatic cover. 

A 24-year-old Egyptian was 
fined 1.200 shillings (555) under 
Kenya's standard animal anti- 
cruelty act for transporting 
Grumps, Boo Boo and their now 
dead companion in a manner lik- 
ely to cause unnecessary suffer- 
ing. 

"We’d hoped to throw the 
book at him,” said Meacher. But 
because the chimp is not indigen- 
ous to Kenyaitis not covered by 
the country’s wildlife act which 
provides for stiffer penalties. 


UTRECHT. Netherlands, (Reuter): A 
Dutch geochemist has proposed a 
novel idea to get rid of chemical waste 
acd at the same time help save his 
country from one of its constant night- 
mares — the threat of inundation from 
the sea. 

His scheme, which has drawn wide 
media attention and the interest of 
government officials, would raise the 
Netherlands’ low-lying coastal areas by 
pouring sulphuric acid chemical wastes 
into the limestone sub-surface. 

Professor Olaf Schtriling of Utrecht 
University said his idea came to him in a 
flash when he woke up early one morn- 
ing. 

It is based on a simple principle : 
Sulphuric add mixed with limestone 
forms gypsum, which was twice the 
volume of the original limestone. 


“When I first thought this up, I said 
to myself that I had better not talk 
about iu because people would think 1 
was crazy. But when 1 playfully discus- 
sed it with some colleagues , they took 
me more seriously than l expected,” he 
said in an interview. 

Utrecht University has applied for a 
patent on his idea. 

Delft's soil mechanics research ins- 
titute has given it support in feasibility 
Studies and the Transport and Water 
Ministry, responsible for the country’s 
dykes and coastal protection, is looking 
into the scheme. 

“We must still try lo figure out 
whether it is fantastic in the good sense 
or a fantasy” explained the ministry’s 
water works director Jan Hoo gland. 

So far, Schuiling has done thermo- 
dynamic calculations of the reaction 


under all proposed conditions and 
made a miniature model to show that 
the soil expands and rises as he predicts. 

The idea of raising limestone-based 
land surface using sulphuric acid might 
also be applicable in the Indian Ocean's 
Maidive Island, facing flooding 
because of global warming which 
theatens to raise sea levels by melting 
polar ice caps. 

Schuiling believes it could be useful 
in propping up the Japanese island of 
Okino-Tonshima. The Japanese have 
been trying to save the sinking island to 
preserve their claims to fishing rights in 
the area. 

He has proposed the eastern part of 
Ameland, a sinking island off the nor- 
thwest coast of the Netherlands, as a 
test site. 

His idea is to bore holes about 500 


metres (yards! into the ground — less 
than the depth of most oil wells — and 
pour in a million tonnes of sulphuric 
waste acid produced by paint and 
galvanising industries. 

“My calculations are that it would be 
possible to raise an area 10 kms (six 
milesj long by 100 metres (yards) wide 
by a metre (yard) if the waste was 
poured in over the period of a year.” 
Schuiling said. 

The holes would be so far down that 
there would be no risk of contamina- 
tion to ground water or top soil, accor- 
ding to Schuiling. 

” At the depth of 500 metres, we are 
far away from shallow sweet water 
aquifers' and there are impermeable 
clay layers above. In addition, the 
metals in the add would be immobil- 
ised in the limestone and would not 


escape upward.” he said. 

Schuihng’s idea co u!d also be applied 
off shore to raise sea beds and divert 
water currents awa» from coastal areas 
— something which he said is virtually 
impossible to do with present engineer- 
ing techniques. 

Much of the Netherlands lies below 
sea ievel and is protected b> dvkcs. 
Geological changes and rising sea levels 
from global warming are expected to 
force the government to spend tens of 
millions of dollars each year in the 
coming decades to reinforce its coast 
with fresh sand. 

But Schuiling' s daring alternative 
has so far raised more questions than 
answers and some officials believe it 
would be more expensive than simply 
replenishing coastal sand. 

One likely problem could be cracks 


created in the formation of the gv psunv 
Schuiling believes the cracking would 
occur too far underground to cause any 
harm near the surface, but he admits a 
pilot project is needed to test his theory . 

Another difficulty is figuring oat 
how the sulphuric i-id would be absor- 
bed as the porous limestone turned into 
less permeable gypsum. 

Schuiling believes the cracks would 
partially eounier-JCl the decreasing 
permeability of the forming gypsum 
and help >pread the acid. 

Still another issue is whether it is 
worth going lo these lengths to get rid of 
sulphuric acid waste. 

Enviroment alists point out that new 
cleaner industrial procedures, par- 
ticularly in the paint industry . are 
reducing the amount of sulphuric acid- 



New sex bombs from Dallas 


J.R. runs into wife trouble 



Gayle Hunnlcut... J.R 'sold flame _ ] 

Yuppie meets hippie 

Italian students’ 
crusade reborn 

ROME, (AP): In tbc balls ofltalian universities once trod by Copernicus, Dante | 
and Galilieo, a new creature is on the loose: The panther . It's the symbol used by 
demonstrators who have launched Italy’s biggest student protests in a decade. 

The protests were sparked in December by a bill allowing businesses a greater 
role in higher education. But they have grown to challenge the structure or one of 
the world’s most chaotic and overcrowded university systems. 

“The main issue is to give anyone who really wants to study the right to do so,“ 
said Alessandro, a 25-year-okf physics student who like several others only gave 
his first name. 

“In human conditions,” interjected Valeria, 20, sitting next to him in a 
University of Rome hallway plastered, with “occupied" signs. 

Since early December, students have occupied departments at more than one- 
third of the 57 government-run universities, forcing cancellation of classes. 

They have succeeded in focusing attention on a university system that once 
shaped Western culture bnt today is a nightmare of overcrowding and woeful 
facilities. 

The movement has also ma nag ed to revive student political activism, which 
influenced Italian culture in the 1960s and 1970s but died out with the onslaught 
of 1 980s “yuppismo" (yuppie-ism). 

“This is reaBy a battle that students are waging.” said Fabio, 26, a short- 
haired physics student dressed in a neat black sweater and slacks. 

“Maybe it’s time students appropriated what belongs to them.” 
laly has one of the oldest university traditions in the world, with the first one 
founded in the 9th century in Salerno. But with the post-war economic boom, 
thousands of extra students arrived, s new horizons opened for a previously 
poor people. 

The crowding was exacerbated when the government, bowing to student 
, protests in 1968, threw open the low-cost universities to anyone with a high- 
school diploma. The number of students exploded from about 250,000 in I960 
to nearly 1 .4 million today — without much increase in fadHlies. 

“There is a gigantism that doesn't allow the university to function weU," said 
Dr. Giorgio Tecce, rector of the 180,000-student University of Rome, con- 
sidered the biggest in Europe. 

“The number 180,000 is more suited to an Armada than a university.'' 

Some students commonly get up at dawn to try to get a seat Tor lectures at the 
University of Rome. 

But they area minority: Most don’t even bother to show up forclasses, instead 
picking up a reading list and returning for end-of-course oral exams, the only 
time they are generally graded. 

If they fail, they can retake the exams again every six months — for years, if 
necessary. 

In addition to the crowding, students must cope with restricted library hours, 
strikes by examiners and limited access to the few laboratories. 

Two-thirds drop out before getting a diploma. 

“There have been a whole senes of tensions,” said Paolo Mariani. 25, a history 
student with curly hair held back by a headband. 

“Finally we got a long-promised reform (bill), and the students read it...and it 
was a great disappointment” 

The reform was the “Ruberti Law." named for Universities Minister Antonio 
Ruberti. The proposed bill would give more autonomy to universities in the 

highly centralised system. 


BLONDE, feisty Kimberly Fos- 
ter is the new girl on Dallas' plush 
Southfork block. 

Kimberly who plays April 
Stevens’ sister chuckled as she 
told me: “I'm out for power, con- 
trol and money. And I don't have 
any scruples how I get them. 

“Michelle pretty well stays in 
the sack a lot. She has beds in 
various places. 

“But, although she is devious 
and uses men a lot, she is also 
very playful. But I must admit 
that Michelle is a girl of many 
colours ... and all of them are 
black.” 

Ex-international model Kim- 
berly says that Michelle, who is 
April’s younger sister, was 
always overshadowed when she 
was growing up. That is why they 
are rivals on the Dallas scene. 
Michelle makes her intentions 
dear when she arrives and tells 
April: “My mom said you were 
doing so well here that I thought 
I'd check out the action.” 

The action starts when Mi- 
chelle, without so much as a “by 
your leave,” moves all her 
dothes into April's place. But 
they soon find a new home, with 
J.R.'s arch-rival CHff Barnes. 

Kimberly told me, as we ate a 
pasta lunch in a Hollywood 
Italian restaurant: “Michelle 
moves in with Cliffbecause she is 
.. walking. her way up. He.is.her . 
first victm. She beguiles him with 
the line, “If we get together well 
be stronger. 

“Bec-tose you’re always hav- 
ing trouble from J.R. ana Bobby 
Ewing, and I'm always having to 
play second fiddle to April. 
We’re just as good as they are. 
But we have to make it on our 
own.” 

But Michelle is soon on the 
move... She has a tarried but 
stormy affair with a businessman 
called James Beaumont, who is 
working with the Ewings. 

Kimberly went on, her elfin 
face sparkling with mischief: 
“James is played by Sasha Mit- 
chell. I do a bubble bath scene 


with Sasha. Then, according to 
the script, we have a falling out. 

“Bui we get back together in 
an elevator. 

“The only trouble was that 
Larry Hagman. who plays J.R. 
decided to have a little fun. 
Unfortunately for me. Larry was 
directing ihe episode that had the 
elevator love scene in it. The 
make-up people spray you with a 
fine mixture of glycerine and 
water. 

“This makes it look as though 
you are glowing, a little sweaty 
and very sexy. Bui Larry got hold 
of this bottle, pointed itat me and 
squirted, squirted, squirted it 
until I nearly drowned. He did 
the same to Sasha. 

“In the end, we didn't look at 
all as though we bad just had 
wonderful time. We looked more 
like a couple of pigs that were 
sweating because they had just 
run the marathon.’’ 

But when Larry and Kimberly 
are J.R. and Michelle, there are 
no laughs but plenty of tantrums. 
Kimberly explained: “J.R. and I 
start off as business associates. 
He pays me to do underhand 
things for him. Toputit bluntly, I 
spy for J.R. 

“But then I turn the tables on 
him. Michelle is a very strong girl 
and stands up for herself. In fact, 

I even out-think him. So J. R. gets 
- reafly- upset with me. Right now 
in the show, we’re not getting 
along at all. It all goes to show 
that Michelle is an utter 
survivor.” 

Kimberly found that her back- 
ground’ of growing up on a farm 
in a hick town helped her to 
understand the Ewing dan. She 
explained: “1 come from 
Booneville, Arkansas, which has 
a population of about 3.500. 

“There is one stop light, one 
gas station and a small post 
office. It’s very teeny. Mind, I’m 
the local heroine there now. But, 
like all small towns, everyone 
there is involved in everyone 
else’s business. 

“It’s just like Peyton Place ... 



Kimberly Foster ... about to explode 


and exactly the same as the 
Ewing household. So I’m used to 
all that son. of thing and it makes 
it easy to get into the swing of die 
scripL” 

Back home as a child. Kim- 
berly hauled hay during the sum- 
mer and bottle-fed calves before 
and after school. She told me: 
“That son of raising helps me to 
keep my feet on the ground now 
that I'm doing all this stuff in 
Hollywood. I’m pretty practical 
person.” 

But Kimberly would be the 
first to admit that she isn’t a 
sunny -na lured. little *ole farm 
girl all the time, either. She said: 

“I think there is a little bit of me in 
Michelle. Although I don't know 
anybody who could be entirely as 
bad as she is! 

“She is a very driven person 
and so am I. We know what we 
want and we go for it. But I’m not 
as devious in the way l got about 
things as Michelle is.” 

Although Kimberly finds it 
fun to play the scheming and 
lustful Michelle, she is anxious to 
make her character more human. 
Kimberly told me, as she sprink- 
led some eye-watering pepper on 
a plate of pasta: “I spoke to the 
show’s producers about keeping 
Michelle interesting, by showing 
that she could be vulnerable. 

' “So you will soon see another 
side to her. She gets hurt over a 
love affair and becomes quite 
human. That’s when the sisters 
April and Michelle get back 
together to support each other. 

“They know that, in the end, 
family blood is thicker than any- 
thing. Later, April also goes 
through a down-time, and 
Michelle helps her through it. So, 
even though the sisters are nor- 
mally so cut-throat towards one 
another, they still care about 
each other.” 

Kimberly has always looked 
like the girl who has it alL A 
beautiful model-turned-actress 
who has hit the lag time. But she 
never forgets that appearances 
can be letnally deceptive. 

Even when she was a top 
model, with homes in Paris and 
Milan, and worked in some of the 
world's most exotic locations, 
Kimberly knew the curse of 
loneliness. She tasted a little of 
the isolation and despair that can 
drive a person to take their own 
life. 

And now she intends to help 
others who are lonely. To give up 
time between the parties, the 
premieres and the glittering 
receptions is to listen to people 
with problems they feel they 
can't bear. 

There was no trace of the bub- 
bly actress or the mercenary 
Michelle as Kimberly told me her 
bitter secret. She said: “There are 
so many people out there who are 
lonely and need help. Especially 
people who live in big cities. 

“I know just what it’s like to be 
in that situation. It happened 
when 1 went by myself to Paris 
and Milan. Even when there are a 
lot of people around, you don't 
know anybody. 

“Asa model, I went on assign- 
ments where there were 
photographers, lighting guys 
and make-up people. I was 
involved with them from a work- 
ing point of view. But, really, 1 
was alone. 

“And living in a bigdty can be 
lonely and depressing, too. I 


Never too young to learn about money 
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Cathy Podewell ... J.R.'s new wife 

6 I get really mad 
at a lot of things 9 


want to just talk to these people 
and help them out. So I am going 
to classes to study to be a volun- 
teer with an organisation called 
the Suicide Prevention Centre. 

“You have to study how to 
handle the calls from lonely and 
despairing people that come in 
on the switchboard. You can’t 
just hope to save them. For 
example, you have to understand 
at what point you get off the 
phone to them. 

“That’s when you cut yourself 
off and say, ‘O.K., now you’re 
going to have to do this on your 
own’. You have to learn all these 
things. 

“So I am going to classes two 
nights a week. Then I will be able 
to donate time to the prqjecL 
You just call them up and say you 
would like to come in for a six- 
hour shift. The organisation 
works round the clock. 

“Fm also planning to become 
involved in a charity that helps 
abused children. Kids, for exam- 
ple, whose parents have also been 
caught trafficking drugs in the 
home. This sort of work is so 
rewarding. 

“When I was an acting 
student, a group of us sponsored 
a woman drug addict who was 
living on the street with her three 
children. The eldest was only 1 1. 
They had no home. They lived 
out of bags. They just had a 
change of Clothes and that was it. 

“We got the lady into an Alco- 
holics Anonymous programme 
and put the kids into school. 
Then we tried to find her a job. I 
want to feel that Fm able to give 
something back to life, because I 
am so blessed.” 

Among Kimberly's blessings 
are a new romance, with a non- 
actor called Kim, and a smart 
apartment in West Hollywood. 
Then there is the part in Dallas 
that, as well as bringing her a 
hefty bank balance, makes sure 
her face is recognised in the local 


NEW YORK, (UPI): After sex, money is 
the issue parents have the most difficulty 
discussing with children, and the reason 
might be that they just don’t know where 
to start or what to say. 

Laura Magaziner, vice-president of 
Bernard R. Wolfe & Associates Inc., a 
financial services firm based in Rockvi- 
lle, Md., says parents rarely discuss the 

® mailer and suddenly find out about their 
children's inability to handle money 
when teenagers leave home for college. 

“I was the treasurer of a fairly large 
college organisation, and many students 
had no idea about how much money they 
had. Half of their cheques would 

bounce,” Magaziner said. 

“Basic notions such as drawing a bud- 


get, balancing a chequebook or making 
some simple financial planning are 
totally foreign to many students because 
this is not taught at school,” she said. 

How early can children start learning 
about money? 

“As early as 8,” Magaziner said. “By 
that time, they know how to add and 
subs tract, they can run errands, go to the 
store. Money becomes part of their 
world. 

Magaziner, who received an MBA 
from George Washington University, 
donates several hours a week teaching a 
financial planning course at several 
elementary schools in Montgomery 
county Maryland. 

She has designed a five-hour 


programme and a '20-question test to 
familiarise students with basic financial 
issues, from social security deductions to 
bonds and compounded interest. She 
hopes that financial planning program- 
mes will become part of thecumculumin 
schools. 

For many children the phrase "money 
does not grow on trees” remains the 
standard introduction to the world of 
finance, summarising parents’ frustra- 
tion in the face of spending that always 
seems to exceed income. 

The Pinellas County, Fla., elementary 
school systemis tryingto set the financial 
record straight for a lot of youngsters. 

- Last fall the school inaugurated a 51 
million Enterprise Village, where busi- 


ness is strictly kid stuff. Fifth-grade chil- 
dren run 15 businesses, including a local 
newspaper, a home shopping network 
and a McDonald’s restaurant. They earn 
real money too, up to SI 6.50 a day for 
managers. 

The village, set up with 550,000 worth 
of donations from 18 companies, 
operates like a real business community, 
where children are confronted with the 
same headaches as their parents: manag- 
ing inventory, balancing accounts, 
weighing tax considerations or deriding 
to discount items for slow-selling lines. 

“The students get an opportunity to 


prise Village manager. 

“They have a better understanding of 
what their parents go through, why they 
come home tired, how they keep up with 
the pressure of paying bills and real econ- 
omics” 

The idea originated 10 years ago in 
Kansas City, Missouri, where a 'non- 
profit organisation, the Learning 
Exchange, created Exchange City, a 
mini-business town first sponsored by 
Hallmark Cards Inc. 

Fifth- and sixth-grade children 
operate 13 businesses at Exchange City, 
which issues its own cheque books and 


understand about the free enterprise sys- runs a radio station an d a newspaper, 

tem and gel a feel for what it is like in the “Children have to apply for jobs at 

working world,” says Keith Gall, Enter- Exchange Gty.just like m the real world. 


her face is recognised in the local 
supermarkets. 

Also, there are the parties and 
the celebrity events ... Kimberly 
admitted she was already plan- 
mug her weekend ... makinga hot 
dusty run from Los Angeles to 
Palm Springs in an open car. 

Trouble blows up like an oil 
gusher for evil J.R. in a sizzling 
new series of Dallas. For wife 
Cally finds him in an hotel with, a 
beautiful blonde. 

Hill-billy Cally, played by 
stunning 23-year-old Cathy Pod- 
ewell, hits back in the most pain- 
ful way she knows how. SheTetsit 
be known that she is dallying 
between the sheets with a suave 
English art buff. 

In her spare time, Cally is all- 
owing the Englishman, played by 
Michael Wilding Jr., to turn her 
into an artist and a lady. 

And James — Sasha Mitchell 
— turns out to be none other 
than. J.R.’s secret and long-lost 
son. Randy James is the fruit of a 
past affair between J.R. and Van- 


essa Beaumont (Gayle Hun- 
icutt). 

So in this new, beefed-up series 
of the oily soap, J.R.. played by 
Latry Hagman, gelsblonde trou- 
ble in a big way. The scriptwriters 
are determined to leave no satin 
sheet unturned. 

Meek and mild Cally from the 
backwoods becomes tougher 
and tougher as she finds out 
about her husband's sexy past ... 
woman by woman. They range 
from way-back Vanessa to, pain- 
fully, CalVy’s new friend April 
Stevens. 

Another blonde turns outto be 
worse than a bedroom headache, 
too, for J.R. After he has asked 
April’ s little sisteT Michell e lo spy 
for him, the Southfork baron 
suddenly finds he has a hellcat by 
the tail. She out-wheels and out- 
deals him, and even moves in 
with his arch-rival. Cliff Barnes. 

There is at least one more 
infidelity head for the bad boy of 
the oil fields. And you can bet the 
new, steely Cally isn't gone to 
stand for that, one cotton-pickin' 
minute. 

Two of the blondes in J.R.’s 
life told me of the hot new Dallas, 
that has given them both parts as 
meaty as a Texas steak . Kimberly 
Foster and Cathy Podewell 
issued storm warnings... 

Cathy Lold me: “This time 
Cally definitely won’t be cower- 
ing in a corner. She will be put- 
ting up a fight. And she is not 
going to stand for any of JR’s 
infidelities. 

“You will be seeing a much 
more sophisticated Cally. It's 
really fun for me this season 
because Cally has more of an 
edge. This means that I’ve gotten 
to play a diversity of emotions, 
including anger. I gel really mad 
at a lot of things, including J.R. I 
get hurt, too. 

“I was tired of playing the part 
like, ‘Oh, shucks, J.R., lloveyou. 

“I’ll just do anything for you.’ 
I wanted some juice for the part, 
some meat, something dramatic 


to happen. And they really wrote 
well for me this season.” 

Meanwhile, back at the South- 
fork ranch, Cally is still chuck- 
ling at having trapped J.R. into a 
wedding with all the trimmings 
by pretending she was pregnant. 
Cathy told me: “J.R. liked me for 
that ... it’s the son of move he 
appreciates. But it took him a 
very long time to warm up to the 
idea of a new wife. 

“He lold me 1 had a lot of fire 
in me. And, when we went on 
honeymoon to Europe and was 
propositioned by an old flame, 
Vanessa, he turned her dowj 

because he saidhelovedme.That 
« a real change for J.R. 

“Vanessa is in a little bit of the 

James. When he comes to South- 
fork, you find out that James is 

Cally came back u 
eymoon Sfc. from hon ’ 


leisure 
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ACROSS . 

1 Songwriter 
Stephen 
7 Very proper 
11 TV can letters 

14 Spicy cuisine 

15 Israeli dance 

16 Seaver's stat 

17 Dispassionate 
13 Mover's vehicle 

20 Anthony or 
Ebno 

21 Labyrinth 

22 Go astray 
25 Composed 
29 Emulated Mr. 

Chips 

32 CM a desert 
haven 

33 Cruising 

34 Athlete 

36 Hotheaded 

41 Loamy deposit 

42 Sublease 

44 Entertainer Vic 

47 SL Francis 1 
town - 

48 Garrulous 

51 Mas, for short 

52 Sheik of Araby? 

53 Inner 
courtyards 

56 Purpose. 

57 Sympathetic 

63 Genes carrier. 
Abbr.. 

64 Helm position 

65 Transportation 
acronym 

66 Phoebus 

67 Society.buds 

68 Optica! — 
(beams) 

DOWN 

. 1 Airwaves , 

™* w£tdfidog org: 

2 Pfzarro's quest 

3 French 


seasoning 

4 Woo) weights 
of old 

5 Island in a 
palindrome ■ 

6 Remnant 

7 Snapshot 

8 Angling, need 

9 Dander 

10 Like a wet hen 

11 Carson City 
state 

12 Bold 

13 Did wickerwork 

18 Yoko 

21 U'l Abner’s 
Daisy — 

2 2 Basting at JFK 

23 Squealers 

24 Make haste 

26 Rises 
ominously 

27 Orchestral 
instrument 

28 Chemical 
compounds 

30 Graphic 
beginning 

31 "Saratoga" was 
her last movie 


34 Dutch painter 
Jan 

35 FootSke part 

37 Singer TennHIe 

38 Thing, 
in court 

39 Lamb's 
"Essays of — " 

40 Secretary, e.g. 

43 Aunt, to Pedro 

44 Fats of 
"Blueberry Hill" 

45 Beast 

46 Dept head 

47 “I have — ...": 
M.L_ King Jr. 

48 Actors' plums 

49 Fonteyn and 
Markova 

50 Ordinal suffix 

54 “ — Camera" 

55 Part of BA 

57 Bundle of 
"dough- 

58 Porter 

59 CSA soldier 

60 Three, in Torino 

61 Musical sense 

62 Ship slips: 

Abbr. 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 10 8 6 
S? QJ5 
0 Q96 

4 Q J 7 4 

WEST EAST 

4 K Q 4 J975432 

9 A 10 8 6 S? Void 

0 10 84 0 J 7 5 2 

4 9 8 5 3 4 10 6 

SOUTH 
4 A 

9 K 97432 
0 AK3 
4 A K 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 V ■ Pass 3 Pass ■ 

6 9 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4 

The Winter Regional was the one 
tournament Trump Coup Tommy 
refused to miss. Over the years, he 
found there were always one or two 
h?nrl<f that suited his peculiar tal- 
■ cnt — the ability to play ijke a genius 
when trumps broke badly. The 1989 
event proved to ; be especially 
noteworthy. 

An expat might have had a prob- 
lem bid chug the South hand, but not 
Trump Coup Tommy. Despite his 
shabby suit, he opened with a de- 
mand bid of two hearts, then 1 
bounced straight into slam when 
North raised. 


West led the king of spades an^ 
Tommy was about to claim 
winning the ace of spades andfauK: 
mg a trump to the queen. East'sv 
spade discard was a rude job and:* 
might have daunted a declarer of- - ; 
lesser ability under these dreum-v 
stances, but Tommy refusal to tow- J 
er the flag. 

After ruffing a spade in hand, 
declarer played three rounds qC ' 
clubs, ending in dummy. When East 
discarded a spade, it was safe for 
Tommy to ruff a dub. Three rounds 
of diamonds ending on the table 
brought about this position*. * * j 


NORTH 
4 10 
S? J $ 

O — 

4 — 

EAST 
4 J 7 
\ V - 
0 J 

‘ ' 4 — 


WEST 
4 — 

<7 A 10 8 
0 - 

4 — 


SOUTH 
4 — 

V K 9 7 
O — 

4 — 

Dummy's spade was led, and 
when Tommy ruffed with the king. 
West was a goner. He could over- 
ruff, but then was forced to lead 
away from his ten into the combined 
J-9 tenace. 


wtfHiitfweu- 
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


□□nn 01100a [30001 
01100 00000 0000! 
00000001100 000131 
□nano 110000000 I 
□hh anna m\m I 
Hannan nnoHBl 
nnnrann 000 □obI 
0000000 0000000 
□00 00 H 00 OO 0 H 

130000 0013000 
□0O 000O 000 

O0Q00D0n 00OQ0 

1 0000 0000B000a0 
BD00 00000 00110 
BOBO Q 000 fii nnnn 
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"Will you do both of us for $5?" 









Make sure you do not get badly 
into debt. You should try to avoid 
taking on any further commit- 
ments until you have dealt with 
those before you now. Avoid jump- 
ing to conclusions. Be amenable. 


You should avoid needless susp- 
icion nor should yon succumb to 
envy. Avoid making excuses for 
yourself, Instead ensure that you 
meet your obligations. Be atten- 
tive. 


You wOl be able to do something 
you have long wanted to do. 
However, you will not be able to 
afford to do something you would 
also have Kked to do. Make sure 
you do noteat too many sweet and 
tatty things. Be pertinent. 


Something yon are teaming is 
povjng to he unusually difficult 
but if yon per se vere you win get 
there in the end. A good idea mil 
help you to deal with a persistent 
problem. You should not always 
think the worst of others. 




You will be tempted to do some- 
thing contrary to your better jud- 
gement: dense. Your lucky num- 
bers are 12 and 27. Make sure you 
do not skimp on repairs and main- 
tenance. 


} X W Gemini 
V 4 y Vm 21-J—tM 

You should have a little more 
faith in yourself. Do not leave until 
later something you know should 
be done without further delay. 
Avoid committing yourself to an 

outlay; dunk hard and long about it 
first. Be patient. 


Something to which you have 
looked forward will prove to be 
rather disappointing. You should 
not indulge m • too many 
daydreams, instead stick to what is 
stnedy practical 


Virgo 

22 • Sep! 3 


You are likely to jump to con- 
clusions and should try to take ' 
remedial action. Do not underrate 
the difficulties nor allow them to 
daunt you. Do not do anything to 
antagonise a friend of yours. Be 


You are Bable to fed rather des- 
pondent and should try to look on 
the bright side. Not everything is to 
your liking but you win know how 
to make the best of ft. Have a good 
laugbatyourscif.BeTesouraftd. 




Sagittarius 
Hna- Dm an 


You will feed a little out of sorts 
and shouid-do an you can to avoid 
tension and conflict. You will 
remember something you had 
almost forgotten in time to avoid 
any harm. Make sure you do not 
neglect your health. Be less 
extravagant. 


You should avoid dwelling on 
the past and you should also retrain 
from regrets over what might have 

been: too late now. Instead drink 
how much worse it could have 
been. Make sure your partner is in 
no doubt about your love. Be fair. 


I Pisces 

v<*» » ■ Mom> sol 


Yon are liable to be a httie more 
argumentative and should do ati 
you can to keep away Grom those 
you tend to argue with. Abo to be 
avoided is laud noise. There is 
reason for a tittle more optimism- 
Be respectfuL 





"He can't see you for 
at least three weeks." 


f \ lost 10 pounds once. To be honest, 
I didn't notice any difference." 
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FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 

fiats, complete 
buildings, offices iri 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592, 
2406593 





ACCOMMODATION 


Available 




MU 

■cii 

!«■ 

pet' 

tor 


SALMIYA. near the fire station in 
suitable location. Single room for 
a Muslim bachelor. Tele. Abdul 
Rashid. 2409270. 5-8 pm. 

(AT351 383-33 
KUWAIT City. Sharq. behind- the 
Firdous cinema. House 87;rooms 
in Arabic type villa -for Indian. Sri 
Lankan, Bangladeshi, or Filipino 
families. Contact Francis person- 
ally, evenings. 

4 ... (AT5-51418-3) 

ft^RWANIYA. One rpornjwith kit- 
then facilities for sfngle’or 2/3" 
bachelors in two’ bedroom 
bachelors’ flat in convenient loca- 
tion. Tele. Marvin Carvalho, 
241 8634, 2418550. ' 

SALMIYA, Hamad AI Mubarak 
Street One spacious room for a 
working lady or couple. Bus 
routes 109. 505, 30. 15. 19: Tele. 
Sonia. 2468307, 9 am- 1 prrL4.30- 
9 pm. 

CAT4-SAL-TM-3) 
KUWAIT City. Sharq. behind the 
Firdous Cinema beside the Tea- 
ches Training Institute (female), 
house No. 117. Accommodation 
for a family. Tela Ezzat Moham- 
mad Musa, 24321 69. 

CAT4-51411-3) 
MAI DAN Hawaii!, near the Co- 
operative. sharing accommoda- 
tion in a 2-bedroom flat with water 
and electricity. Bus routes 14, 15. 
30, 38. 102. Rent KD65. Tele. Mr 
Joaquim, 5644359, after 2pm. 

(AT5-5 1422-23 
SALMIYA, behind the fire station. 
Accommodation in a spacious 
villa for Indian bachelors with or 
without meals. Tele. 2450606. 
2418599. 

(AT3-51 386-33 


Wanted 


AI Ibrahim! 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
.2400014,24000151 


Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


GENERAL 
SERVICE 

For oil your shifting with 
transportation, painting, wall 

papering carpet & villa cleaning. 
We are at your service* with 
skilled workers. We are also 
buying and selling furniture. 

Contact: Mr Stanley 
Tel: 4748877 

AI Mawasim Trdg. 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 




Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contact Baby 

Canada Dry . , 4447937, 
Stmt, Tote: 4817708. 
yltawgkh 483765 OL/i 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh 2401 808 -2407877 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The Alt Real Estate 




NK - NAUBA KAMI 
NAUBA ANG SERB IS Y0 
AT 

NAUBA ANG PRESY0 
D00B TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

© 484-6009 -- 


Al-Naqeeb & Khattar Co. W.l .! 

Airfreight your personal effects 

DOOR TO DOOR 

m 484-6009 — 


ABDUL RAHMAN AL-BISHER SONS 

X KUNATCO 

__ KTlhU _ move it 

YOUR WAY 

Worldwide destinations: 
r T~^r^ from suitcase 
to a full house 

SEA-AIR-LAND 

PACKING & t\7 * \ 

REMOVAL ' 

Fax: 4743643 Telex: 22408 TRANACO KT. 

P.O. Box 554 Salal Tel: 4733005 

1 3006 Safat Kuwait 4734643 

Cable Address TRANACO Kuwait 4766740 


AVAILABLE 


VBklW/pool... KD 050 

VTlta 3 Brins Cbeocftskte) KD575 

Character vtila (3 Bims) .._KD550 

1 Brm apt. w/yaa& pool KD 180 

Apt. 3 Brms ft pool KD450 

Apt. 3 Brins. lounge & Oinlng KD280 

Apt. 3 Brms, lounge Sr dining .... KD 350 


Tel: 2521546/7 


FOR RENT 

Villa, 2 floors 

Ground floor — Dining 
room sitting room kitchen, 
one bathroom servant's 
quarters and garage. 

Fkst floor — 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, saloon, CAC. 

Rent KD500. 

I AI Gandol Real Estate 

TtL 2452199, 2452198 


DjOORTODOOR 


H 


AT1D 

IGAYA 

PHILIPPINES 
» 483-9009 
483-9889 
* FAST-RELIABLE * 




Used 

Furniture and 
shifting 

We buy used furniture, 
electrical goods, used cars, 
scrap and stocks. 

Shifting services with skilled 


workers. 


Contact: 
TEL: 5739429 


I A consulting firm requires ^ 


Landscape architect 
of 1 0 years’ experience, 5 of which 
in Kuwait for the supervision of 
landscape contracts for the post of 


Project Manager 
Contact: 2406091/2 j 


oppor tu nity 
OM AL-QURA 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 
ESI. 

has careers for 

English Teachers 

to teach in etemeniaiy and 
Intermediate stages. Applications to 
be sent to: 

P.O. Box 47298, 

C.N. 64023. 

Fahahnel, Kuwait. 


FOR RENT 

MsMIfc Villa. 4 bedrooms. 2 saloons. 

mulhaq. garden KD 700 

Baygn: vato. 3 bedrooms, 2 saloons, 

muBioq, garden — t© 650 

Jabriya: Villa. 3 bedrooms large saloon. 

maid room andflenjen -KD 650 

Satmhra: Rat 2 bedrooms, maid room. 2 

datoroams..-..., ¥33260 

Also several villas and half 
villas are available in different 
areas. 

Tel. Mohammed Shlhada 
2621 3S1/2621 390 



CITROEN. 1986 model, rarely 
used, in good condition. KDl .800. 
negotiable.. Tele. Mr Adel. 
2633167.2633479. 

CAT3-5 1385-33 
GM Van 1981 with refrigeration 
unit for sale. Tele. Mr Faisal/Mr 
Rasheed. 2406486. 2464389. 4 - 6 
pm. 

CAT4-5 1405-33 
TOYOTA Crown Super Saloon 
1981. fully automatic, ingoodcoii- 
dition. KDQOQ.-Tete. 4842988ext 
2740. 7.30am-430om. 

CAT56-TM-3) 
BMW 320, 79 model, automatic, 
with AC. white, insured up to July 
1990. KD500, negotiable. Tele. 
5627272 

CAT3-5 1392-33 
NISSAN Liberia 1984. automatic, 
with AC. hatchback, grey, insured 
upto Oct 1990. KD700. Tele. 
2452047. 

CAT5-51 430-3) 
TOYOTA Tercel - . 4 wheel drive, 
station wagon, 1985, 75.000 kms, 
5 door, white exterior with beize 
interior single owner in excellent 
condition. KD54 per month by 
twenty instalments plus KD200 
cash. Tele. Rafik. 2423680. . 

(AT4-51414-3) 

Furniture 


SONY video 5 system in excellent 
condition. KD70: 100 western 
video films KD70; and Canon 
zoom lens FD70-21 0mm not used, 
brand new in a cartoon. KD65. 
Tele. Mohammad 9038075. 12 
noon- 1030pm. 

(AT4-51 368-33 
3 BEDROOM well maintained 
apartment in Shaab with house- 
hold furniture and appliances 
incfadrngiA^j.fbjS^tJft .Tple,* i 

2615688, 5 - 8 pm. ' 

RED Stone 640K compatible PC, 
2 ton Hitachi AC, Sharp micro- 
wave/Conv. Oven. Frigicfeire 17 
cu ft, fridge. Phillips video pac. 
BMX bike etc. Tele. 5637249. 2 - 5 
pm. 

. (AT4-51 406-33 
TWO bedroom. CAC apartment 
in Sharq. near AI Amiri Hospital 
for sale. Rent KDl 70 with water. 
Tele. Kama). 3980414, 830 - 1 0.30 
am. 

CAT4-51 402-3) 

SERVICES 


REQUIRED 

Private licenced 

driver 

WHh a valid Kuwaiti driving 
licence & transferable residence 
permit. 

Please call on: 2407562/92 
for applications* 
appointments for trade test. 


RIGGAE 
ENGLISH 
PUYGROUP 
(SHUWAIKH) 

— Registration now, second term tor 
children aged 2-4. 

— Qualified English teachers 
— Lanje outdoor playground and 
snacks provided, 
tew the Mintebyot Bectrtcityand 
Water, Rfegae- 


Tsl. 5638004 after 3 pm. 


LEARN FRENCH WITH ^ 
^ NEW METHODS 

®:W FRENCH TEACHERS ONLY 

from 10-2-90 to 13-6-90 

Classes for adults from complete beginners to Sor bonne s 
certificate — special conversation courses, morning and evening 
classes 

Do come to INST1TUT VOLTAIRE 

AIJabnah-Block l2-Plotl58. Phone: 5319734 531973S 
Office Hours Saturday to Wednesday 
8.30 - 12 00 noon and 4 00 - 9 00 pm 


SOUTH INDIA 



MADRAS 


KERALA 1 

ANDHRA 

KARNATAKA 


We clear within no time in Madras, 

We charge, but you don’t feel it. 

We deliver faster than ever to any part of 
South India. 

iQpUJhe professionals for your shipping requirements. 

Free" 

+ Quotations * Delivery * Collections 
(Any size of steel and wooden boxes available) 

rico International 

24081 60/240591 6/2421 427/2421 428' 
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WANTED 

A young female secretary for an office 
in Salmlya. 

Full time job. 

Experience in typing, filing & telex operating is needed. 
Transferable residence. 

Come in person to submit your application to the 
following address: 

Salmiya. Salem AI Mubarak St. 

Spring Continental Building (Opposite to Zahra 
Complex) - First Floor - Office No. 209-2 1 0. 


Transport 


SHARING accommodation 
required with or without meals 
preferably in the City/Salmiya/ 
Farwaniya area for a Hindu Indian 
bachelor. Tele. Goankar. 
2405502. 8am-1 pm. 

(AT5-51431-2) 

For Rent 

MiSHRIF.-a villa first-floor - 3 
bedrooms, sitting room, dining 
room, lounge. 2 bathrooms and 2 
kitchens with superb surround- 
ings. Tele. 9011829 Cam) and 
5382934 Cpm). 

(AT3-51 395-3) 
JULEEB AI S(iiyook 2 bedroom 
Hat 2 bathrooms, large saloon, 
wall to wall carpet and curtains, 
refrigerator. 2AC's and tele. Rent 
KD140 with water. Tele. 4342251, 
4313206, 1.30 - 4 pm and after 8 
.S pm. 

(At4-51 409-3) 


FOR SALE 


Computers 


APPLE Macintosh SE 1 mbyte 
ram, 800K drive, ZOmbyte hard 
disc, with 50 diskettes including 
games. Tele. Ali, 2435127. 10 am - 
1 pm. 

(AT3-5139A-3) 


Cars 


HONDA Prelude; 1984 model, in 
good condition. Tele. 5739429. 
y (AT5-Gal-TM-3) 

NISSAN Liberia *84, fully 
automatic with sunroof and AC, 
white, insured up to Oct '90 in 
good -condition. Offers over. 
KD475. Tele. 3902063. 

(AT4-51 388-3) 


COMPLETE set of wooden 
bedroom set consisting of cot 
with mattress, wardrobe and 
dressing table in very good condi- 
tion. Tele. 4897986, 8am- 1pm. 

(AT5-51 420-2) 

Miscellaneous 

DINING table with 4 chairs, 2 sin- 
gle seaters. 2 side tables, curtains. 
IBM compatible PC-XT, 20mb 
hard disc, EGA colour monitor, 
computer table, and software. 
Tele. 5621524, 8am-2pm. 
2428541, 2pnv7.30pm. 

(AT5-51 425-2) 
FARWANIYA, 2 bedrooms, hall, 

2 bathrooms, with all furniture and 
tele. Furniture can be sold 
separately for sale. Rent KDl 65 
including water. Tele. 4748074. 
after 4 pm. 

(AT4-5 1387-3) 
BEAUTIFUL one bedroom apart- 
ment with lkea furniture, carpets, 
coffee tables, dining room, match- 
ing curtains, plants, full electrical 
and kitchen appliances etc. Tele. 
Rafik. 2423680. 

CAT4-51414-3) 
SALMIYA. one bedroom fiat well 
maintained, near Indian/Pakistani 
School, with household furniture 
and 2 AC's for sale from 1-3-90. 
Tele. 562741 8 after 5pm. 

(AT5-5 1426-3) 

- BMW motorcycle K-10QRS 
metallic pearl white, 1988 model 
in excellent condition. Tele. 
Osnvan. 2546022. 1 2 noon - 4 pm. 

(AT4-5 1396-3) 
IKEA. European household fur- 
niture and pure leather chairs etc. 
for immediate sale. Also fax 
machine. Tele. 2401947/8. 

(AT4-MUS-TM-3) 
SOFAsetKD50,TV27" KD45.TV 
stand KD9, 2 ACs KD90, cooker, 
oil heater etc. Tele.. Arafat, 
5740215. 

(AT4-51 407-3) 

THOMSON dishwasher. 2x 
bedroom wardrobes, study table, 
vacuum cleaner and some other 
household items for sate. Tele. 
2642404. 

(AT5-51417-3) 


REQUIRED for. a person from 
Juleeb Al-Shiyookh, Telecom 
Building to reach Sabhan at 730 
and leave 4.00. Thursday 7.30 am 
to 1pm. Tele. Mr Raja 4731407, 
4735213. 

CAT5-51416-2) 
REQUIRED for a lady, from Far- 
waniya to Juleeb AI Shryookh, 
only one time at 12.30 pm. Tele. 
Syed Arif Husain, 4843825. 
4843025, 8 am -1 pm. 4 pm - 7pm. 

CAT3-51 391-3) 
REQUIRED at 6 am from Salmiya 
(hear the Indian SchooD to Mishrif 
near the Science Club petrol sta- 
tion and 3.30 pm from Mishrif. 
Tele. Benjamin. 2423024. 
5652180. 

CAT5-51419-2) 

Tuition 

MATHEMATICS for all classes 
upto X in AI Fintas Tower. Tele. 
3720192 

CAT4-S1404-2) 


SITUATIONS 


Wanted 


A POSTGRADUATE in math- 
ematics^ with 2years experience in 
computer programming and in 
teaching programming lan- 
guages, seeks a suitable position. 
Tele. 5613747. 

• (AT4-51413-3) 


Vacant 


MAID required, Sri Lankan, for a 
small Indian family, to live-in in 
Hawalli. Tele. 2613922 

CAT4-LDS-TM-3) 
2 HOUSEMAIDS immediately 
required for a single man in a 
private villa near the City. Must 
live-in and know some cooking. 
Residence and accommodation 
can be arranged. Tele. 4813441. 
4847354. 

CAT5-51421-3) 


WANTED 


COLOUR camera monitor, — any 
type, video flash light tripod and 
Pentax SLR camera. Tele. Susan- 
tha, 9035062, after 6pm. 

CAT5-51412-3) 



************** * * * * 


Office equipments, furniture, 
facsimiles copiers, typewriters, 
electronics 

High technology items 

at reasonable prices 
Phone Maria 2405160 


THE NOBLE SCHOOL 


79 Jubilee Hills. Road No. 9 
Hyderabad — India 

Opening — June 1990 under 

America n/Brltish management Brittah/lndian staff. 

KG to 6th Std., day & boarding. 
Modern dorms - swimming pool - 
grassed play areas. 

Limited enrolment begun Prospectuo/postage IRs 100/- 
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CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 

2 insertions KD 4 . Three insertions KD5 

Conditions: 

1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on this coupon, or 
preferably, completed at the Arab Times office between 830 a.m. 
— I p.ra. and 430 — 6 p.m. 

2. To complete the coupon, follow the sequence of the informa- 
tion given in above printed advertisements, for desired section 
heading. All advertisements will be printed according to Arab 
Times format and are subject to editing. 

3. Advertisements must not exceed 25 words including name 
and telephone number. 

4. Text mast be typed or clearly printed. No alterations or 
cancellations will be made after publication. 

5. Advertisements of personal nature involving business tran- 
sactions will not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 
isements. 

6. The Arab Times is not responsible for postal delavs. 


Section heading 


Sender's Name 
Address 


Telephone 


ARAB Times NEWS IS OUR BUSINESS 


Coupons and payment must be mailed to: 
ARAB TIMES CLASSIFIEDS 
P.O. BOX: 2270 
13023 SAFAT KUWAIT. 










SPORTS 


ARABTSMES, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 19fc 


D’Souza shatters Indian hopes of victory 


Pakistan Veterans lift Bhutto Cup 


IN an exciting finish, Pakistan 
Veterans emerged victorious by 
12 runs against Indian Veterans 
in a Bhutto Cup match at the 
KCL ground earlier this week. 

The match was witnessed by a 
record crowd besides ambas- 
sador of India, Pakistan and Sri 
Tjnka and was organized by 
KCL to pay tribute to late Zul- 
fikar An Bhutto, the former 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

Indian slopper Ganju won the 
toss and invited Pakistan to bat 
first. A solid partnership of 43 
between Yahya and Asif Ali 
provided a foundation to Pakis- 
tan in totally unfavourable con- 
ditions for batting as it was quite 
windy and cloudy. The P akistani 



had taken the score to 26 without 
much difficulty, before Ahmed 
Hussain took a superb catch off 
his own bowling to get rid oft 
Ravi for 16. At 40 Arun depar- 
ted, caught by Asif Ali off 
Ahmed Kalam, followed by Raj- 
pal again caught and bowled by 
Ahmed Hussain for 9. At this 
stage the match appeared to be in 
total control of Pakistan. 

Ganju who had just joined 
Sethi, survived a confident lbw 
appeal. Both Indian batsmen 
staged a remarkable comeback 
with their cautious batting and at 


towards India, but Pakistan 
skipper Ashraf Khan had some 
other ideas in mind. When In&a 
were only 16 runs away from 
victory with 3 wickets in hand he 
made an intelligent move to 



i 


bring on D’Souza, who in his 2- 
over soell totally shattered the 


Ashraf Khan (right) receives the winner's trophy 


openers did not have any dif- 
ficulty in facing the Indian attack 


ficulty in facing the Indian attack 
and played freely all over the 
ground. 

Sethi gave India the first 
breakthrough when he uprooted 
the stumps of Asif Ah, for 28. 
Javed Chowdhry joined Yahya, 
and. started playing some delight- 
ful strokes, penetrating the 


superb Indian fielding. When 
Pakistan's score reached 76 


Pakistan's score reached 76 
Yahya departed after being 
bowled by Sethi for his 
individual contribution of 27. 
Javed followed him soon for 24, 
giving a simple catch to wicket 
keeper off Gupta. 

From the other end Kullar 


claimed the wicket of Ahmed 
Kalam, and the situation started 
looking gloomy for Pakistan as 
they collapsed from 92 for 2 to 94 
for 4. Ahmed Hussain, who had 
come in at the fall ofYahya, kept 
his cool and with Nisar, they 
took the total 133 before Nisar 
was run out, as he went for a 
suicidal run. This proved to be a 
turning point 

Pakistan, who were heading 
fora massive score after the solid 
beginning, started losing wickets 
in quick succession, and tumbled 
from 133 for 4 to 161 for 9. 
Except for Ahmed Hussain, who 
scored 42, the rest of middle and 
lower-order batsmen threw their 
wickets away. 


The run rale, which had been 
over 5.5 run per over, throughout 
the innings, also fell and Pakistan 
looked in all sorts of trouble. The 
10th wicket partnership between 
Naseexn Farooqi (19) and Haji 
Sarfraz (11) yielded 30 runs but 
ala slower run-rate. At the end of 
the allotted 40 overs, Pakistan 
managed to score 192 for 9. 

For India, K tiller and Sethi 


churned the bowling honours by 
taking 3 for 39 off 8 overs and 2 . 
for 28 off 8 over respectively. 

India, commenced their 
innings in much improved 
weather, as the sun had come out 
and wind was not blowing as 
much as it did in the morning, to 
help the bowlers. Ravi and Arun 
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PIZZA ITALIA 

Quiz Competition 

in co-operation with 

RBflBfcTimB 

Who will win the 
Arab Gulf Cup? 


GENERAL RULES: 

1. Newspaper coupon is only accepted if attached to Pizza ftafia receipt for purchase of 
minimum KD 3.000 

2. Pizza Itafia Instant Priae is awanled with tho mbumuTi order KD3jOOOuntfl supply lasts. 
1 You can enter as many coupons to increase your winning chances. 

4. Drop the coupon in the designated boxes at Pizza tafia Outlets. 

5. Valid until March 5th 1990. 


Mohomed Noser AFSayer& Sons Esf: 


TOYOTA 

COROLLA 


2. T.V.from 


3. video from 


4. Stereo /Tope 

Recorder from 


5. Washing machine 

*SZ£3r, 




Also two subscriptions for one year for ^ — ,-sLli and two for (UtfiB €: TURK 


CONTEST QUESTIONS: 

1. When was the first Gulf Cup Tournament hekf? 


2. Name the player who scored the most goals in a angle tournament? 

3. Who wiH win the Gulf Cup Tournament Held in Kuwait 1990? 


Competition coupon 

NameCfulD; 


Civil Number: 


tunes they were aggressive on 
loose balls. By lunch, the game 
had totally gone into Indian con- 
trol as both the batsmen success- 
folly took the score to 107 for 3. 
After lunch-break, Sethi, who 
was playing with strained mus- 
cle, got run out and at this point 
Pakistan captain Ashraf Khan 
applied the pressure on Indian 
batsmen by bringing his spinners 
Ahmed Kalam and Nawazish. 
who maintained superb time and 
length. 

Their bowling caused a major 
collapse in Indian batting lineup, 
as they lost 4 quick, wickets for 
few runs. Sood, joined skipper 
Ganju, caught by Asif Ali for a 
well-scored 40. Sood, kept on 
playing aggressively, first with 
Arora and then with Kullar. The 
game, again started tilting 



over spell totally shattered the 
Indian hopes of victory by taking 
3 wickets. 

It was a sweet revenge that 
Pakistan took as they had lost the 
Nehru Cup by a narrow margin 
in last November. 

A huge crowd, consist of 
Indians and Pakistanis witnessed 
the thriller. It was the Largest 
crowd ever seen a match at the 
KCL ground. The jubilliant Pak- 
istani crowd bad lifted their cap- 
tain Ashraf Khan and the 
members. - * 

Sri Lankan Ambassador Latif 
Sheriffdeen presented the win- 
ning trophy to Ashraf Khan, 
Pakistan, captain and medals to 
the members of both the teams. 

Pakistani Ambassador Zahid 
Saeed also personally gave a tro- 
phy to Ashraf Khan, in recogni- 
tion ofhis role to promote cricket 
in Kuwait. Indian ambassador 
Budhiraja also congratulated the 
winning team. 

In the end, Sajid Rizvi, 
president KCL, thanked the 
ambassador, the teams and the 
spectators for their full co-opera- 
tion. 






v--. 




The victorious Pakistan Veterans team with Pakistani and Sri Lankan ambassadors. 

I Nasa and 



Navelim 

outplay 

opponents 


The Pakistani ambassador (left) presents a special trophy to Ashraf 

Khan 


Lanka Colts score easy victory 


LANKA Colts (Trico) comfor- 
tably defeated Lanka Lions in a 
Bhutto Memorial Trophy 
semifinal cricket match at the 
EPI grounds on Friday. They 
will now meet Evergreen in the 
finals of this tournament, which 
is sponsored by the PPP Kuwait 
ana organized under the ausp- 
ices of the GCL. 

Put into bat, the Lions were 
soon in trouble, losingNamal to 
the second ball of the match for 
a duck, to a beautifuLm-swin- 

S er from Nalaka. With 
olomons uprooting Ray's 
middle- stomp in the next over, 
Ranil bring needlessly run-out 
for 14 and skipper Peru caught 
atshortextra cover for a duck, it 
was left to Mcraj and Donald to 
see the Lions to a somewhat 
respectable score of 160 for 9 in 
30 overs. 




Meraj with an enterprising 
nock of 43 runs and Donald 


knock of 43 runs and Donald 
with an equally good knock of 
SO saved Lions blushes. 


Nalaka: 88 not out 
Solomonsz with 2 for 21, Ram- 
zan with 2 for 20, Oliver with 2 
for 42 2nd Nalaka with one' 
wicket for 29 shared with wick- 
ets for the Colts. 

Chasing a target ofjust over S 
runs per over, the Colts were 
given a solid start to their 
innings by openers Nalaka and 
Ramzan who launched into the 


Lion's attack from the onset to 
keep well ahead of the required 
run rate. 

With Ramzan out for an 
elegant 34, it was left to Chris 
with a sedate 32 n. 0 -, to rive the 
required impetus for Nalaka to 
blast his way through to a swa- 
shbuckling 88 before being 
bowled by Dh ammik a with vic- 
tory just a few runs away. 

Senaka with S n.o., remained 
with Chris to see the Colts com- 
fortably home with 8 wickets 
and more than 2 oven to spare 
when the Lions conceded vic- 
tory with a wide bowled by 
Donald. 

• Lanka Colts played another 
match in the afternoon. A 
' superb batting 'display by Seh- 
aka. Perera, a wormy all round 
performance from Ramzan 
Sarifudcen phis a hostile spell of 
left arm medium pace bowling 
by Lai Premasiri enabled Lanka 
Colts (Trico) to beat Social CC 
by 6 wickets in a Burud Trophy 


4 A’ Division League game at the 
EPI cricket grounds. 

Social, on batting first, were 
dismissed for 1 18 off 29 overs, 
despite a healthy start from 
openers Prasbant and Shantha 
who scored 29 and 22 runs res- 
pectively. Causing the damage 
were the medium pace and spin 
combination of Lai and Ram- 
zan who both bowled an 
intelligent line and length to 
claim 4 wickets each at the cost 
of 16 and 21 runs respectively. 

Chasing a modest target of 
3.9 runs per over, the Colts were 
boosted by a valuable and excit- 
ing knock of 43 n.o., from Sen- 
aka Perera together with a 
fluent 30 from the ‘burly’ Ram- 
^■zah. CEriS wftffT8 ri;o., brought " 
about the'Colts victorywith a . 
sizzling square drive for 4 off 
Annu. 

Robin with 2 wickets. Sheikh 
Ayub and Chris Michaels with a 
wicket each were the successful 
bowlers for Social CC. 


Entries open for 
Jinnah tourney 


Unity overwhelm Evershine 


THE Jinnah Hockey Tour- 
nament will be hdd at the 


nament will be held at the 
Ahmadi hockey grounds 
from February 25. All teams 
affiliated to tire Unity Cricket 
and Hockey Association have 
been invited to take pan in 
this event 

The last date for entries is 


February 16. The organisers 
have asked for the dubs to 


have asked for the dubs to | 
submit list of players nomin- 
ated to play on their A and B 
teams. 

Entries and amendments to 
these lists will not be accepted 
after the dosing dates. 

Earlier this week, aO the 
games to be held at the 
Ahmadi hockey grounds were 
postponed due to rain as the 
grounds were full of water, 
which could not be drained. 

This Friday Cosmos meet 
Hilal in a Hilal Cup match, at 

O AA L 1 v V r. . 1 


2.00 pm while Unity take on 
Flying Arrows. Both matches 


Flying Arrows. Bo 
are semifinals. 


TH REE matches were played on 
Friday in the “A1 Mnlla Mitsubi- 
shi" League at Ahmadi. In the 
morning, Unity overcame the 
stiff challenge set by Evershine 
and won easily by 6 wickets. At 
the Oval, Kokan scored an 
emphatic victory over Morning 
Star, winning the game by 9 
wickets and in the. afternoon four 
players of A1 Mulla turned up to 
play their match against YMCA, 
thereby giving a walkover to the 
latter. 

Evershine, battingfiist, scored 
at the rate of 6per over. A patient 
knock of 64 n.o. (3 fours) by 
skipper Razzak alongwith useful 
contributions from Zulqamain 
(29) and Sohad (19) put than in a 
commanding position with Ever- 
shine eventually making 142 for 6 
in 23 overs. 

For Unity, wickets were 
shared by Chris (2) Sarfaraz (2) 
and Irfan (1). 

“Merwyn, promoted to open 
with Abuzar, saw the latter dis- 
missed for 3 before Unity could 
reach double figures. Bittu alon- 


gwith Merwyu provided Ever- 
shine with the answer and main- 
tained the asking rate of 6 per 
over. Merwyn, in a aggressive 
mood, blasted 2 effortless sixes 
and 4 boundaries to register a 
quick 39 before substitute 
Akraxn took a well judged catch 
off Shehzad, making Unity 78 for 
2 in Hovers. 

Babar greeted Dawood's first 
delivery with a straight six: and 
looked to be heading for a big 
score when change bowler 
Znlqarnain penetrated his 
defence for 15. Bittu, growing in 
confidence, played with tremen- 
dous responsibility making 54 
elegant runs with 7 hits to the 
fence. Sarfaraz 1 3 n.o. with Man- 
zoor Hussain 15 n.o. (1 timely 
six) took Unity past Evershine 
making 143 for 4 in the process. 

At the Oval, Morning Star, 
batting first, were bundled out 
for a poor 129. Kokan in reply 
were given a rousing start by 
Majid and Iqbal Bondre putting 
on an opening partnership of 
126- Both openers were com- 


pletely at ease against theM. Star 
attack. Tire only success came 
when Majid was caught off 
Yousef for 45. Thereafter, Iqbal 
tore the bowling to shreds 
remaining unbeaten on a strok- 
eful 69 and riving Kokan an 
‘impressive victory. 

Standing 

Group A 

P W LTB PPia 
Kifco 3 3 - - 2 26 

Surtite 3 2 1 - 2 18 

Union 4 2 2 - - 16 

Kokan 3 1 2 - - 8 

M.Slar 3 - 3 - - - 


Kifco and SladiJe have qualified 
far semi 


Group B 
Unity 

3 3 - 


- 24 

Evershine 

3 1 - 

1 

2 22 

Falcon 

4 2 1 

1 

2 22 

Ai Mulla 

3 - 3 

_ 

l 1 

YMCA 

3 - 3 



Unity qualified for *ani final 
4 points were awarded. 



Unity 

Gulf Bank Trophy 



5 5 - 

- 

2 42 

Evershine 

6 5 l 

. 

2 42 

Starihe 

5 4 I 

. 

2 34 

. Falcon 

6 3 3 

_ 

2 26 

Union 

6 1 5 

- 

1 9 

M-Slar 

S 1 4 


- 8 

Prince 

5 5 - 

. 


NASA and Navelim Youth Centre • 
entered the semifinals of the seventh 
annual Youth Recreation Centre 
football tournament by overcoat 
mg Goa Cultural Association and 
U.G: Strikers respectively earlier 
this week. 

ltwas a cool Friday morning with ; 
no sunshine to warm the bones but 
instead dampness from the showers 
of the mjght before when Nasa, a . 
newly formed team comprising ' 
mainly of youngsters, began the 
day's procosdings in a cool cal- 
culated maimer. 

Nasa dominated the game with 
Juzar and Kenneth playing one and 
a two-two football that kept the 
GCA defence heavy footed 
A through pass from Felix was 
well received by Kenneth, who 
caught experienced goalkeeper . 7 
Albert off position and scored a' 
goal Nasa consolidated their poft- ~ 
tion with a glorious run from Vijay, - 
who beat two defenders on thought - 
flank and passed the ball to Juzar 
who nude no mistake in beating tee 
goalkeeper. 

“The scond half began with GCA 
looking a transformed side with the 
forwards harassing the Nasa 
defence. The Nasa forwards had to . 
fall back in support of their defence 
and -the team indulged in random . 
clearance rather than the syncron- 
ised moves of the first half. A goal 
for GCA was inevitable and it came 
off the boots of Ignatius. This 
induced the GCA lads to go all out 
for the' equalizer, but they were 
thwarted tor a while as all their 
moves were being watched by the 
Nasa men who were patrolling their 
own half. In the dying minutes 
GCA scored off a header from Mar- . 
dano to level the score. The extra 
time produced no score and in the - 
tie-breaker Nasa reigned supreme .. 
with a soore of 3-2. 

The second quarterfinal was bet- . 
ween U.G. Strikers and Navefim 
Youth Centre, again a new team ,. : 
formed this season baring in their'; ; 
colours more than half a dozen 
players from U.G. Strikers. 

Navelim began the game by pres- 
suring their opponents but it 
Strikers who had the first say 
through a goal from Varghese of a ' 
free luck, which deflected off the : 
defensive wall to leave Avclixxo hd- . 
pless in the goal. 

Navelim equalised through a 
power-packed left footer- from 
Joaquim which beat Victor. ; 

Another shot from Joaquim was : 
blocked by Victor, only to find it 7 
rebound back to him to tap home. 
Xavier equalised, for Strikers with a 
dream goal from 35 metres. The ball 
floated over the outstretched hands . 
of Avdino. Joe was guilty of not.* 
sealing victory for Navdim when he 
missed more t han his share of chan- 
ces, though credit has to be given to 
Abdul Rehman who stood firm in 
the face of Navelim attacks but he 
too could do nothing when the win-: 
ning goal was scoreaby Joaquim to 
complete his ha trick off a-corner 
kick. 

Friday's fixtures: Ground ‘B* 
7.00 am Goa Maroons vs 
Expatriates Club; 8.30 am Sakette 
UtdvsNewGoa. ■ - - 
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Government Warning: Smoking is a major cause of cancer and diseases of the lungs, heartand arteries. 
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SPORTS 

^Seve to 
make golf 
in 

Dubai 

DUBAI, Severiano BaUesteros, 
"V who will reach anothermilestone 
iffce wins the £250.000 Emirates 
i Airline Desert Classic later this 
nsonth. hasgiarameed that there 
will be at least one permanent 
reminder of his first visit to the 
Golf. 

Ballesteros, ever eager to 
t improve his brilliant tournament 
record, will be chasing the 60th 
victory of his 15-year profes- 
sional career when he trees offal 
Dubai's Emirates Golf Club on 
February 22. 

In addition, in the week before 
the tournament, the Spanish 
) Kj superstar will make a unique 90- 
My minute instructional video which 
will reveal some of the secrets of 
(V\ the world's most talented golfer. 

' • I Based on his internationally 
successful book "Nature Golf’, 

J it will concentrate on the "short 
r game" — chipping and putting 
— and is certain to be in demand 
^KUfrom golf enthusiasts around the 
* 1 l|; world for years to come. 

Ballesteros, who has many 
’■>t)ii, ^ business interests connected with 
golf, will be accompanied by his 
r. own film crew when he flies to 
fl > «- Dubai with Emirates, the inter- 
^ national airline of the UAE 
nctl r. which is sponsoring the Desert 
Gassic in us second year. 

Seve, who says he is looking 
^ forward to "an exotic 
^ experience” when he plays at 
C[ golfs only tournament venue in 
h_, the Middle East, could have 
a C; . chosen ahnost any one of the 
game's more established courses 
ea*. to make the film, 
in** “By picking the Emirates Golf 

J i fcf Gub he has paid a great tribute 
to everyone involved in the con- 
,f 4 struction and upkeep of the 
iDf * course,” said Terry Duffy, 
•"*: -operations director for Karl Lit- 
,“** ten Overseas, organisers of the 
. r 5 ' Emirates Airlines Desert Classic. 

“His manager visited Dubai 
* last weekend and was very 
impressed with what he saw. The 
course is in magnificent condi- 
tion, especially when you con- 
it- sider that it was opened less than 
lit • two years ago." 
ird>- After confirming his place in 
enj the Desert Gassic last week, 
id r,: Ballesteros was immediately ins- 

' k tailed as the favourite to capture 
the £41 ,660 winner’s cheque. 
inJr He wiD, however, face fierce 
1,14 competition. A top quality field 
1 still.to be finalised — will include 
other- leading" players fr6in 
' u Britain, Australia, the USAV 
Spain, Sweden, Canada, France, 
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Imran slams unbeaten 82 

Australia restrict Pakistan 



imran: saves his team 


SIDNEY, Feb 6, (Reuter): The 
rain that washed out the first two 
days of the third and final Test 
between Australia and Pakistan 
again disrupted play today, all- 
owing only 89 runs to be scored . 

The start of the fourth day’s 
play was delayed by just over two 
hours. Pakistan started at 1 10 for 
five and were dismissed for 199 in 
their first innings, saved only by a 
fighting 82 not out by captain 
Imran Khan. 

The rain again stopped play 
without a ball being bowled in 
the Australian first innings, 75 
minutes before the scheduled 
close. 

Australian cricket board 
officials had hoped to increase 
the chances of a result by extend- 
ing the match to Thursday after 
rain associated with cyclone 
Nancy blanketed the ground 
over the weekend. 

Australia now seems seL to win 
the series I -0 after its 92 run vic- 
tory in the first Melbourne Test. 

Imran and Wasim Akram. 
who together saved Pakistan 
from defeat in the second Test 


with a magnificani 191 run part- 
nership. scored slowly on the 
greenish pitch until Imran hit 
successive boundaries off Merv 
Hughes in the seventh over. 

Akram was out in the follow- 
ing over for 10, caught at firsisUp 
by Mark Taylor oft Terry Aider- 
man. 

The touring side lost its 
seventh wicket when Dean Jones 
look a sensational catch to dis- 
miss Salim Yousuf for six. Jones 
flung himself to his right at point 
to lake the catch in mid-air off 
the bowling of Rackemann. 

Alderman clean bowled 
Tauseef for a duck to have Pakis- 
tan 1 6Q for eight. 

Hughes was involved in an 
altercation with Waqar Younus 
after the big Victorian collided 
with Waqar as the tailender set 
off for a run. Words were exchan- 
ged before Imran and Australian 
captain Allan Border intervened. 

Hughes finally claimed 
Waqar’s wicket for 1 6 and Aider- 
man mopped up the innings, tak- 
ing hishaul to five wickets, bowl- 
ing Nadeera for a duck. 


AJderman finished with five 
for 65 from 53.5 oxers. He was 
backed up by fellow pacemen 
Hughes. I three for 70 1 and Rack- 
emann two for 3.". 

Scoreboard 

PAKISTAN test innings 
Aamer Malik c Hea!» d 

Alderman 

Ramee- Raja c and t j 

Snoaio Monammaa tow b 

Alderman . . ? 

Javeo Miandac c Jcr.es o 

Hughes 49 

Eiaz Ahmed cM Tavicr S 

Rackemann 5 

imran Khan nol oui . . . S2 

Wasim Akram c M T aylor t> 

Alderman :0 

Salim Yousul c Jones b 

Rackemann . .6 

Tauseet Anmed a Alderman 0 

Waqar Younus c Velerte fc 

Hughes 16 

Nadeem Ghouri b Alderman 0 

Extras (D-l IO-7 nb-4| . .. *2 

Total. .. ... . . . :99 

Fall of wickets 1-2 2-153-204-51 S- 
106 6-128 7-154 6-160 S-191 
Bowling: Alderman 33 5-10-65-5 
(inb). Hughes 31-16-70-3 ;2nbl. 
Rackemann 22-8-33-2 ilnsi. P 
Taylor &-1-23-0 



Zero Down tie for lead again 


iftlr 

New Zealand, Italy, Denmark, 
^ West Germany, Argentina and 

Wi 

* 


THE closest competition in all the Mouchel 
Darts Leagues is still to be found in the i 
Wednesday League. Seventh placed Equalisers 
took a weO deserved point from top of the table 
Lady Tossers, who had to win the last leg to 
salvage a point greatly aided by 2 MM trebles 
from Jean Hromatka. 

Zero Down’s Pat D’MclIo led her side to an 
important 3-1 success over Bulls Hitters with a 
125 score, to once more tie the lead. Another 
Barbed Comments victory pushes the Hitters 
back to 4th. where they are joined by Nibblers, 3 
jioiirts off the pace, than&e to their win over 

Enders' Mary Slattery had an excellent week 
moving to the head of the ladies scoring tables 
with 3 bulls. She also manager! to make a 2 dart 
91 score finish, to record the highest finish to 
date, with just 4 games to go. Northern Lights 
latest recruit Anna Thomsen hit her 2nd and 3rd 
high scores in only her second appearance as she 
led her side to 2 points to ease themselves away 
from the foot of the table. Jackie Moss hit 3 bulls 
in 3 darts to end a Mickey Mouse leg for the third 
time as Blackouts won again, and the drawn 
Avengers; Fintas Flooses fixture produced 
ladies trophies for Sue Clark and Maggie Harr- 
ison. Unlucky player of the day was Audrey 
Mackenzie, whose 87 finish was bettered in the 
very next leg by Mary Slattery. 

In the Mouchel Wednesday Men’s League. 
Has Beans continued to maintain second place, 
having seen off highly fancied Mugs Away. - 
Graham Finch did all the hard work for the 
Mugs, using a 140 and 4 high scores to inflict a 
first defeat on the Bean’s Nobby Burton. His 
example was not followed, however, as the rest 
of his team capitulated, and with Burton 


recovering to win the last MM leg. the points 
went to Has Beans. 

Soweto Slingers maintained their one point 
lead, beating bottom club Fintas Flyers, where 
the action centred round a Welsh feud, even- 
tually won by Flyer’s Alun Thomas with a 1 40 in 
3 high scores, against a revitalised John Don- 
ovan who had 5 100’s and a 120. Bulls Hitlers 
were comfortable winners at Zero-Up and 
regain 3rd, whilst Chuck ers first defeat 3t 
Weearrapeepe! reverses the two sides positions 
in the table. Brian Mitchelson and Andy Wilson 
both bad 140’s and. Steve Watters balanced his 
way to 4 high scores, as the Peepel took both 
M M legs for victory. 

Shower of Tossers had the narrowest of wins 
against Equalisers in the Salwa needle match, 
winning the final MM, with the first having been 
tied. 140’s by Ian Darby shire and Mark Alexan- 
der topped a bright Blackouts display, as they hit 
four play where it hurt, Alan Walker losing 
despite 140 in 5 high scores and an 18 dart leg. 

At the bottom of the table Grabbers h«d an 
emphatic win over No Hopers as the fortunes of 
the lower teams continue to fluctuate weekly. 
Two other players repeated 140's this week. 
Slingers Geoff Clark and Ron Finch, of 
Absolutely. 

This week’s Mouchel Wednesday Darts 
League results are as fbOows:- 

FmUsricsd) 4 ZeroUp(3) 0 

Mugs Away a) 2 Nobbkn<3) 2 

Wcearm peepel (3) . 4 Blackouts (3) S 

■Soweto Stingers t2) •- 5 No Hopers (3 Y ■ I* 

Shower oTfovcn (2) 33 Absolutely (11 4 

DinarSoarersO) 2 Bulls Hitters ( l) 6 

Has Beans (3) 4 Middle Fasten den (I) 4 

Chucken(l) 2 FourPlay(l) l 

Fintas Flym (21 1 Grabbers (11 5 

Equalisers (2) 2.5 Padfists(3) 2 


Standings 


Men's 

League 







p 

W 

D 

LGFGAPh 

Soweto Slingers 

15 

13 

2 

0 

69 

20 

28 

Has Beans 

VS 

13 

i 

1 

S3 

27 

27 

BoOs Hitters 

15 

12 

i 


63 

27 

25 

Mugs Away 

IS 

12 

0 

3 

64 

26 

24 

WecuT&pcepe) 

IS 

9 

5 

1 

61 

29 

23 

Chuckcrs 

14 

8 

5 

1 

51 

33 

21 

Middle Esstenders 

15 

9 

i 

4 

54 

36 

20 

Sbower of Tossers 

VS 

B 

2 

5 

46 

43 

18 

Blackouts 

15 

S 

3 

7 

40 

so 

13 

Equalisers 

14 

S 

2 

7 

39 

44 

12 

pnuasucs 

14 

s 

T 

7 

39 

4S 

12 

Absolutely 

15 

4 

4 

7 

39 

51 

12 

Nobblcrs 

14 

3 

4 

7 

35 

48 

10 

Zero-Up 

15 

3 

4 

8 

35 

SS 

10 

Pour Play 

14 

3 


9 

34 

50 

8 

Dinar Suams 

13 

1 

4 

7 

29 

49 

8 

Pacifists 

IS 

t 

4 

9 

31 

59 

8 

Jabriya Grabbers 

13 

T 

3 

9 

24 

53 

5 

No Hopers 
Funis Flyen 

14 

15 

i 

i 

1 

l 

12 

13 

22 

25 

61 

65 

3 

J 


Zero Down 

Lady Tossers 

Barbed Comments 

Bulk Hitters 

Nibblers 

Pacifists 

Equalizers 

Avengers 

Blackouts 

FtEca 

Fimasia 

Middle Eastesders 
Mugs Away 
ChucUers * 
Absolutely 
Human Beans 
Nonhem Lights 
Fmias Floosies 
Jabriya Grabbers 
Two Ply 


Ladies League 

F W D 
15 10 4 
15 10 4 
IS It 1 
15 9 3 


14 

15 

14 

15 
IS 

13 

14 

15 
IS 

14 

15 
15 

14 

15 

13 

14 


3 

5 
7 

4 
4 

6 
2 
4 
3 
6 
2 
7 

2 1 
2 2 

0 4 

1 1 


LGFGAPts 
1 43 17 24 

1 42 17 24 
3 39 19 23 
3 38 22 

2 35 21 

3 35 2S 
34 21 
31 28 
31 29 

27 25 
29 27 
29 30 

28 32 
27 29 

8 26 34 
6 25 35 

10 18 38 
it 14 46 

9 14 38 
12 12 44 



Colombia’s future in doubt 


M IAM1. Feb 6, (UPI): The United States discovered at the 
Marlboro Cup of Miami it still has a long way to go before 
becoming competitive with the rest of the soccer world. 
Colombia, though, may face a longer road. 

The future of Colombian soccer lies in doubt following 
death threats made against national coach Francisco 
Maturana and four leading players by a group of anti-drug 
terrorists. 

A group calling HselfLifucol, an acronym translating to 
“Clean football b Colombia,” lefta tape at a Bogota radio 
station last week demanding Maturana purge the national 
roster of players from four clubs believed tied to drug 
cartels in Medellin and Cali. 

The group seeks to eliminate players under contract to 
Atletico National of Medellin, Independieme Medellin, 
America Cali and Millionarios of Bogota. That would 
mean nearly a complete shalteup of the national roster. 

The group also made veiled death threats against 
Maturana and his family, as well as the families of players 
Rene Higuita. Lins Carlos Perea, Leonel Alvarez and John 
JairoTreDez. 

The Colombian Soccer Federation announced Sunday 
upon the team’s return from Miami, officials would use a 
scheduled rest break to discuss the federation's course of 
action. 

“On Tuesday, we will analyze the situation.” Maturana 
said. “We will then make a decision as to the reality of the 
threats. But right here (in Miami), we have received no 
threats. So it is very difficult to analyze here.” 

Reports from Bogota indicate the federation may con- 
sider pulling out of June’s World Cup in Italy, where 
Colombia is one of the 24 nations in the fiekL Already, 
Maturana has stated that he may resign. 


“I'm not asking for bodyguards,” Maturana said after 
Colombia beat the US on penalty kicks m Sunday's 
consolation match. “But if the conditions are not right 
there for me to do the proper job, I will resign.” 

Maturana cancelled a scheduled trip to Los Angeles to 
return to Colombia, but the national team aims to meet its 
schedule of upcoming matches, including the Marlboro 
Cup of Los Angeles Feb 20-22. 

Already, violence in Colombian soccer has resulted in 
the murder of a referee and the attempted assassination of 
the Millionarios club president 
Colombia’s National League cancelled the rest of its 
season alter the death of ofnaal Alvaro Ortega. Lifucol 
already has claimed responsibility for the attempted assas- 
sination of Millionarios president German Gomez, who 
was not seriously wounded but resigned two days later. 

The problems of the US team are small by comparison, 
but it did little to indicate it is better than the 1^500-io-onc 
shot oddsmakers have established. 

The team's inexperience shone through in both games. It 
showed little creativity in the opener against Costa Rica, 
then failed to solve Colombia’s offside trap and gave up a 
goal on a rare goalkeeper mistake Sunday. 

However, US coach Bob Gansler was buoyed by his 
team playing Colombia to a 1-1 draw before losing 9-8 on 

penalty kicks. 

Gansler spent much of his time shuffling alignments, 
trying to find the right combinations. 

Hugo Perez, Paul Cahguiri and Bruce Murray were 
shuttled between midfield and forward. Sunday, Gansler 
turned to younger players, giving starting berths to striker 
Eric Wynalda. who scored his first international goal, 
sweeper Marcelo Balboa and goalkeeper Kasey Keller. 


Team talks will 
fail: Seoul 

SEOUL, Feb 6. (Reuter): South 
Korea predicted today that talks 
with North Korea on sending a 
joint team to this year’s Asian 
Games in Beijing would fail. 

.• South Korean chief negotiator 
Chang Chung-Shik told a news 
conference there was an 80 per 
cent chance that year-long 
negotiations between the two 
Koreas to form their first joint 
team for an international sports 
event would come to a halt 
tomorrow. 

“We will try hard to persuade 
the North to change their 
attitude. Bui the prospect for a 
fruitful meeting is very slim,” 
said Chang, who will lead a five- 
member team to the sports talks 
at the border village of Panmun- 
jom tomorrow. 

The two Koreas, bitter rivals 
since the peninsula's division at 
the end of World War IL last 
December came dose to a full 
agreement on fielding a single 
team but mutual distrust blocked 
further progress. 


Fisa resume 
negotiations 
over Le Mans 

PARIS, Feb 6, (Reuter): The 
International Motor Sports 
Federation (Fisa) said yester- 
day it was resuming negotia- 
tions with organisers of the Le 
Mans 24-hour sports car race, 
which it earlier excluded from 
its world championship 
calendar. 

Fisa said in a communique 
that race organisers had met 
its conditions for re-opening 
talks. 

The federation had deman- 
ded that two chicanes be built 
to slow speeds on the 
notorious seven-km mul- 
sanne straight and that the 
organisers, the Automobile 
Club de L'Ouest (ACO), 
publicly apologise for what 
Fisa termed a campaign of 
defamation. 

Fisa said it would send its 
security and circuits commis- 
sion to Le Mans to study 
ACO’s proposals for the con- 
struction or the two chicanes., 
The statement revived 
hopes that the race, scheduled 
for June 16-17, can be held 
this year. Fisa had first 
excluded it from the world 
championship and then 
refused to sanction it as an 
international race when the 
Aco threatened to stage the 
race without official 
approval. 

Fisa said it was satisfied 
after receiving a guarantee 
from the French Sports Min- 
istry that work on the 
chicanes would be carried out 
this year. 


Arihyrton hii S6 oft 71 balls 

England-Leewards 
match ends in draw 

BASSETERRE, Si Kilts. Feb o. (Reuter): A whirlwind, unbroken 
stand of 93 in 15 overs by Leew ard Islands >ixlh wicket pair Livingstone 
Harris and Ralston Oil o checked England's victory push m their 
opening cricket lour match yesterday. 

The game ended in a draw on the fourth and final day with the 
Leewards, the Red Stripe Cup champions, on Jo I lor five in pursuit of a 
victory largei of 402. 

England looked as if they might pull off a win when they needed io 
take four wickets with 29 overs remaining, hui Hams hu an unbeaten 
54 and Otto struck 51 not out to put pa id "to their hopes. Both captains 
agreed to call a halt with 1 2 of the mandatory overs left. 

.Although the Leewards batted for only 54 overs. England captain 
Graham Gooch kept up attacking fields for the entire innings, using six 
slips ami a silly point for Gladstone Small and fellow pace bowler 
Phillip DeFreitas after the fall of the fifth wicket. 

England baited on for almost the entire morning session, extending 
their overnight 1 1 2 for four to 21 3 for six before Gooch's apparentlv 
cautious declaration w hich left the Leewards to score 402 in a minimum 
of (*4 overs. 

Gooch's decision to set a daunting task was no doubt partly a resu!: 
of his fear of another rapid innings from Test batsman Richie Richard- 
son. who hammered 83 in 87 balls in the first innings. 

However, this did not materialise, the Leewards' captain making 
only five before edging an attempted hack-foot drive off paceman 
Devon Malcolm to wicketkeeper Jack Russel. 

It was the Leewards' other test batsman. Keith Arthurton. who did 
the damage by launching a ferocious at tack in which he was particular^ 
severe on left-arm spinner Keith Medlcycou. 

Arthurton lashed 86 from 71 deliveries, hitting Medlycoll for seven 
sixes before being eventually bowled by the Surrey- spinner when he 
came down the wicket and was beaten in the flight. 

Medlycott earlier removed opener Ricky Bassuc for 57, but his two 
wickets cost 99 in 1 7 overs. 

Reasons 

■ Captain Richie Richardson has given his reasons for recalling 
England batsman Nasser Hussain after he was given out in an umpiring 
controversy. 

Hussain, who was reprimanded by the England management for 
showing dissent when he was adjudged to have been caught offbatand 
pad at silly point, started to walk but was called back by Richardson. 

Richardson explained that the fieldsman. Lenny Lake, had not in 
fact appealed for the catch. Thenppeat had come from the rest of the 
Leeward fielders, who were unable to see that Lake had caught the ball 
on the half-volley. 

Richardson also revealed that Lake, a substitute, *as in a state of 
excitement because he and the other close fielders believed Hussain had 
been out the previous! ball to a bat-pad catch by Lake. 

Umpire Gancy Mack, however, had been unsighted by the bowler. 
Noel Guishard. as he followed through. 

Hussain was eventually out lbw to Keith Arthurton, though he 
dearly thought he had got an edge on to his pad. 

Richardson said Hussain would have to learn to rake decisions that 
went against him. 

The Antiguan was himself dismissed in controversial circumstances 
in the Test between West Indies and India in Barbados last year. 

Richardson, beaten by a ball from Arshad Ayub which just missed 
iheofTsnimp. was given out bowled although television replays showed 
that wicketkeeper Kiran More had flicked off the off bail. Richardson 
made no protest and accepted the umpire's decision. 


UAE realistic about Cup finals debut 


ABU DHABI, Feb 6, l Reuter): 
The United Arab Emirates, 
whose football association was 
founded only 19 years ago, will 
not be expecting to progress 
beyond the opening round when 
they make their first appearance 
in the World Cup finals in June. 

Lack of major international 
experience and an unexpected 
change of coaching staff in Jan- 
uary, When Brazilian Mario 
Zagalo was dismissed and 
replaced by Polish coach Ber- 
*oard Blau it, promise tittle more 
than brave resistance against 
West Germany, Y ugoslavia and 
Colombia in Italy. 

“We have to be realistic,” said 
Blauti. “The UAE is not very 
experienced . It is going to be very 
difficult to achieve any victory.’’ 

The UAE have achieved their 
greatest soccer ambition by 
claiming a place in the finals 50 
years after soccer was first 
introduced by the British onsand 
pilches along the then Truer al 
coast of the Gulf. 

* Although lush green grass pit- 
ches now dot the seven emirates 
that make up the UAE as a result 
of the oil boom in 1 980s, there is 
little optimism among local soc- 
cer observers that the UAE can 


cause any upsets in the finals. 

Soccer has made significant - 
strides in recent years in the UAE 
where it has to compete with boat 
and camel racing as the major 
sporting'attraction. 

The national team received a 
heroes’ welcome when they 
returned home last November 
from Singapore after clinching a 
trip to Italy from the final phase 
of the Asian qualifying tour- 
nament. 

The players were well rewar- 
ded. They received cash and 
other prizes, including free 
airline tickets for several years, 
for qualifying. 

It was not a happy ending 
however for Zagalo, the great 
Brazilian who was involved in all 
three of Brazil’s World Cup 
triumphs as a player and as a 
coach. He was dismissed in Jan- 
uary after upsetting the UAE 
administration with comment 
attributed to his interviews publ- 
ished abroad. 

Blatitt, 50, formerly assistant 
coach to the Polish national team 
during their last litre World Cup 
campaigns^ was brought in as a 
replacement and he began 
quickly to work on the five- 
month training plans for the 



UAE players celebrate their qualification ior the World Cup finals. 

team in preparation For the the Soviet Union in the UAE and 

finals. then take part in the Gulf Cup 

His team will play two friend- championship in Kuwait bet- 
lies against Egypt. Denmark and ween Feb 20 and March 9. 


The Gulf Cup will pit the UAE 
against Oman, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Qatar, Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia. It will be very good 
experience of the sort of tight 
schedule which faces all the com- 
peting nations id the World Cup 
finals. 

A second phase training and 
match programme, covering the 
March-June period, will be 
announced after the Gulf Cup, 

The UAE’s hopes suffered a 
blow last November when 22- 
year-old midfielder Abdul Rez- 
zak Ibrahim, one of the most 
accomplished players in the 
squad, was suspended for a year 
by Fifa for a scuffle with a Bel- 
gian player during a military 
match. 

“The team is not just one 
player,” said Blautt. “But unfor- 
tunately we are deprived of a very 
good player.” 

Decile the loss of Ibrahim 
and their obvious lack of big 
tournament experience, the 
players are not pessimistic. 

Defender Issa Meer said: “I 
don’t say we will make miracles. 
Yet we are not going to Italy just 
to defend, but to play football. 
And if there is an opportunity to 
win, we will grab it." 
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Van Basten: World's Best Player 

Mateut gets Golden Boot 

Van Basten also honoured 

COLOGNE. West Germany. Feb 6, (Reuter): Romanian striker Dorin 
Mateut was presented with the annual Golden Boot trophy as the top 
European goalscorer of the year at a special gala ceremony yesterday. 

Mateut scored 43 goals for Dinamo Bucharest last season to take the 
trophy ahead of compatriot Marcel Coras of Victoria Bucharest (36) 
ana Atletico Madrid's Brazilian Baltazar (35). 

Italy’s European Cup winners AC Milan were also honoured as club 
of the season, their injured Dutch star Ruud Gullit collecting the 
trophy. His national and dub colleague Marco van Basten was hon- 
oured as the World’s best Player. 

The ceremony, sponsored by French magazine France Football and 
the West German sports equipment firm Aidas, was switched from 
France to West Germany for the first time this year. 


Gloves caused 
title defeat, 
says manager 

PARIS. Feb 6, (Reuter): French 
boxer Jean-Maurice Chanel’s 
manager denied yesterday that 
his fighter had a suspicious sub- 
stance on his gloves when he 
won the European heavyweight 
title on Saturday from Britain’s 
Derek Williams, saying the 
allegations were ’’scandalous.’’ 
’“The gloves were os normal as 
could be.” trainer Jacques 
Milani said. “I’m saddened to 
hear this sort of thing." 

William's manager Mike 
Barrett earlier called for an 
investigation into the title fight, 
saying the British boxer had 
complained of stinging eyes and 
could not see properly during 
the fight. 

Barrett said he believed 
Williams had either been affec- 
ted by dye or poison from Chan- 
el’s gloves. 

Williams collapsed and was 
taken to hospital after losing to 
Chanet on points. 

”1 saw Barrett running 
around the ring shouting ... but 
Williams lost, and that's all there 
is to be said." Milani said. 
“Camphor oil and vaseline are 
the only substances 1 use during 
fights. On the gloves, of course, 
there was nothing.” 

A doctor at the hospital in Si 
Didicr. France, said W illiam, 
was swiftly discharged as he wa 
not suffering from any serioui 
complaint, 

Barrett said earlier yesterda 
that Williams "was more frighi 
ened than he had ever been in hi 
life. He thought he might die." 

“Derek almost won the figt 

in the first round, but when b 
came back to the corner he saj 
his eyes were burning and b 
couldn’t see properly. The ci 
cumstances are extremely sust 
tcious. 1 

Barrett added that he wantc 
an inquiry and he also wanu 

the European Boring Union i 

. call a rematch. 
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Desert Orchid may take part in Aintree Grand Nation 


ByJimGHchrist 

on board Dubai Victory 


CORFU, Greece: A freak median* 
ical failure ruined a perfect start by 
Duabi Victory, the Emirates- spon- 
sored aircraft, in tbe world's longest 

air race. 


LIVERPOOL, England, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Britain's favourite racehorse Desert Orchid 
may beinthe fine-up for the Grand National 
at Aintree on April 7, his trainer said today. 

Tbegrey has been given top weight of!2at 
21bs (77.1 kg) by handicapper Christopher 
Mordaunt 

Trainer David Efeworth, told of the news, 
laughed and said: “That’s the first winner 
I've backed this year. It is exactly what I 


predicted, and as far as I'm concerned hopes 
are sriO alive that “Desae' wiD run in the 
National. 

“It’s a racing weight. If he had been given 
12st61bs (79 kg) or more then we would have 


away. But now there is more of a possibility 
he anil take his chance.” 

Elswonh stressed that no derision will be 
taken on ‘DessieY participation until after 


the 1 1-year-old has tried to retain his Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup crown on March 15- 

There have been fears that there would be 
an angry outcry from the racing public if the 
grey was asked to jump around the 30 daunt- 
ing Aintree fences. 

But with Becher’s Brook and two other 
obstacles modified following the death of 
two horses last year, there is every dance 
that Desert Orchid, a bold’ front-runner. 


would stay out of trouble. 

London bookmakers installed Desert 
Orchid as a 10-1 favourite soon after the 
weights were published today. 

Last year’s winner little Polvcir has 
rdiired but the eight who followed him 
home have entered again. 

The handicapper has given 1987 Gold 
Cup winner Tbe Thinker, third in National 
last year, joint second top weight with 1 1st 


91bs(74kg). 

The Thinker (a 20-1 chance) is on. the 
same mark asWekhGrand National winner 
Bonanza Boy (14-1). trained by record- 
breaking Martin Pipe, and the likely mount 
of champion jockey Peter Scudamore. 


American challenger Unde Merlin ton 


the Maryland Hunt Cup tat April 
bidding to follow the same path ay 


winner Ben Nevis. 


West Tip, National winner m 1986 but 
now a 13-year-oW, has been set to carry IQst 

1 libs (68.4 kg). 


He has been given 8st I31bs (56.7%'u 
Mordaunt. who ex planted; “I nwybeiaattit. : 
ing American form by giving hfet thu 1 
weight, but 1 felt I could 4a notwue 
rate him on the form of his three rujUSefc,** 


Two failed vacuum pumps : 
caused total instrument failure on 
board the Cessna 310 flown by 
Qatar’s Sbdkh Hamad AliJaborAl 
Thani and we were forced to make 
an emergency landing on the island 
of Corfu. 

Frantic efforts were made in Ath- 
ens and Paris to get Dubai Victory 
back in the Pans-Langkawi-Paris 
International Air Race as soon as 
possible. Spare parts were flown out 
from pans and we are scheduled to 
resume the race and join up with the 
other 12 competitors in Bahrain 
early on Wednesday. 

Sheikh Hamad was bitterly dis- 


Agassi outplays Krishnan 


Van Rensburg beats Davis 


appointed following the setback 
during the first Leg from Paris to 


during the first Leg from Paris to 
Bahrain on Monday night 

“Everything was going weU, the 
weather was excellent and we were 
making good time after taking a 
short cot over tbe Alps, so this Is a 
real disappointment," he said. “I’ve 
never braid of anything like this in 
all my years of Dymg. 

Captain Hamad, the only Arab 


to fly solo around the world, made a 
perfect emergency landing and we 
were forced to spend Monday night 
in Corfu. 

“We could handle tbe first pump 
failure, but it was just too dan- 
gerous to continue without ins- 
truments, especially with darkness 
just a few m’mmas away, 7 said 
Saudi Arabian co-pilot Moham- 
med A1 Amir. 

It was a crud end to a day which 
started so well. Tbe first leg of the 
23,000 km race began in perfect 
weather conditions as we took off 
from Toussus-le-Noble on the out- 
skirts of Paris. 

After heading south-east over the 
French countryside at a speed of 
130 knots, it wasn't long before we 
came across our first maior obstacle 



SAN FRANCISCO, Feb 6, 
(AP): Andre Agassi, coming off a 
six-week training period in 
Florida, describes himself as 
“physically and spiritually ren- 


No.8 Paul Annacone, Jimmy 
Arias and Dan Goldie. 


Gilbert was to open play tins 
evening, facing Gary Muller of 
South Africa. 

Agassi said tbe 1989 season 

“fried" him, and bis singl es ranic- 

ing fell to No.8 from a glorious 
No.3 the year before when he was 
just 17 and America's brightest 
tennis hope. 

On court, his results were 


the 1988 US Open.” 

He was a semifinalist in that 


Sweden’s 
luck ran 
out in Cup: 
Wilander 


ewed” as a tennis player. 

“I dosed off about February 


Agassi: feeling good again 


last year,” he recalled last night 
after a 6-2, 6-7, 6-0 victory over 
India's Ramcsh Krishnan in his 
first tournament match of 1990, 
at the $225,000 Volvo San Fran- 
cisco event 

“At the end of the match, 1 was 
just getting started. I could have 
gone another five sets,” Agassi 
said. 

He is seeded second in the 
tournament, behind Brad Gil- 
bert. Christo van Jlensburg, 
seeded fourth, woo his first- 
round match against Marty 
Davis, 6-4, 6-7, 6-3. Other win- 
ners included No.6 Scott Davis, 


open. 

“I wasn't bom with the size 
and the strength,” the 5-foot- 1 1, 
(180-centimetre) 155-pound (70- 
kflogramme) player said. “But I 
am getting stronger.” 


poor, and his flashy off-court 
behaviour was criticised ■by 


behaviour was criticised by 
some. It bothered him and he 
couldn't keep his mind on his 
tennis, he says. 

For the last six weeks in 
Florida, Agassi said, “1 lifted 
weights, did long distance run- 
ning and even stretching. I have 
been disciplining myself and 
growing up. I renewed myself. 

“I haven't Cell this good once 


Gilbert and Agassi are the only 
two players receiving 
appearance money under new 
ATP rules, tournament director 
Barry MacKay said. On-site 
prize money is $225,000, but 
total distributions are $445,000. 

Some players are not satisfied 
with the new Association ofTen- 
nis Professionals (ATP) system. 
Annacone suggested after his 
match that the tournament 
should be billed as a $445,000 
event, not $250,000, to indude 
“the under the table" payments. 


STOCKHOLM, Feb 6, 
(Reuter): Sweden, shock losers 
to Italy in their Davis Cup tennis 
world group first round tie, had 
finally run out of luck. Mats 
Wilander said today. 

The result put Sweden, final- 
ists for seven years running and 
champions four times, out of the 
cup in the first round for the first 
time since the World Group was 
adopted in 1981. 

“This only shows that all 
Davis Cup ties are incredibly 
tough," said fire former world 
number one who lost to Paolo 
One yesterday in five sets. 

“Wehave been lucky foryears. 
Now it was our turn to lose,” he 
told the Stockholm daily Afton- 
bLadeL 



Mats Wilander 


‘Romanian sportsmen took drugs’ 


Hamad climbed to 17 ,500 ft to cross 
the range. Because the air inside the 
cabin was so thin, we had to suck on 
a special supply of xygen to stay 
alert. 

We then descended into North- 
ern Italy and were greeted by the 
Mediterranean and warm sunshine 
as we skirted Genoa on the Italian 
east coast Italy eventually disap- 
peared behind our tail and Greek air 
traffic controllers kept us right on 
course until the instrument failure 
resulted in our unexpected stay in 
Corfu. 


Sri Lankans 
triumph easily 


PERTH, Australia, Feb 6, 
(Reuter): Sri Lanka beat a Wes- 
tern Australian Country XI by 
63 runs in their one-day cricket 
match today, with Aravinda de 
Silva making a masterly 96. 

The visitors put together 173 
off 38 overs, while country made 
just 1 10 in 33 overs. Asoka de 
Silva (32) was the only other Sri 
Lankan to reach double figures. 

Fast bowler Miles Obst trou- 
bled the tourists with some early 
bounce and finished with two for 
23. Of the local batsmen, Peter 
Shine made 29 and Mike 
Knuckey 22. 

Scores: Sri Lanka 173 (38 
overs). Country XI 1 10 (35 
overs). 


CONSTANTA, Romania, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Some Romanian athletes took drugs to 
prepare for international competitions under 
the regime of deposed dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu, Romanian Olympic gold winner 
Ian Draica says. 

But cases were few and he could not say 
which athletes were involved. 

“Drugs could only be obtained from out- 
side the country and cases were very few and I 
cannot cite any names,” he said. 

Draica, 32, won the gold medal in Greco- 
Roman wrestling at the Los Angeles Olym- 
pics in 1 984 and was world champion in 1977, 
1978 and 1981. 

He said reports of drug-taking were per- 
haps more true of track and field and weight- 
lifting events. 

Bnt at the same time sport m Romania was 
starved of funds and many sportsmen and 
women went hungry. 

Sports scouts spotted Draica at the age of 
seven at school in Constanta and he began 
training two hours a day at the town's Farul 
Sports Club. 

He was plucked from school when he was 
13, as were most promising athletes in 
Romania, and was sent to a national sports 
camp in Poiana Brasov hundreds ofkms from 
home. 


“We had terrible conditions and hardly any 
food and no medicine. We knew we had to 
train doubly hard to be able tc compete with 
the world’s best" 

Draica, with other wrestlers and track and 
field athletes in Poiana Brasov, trained three 
hours in the morning and two in the evening. 

“My parents didn’t mind, they knew where 
1 was and were very proud. 1 returned home 
once every mouth to take tests at school to 
make sure I wasn't slipping behind in 
studies,” he said. 

“What spurred us on most was the fact we 
could travel and meet people from around the 
world.” 

Now he hopes life will be easier for young 
athletes. 

“Sport in this country can look forward to a 
better future with improved conditions for 
our boys and girls to compete in world cham- 
pionships." said Draica, who is president of 
one of Romania's top sports chibs in Con- 
stanta. 

Ceausescu awarded him Romania's high- 
est honour, “Hero of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania." as the country’s best sportsman in 
1977. Olympic medal-winning gymnast 
Nadia Comaneci was given the same award 
that year for the best sportswoman. 

“I met Ceausescu three tunes. He gaveme a 


cold handshake and never spoke,” Draica 
said. 

He said he and most other sportsmen had 
never received any special privileges from the 
Ceausescu government. 

“But of course you would find it easy to get 
a nice house, acar and television because local 
people treated you as a personality." 

As president of Constanta's Farul Club, 
Draica wants better training facilities and up- 
to-date equipment for thousands of young- 
sters all over Romania and hopes the ruling 
National Salvation Front will soon start 
providing sound funding for sport 

One of the gymnasts at his dub was a 
member of the Romanian women's gymnast 
team which won the silver medal at the Seoul 
Olympics in 1988. 

The Constanta rugby tea™ which he helps 
train have exchange matches with teams in 
. Britain and one team visited London and 
Cardiff in December. ■ ■ 


Prost ready 
to begin test 
of new car 


Swedish non-playing captain 
rate Sjoeren was philosophical 


Jontc Sjogren was philosophical 
about the 3-2 defeat but he com- 
plimented the Italians. 

“I am very disappointed, but 
we lost to a better team,” he said 
after the first round tie in 
Cagliari, Sardinia. 

“My players have done well 


ESTORIL, Portugal, Feb 6, 
(Reuter): World motor racing 
champion Alain Prost said yes- 
terday he expected to begin his 
first testing session with Ferrari’ s 
new Formula One car later in the 
week. 

Prost told reporters he was get- 
ting accustomed to working with 


here, and I can blame nobody. 
The Italians have shown incredi- 


The Italians have shown incredi- 
ble fighting spirit” 

“This is not the end for 
Swedish tennis. We should be in 
tbe World Group next year too,” 


Sjogren said. 
The Swedii 


the Italian team and hoped to 
brain trials tomorrow or Thurs- 


begjn trials tomorrow or Thurs- 
day. 

“I am now adapting myself to 
my new team and I trained this 
morning with the old Ferrari,” 
he said. 

Frenchman Prost is teaming 
up in the trials with Briton Nigd 


Some of the weigh tlifters and canoeists at 
the dub should be good enough to compete in 
European contests and in the Barcelona 
Olympics in 1992, he said. * 

“Our sportsmen and women will soon have 
a much better life and so our performance will 
be better too,” he said. 


op in the trials with Briton Nigd 
Mansell at thestait of a partner- 
ship which Ferrari hope will lead 
to their first world drivers’ cham- 


Thc Swedish media generally 
attributed die result to burnout 
among the Swedish players and 
to the Italian fighting spirit, alth- 
ough some questioned the wis- 
dom of allowing Stefan Edberg 
to miss the opening round. 

“To open the Davis Cup with- 
out your best players was bound 
to backfire sooner or later,” said 
the daily Dagens Nyheter. 

World number three Stefan 
Edberg asked to be dropped a 


week before retiring hurt ra the 
Australian Open final, making it 
the sixth straight year that 
Sweden had railed to field their 
best team for the first roumLof 
the Davis Cup. 

■ The Spanish Tennis Federa- 
tion today rejected a resignation 
offer by the country's Davis Cup 
team coach Manuel Orantes and 
said he would serve out; the 
remaining two years of hricofa 
tract. 1 " 

Orantes offered to resign after 
Spain lost 3-2 to Austria mihdr 
World Group first round. jfc fX\ 
the weekend. 

The federation said rh - a 
statement that Orantes, who had 
complained his team lacked dis- 
cipline, would lead Spain's Davit 
Cup campaign next year and 
would be encouraged to stamp 
his authority on the teanL . 

Before the tie, Orantes com- 
plained that both Emilio and 
Javier Sanchez and Sergio Casa) 
ignored his instructions to drop 
the doubles at the Australian 
Open and return home to train. 


E. Germans to disclose secrets 


BONN, Feb 6, ( Reuter): East Germany has agreed to 

disclose to West Gennan experts the scientific secrets 
winch have consistently produced worid-dass ath- 
letes, as the two states continue to merge their sport- 
ingworlds. 

Sports officials said today that East German scien- 
tists, forced under communist rule to keep then 
findings strictly under lock and key, will swap notes 
with West Germans under a new deal between the 
states' two main sports science centres. 

Leipzig college, the boiler room behind East Ger- 
many's international success, mil sign a deal on 
Friday to work closely with Cologne Sports Univer- 


sity (DSHS), one of the biggest in Western Europe. 
DSHS head August Kixsch said. 

“East German research was not allowed to be 
published before," said Kirsch, who b also president 
of West Germany’s Athletics Federation. 

“The new deal, involving an exchange of personnel 
and information, should allow their scientists to 
publish their research in the West like everyone dse," 
he told Reuters. 

Scientists and doctors from tbe two colleges would 
make exchange visits and the two bodies would 
discuss ways of combining research and develop- 
ment, Kirsch said. 


Quaid-e-Azam Trophy 


KIFCO will meet Evergreen in 
the final of the Quaid-e-Azam 
Trophy cricket tournament. 


ptonship for 1 1 years. 

The 12-cylinder Ferrari 641 is 
basically the same model as the 
1989 version developed by the 
company’s former designer, 
Britain's John Bernard, but 
boasts a more powerful engine 
and greater str eamlining 


McEnroe and Hlasek win 


MILAN, Italy, Feb 6, (AP): In a match punctuated by disputed calls, 
John McEnroe and Jakob Hlasek beat Charles Beckman and Luke, 
Jensen in the Milan indoor tennis tournament yesterday. 

McEnroe, who was ejected last month from the Australian Open,* 
repeatedly complained about some dubious calls during the second set# 
but did not get any wamings or penalty points. A 

McEnroe displayed beautiful serves and volleys in addition to some 
nervousness as he and his Swiss teammate won 6-3, 6-7, 6-1 . 

McEnroe and Hlasek are top-seeded in the doubles competition 
which awards a first prize of $33,500. 

Both McEnroe and Hlasek will also play singles in the $540,000 
Milan tournament which is part of the ATP tour. ' * 

In the only singles played yesterday, fifth-seeded American Tan: 

Mayotte made short work of Martin Strelba of Czechoslovakia. 

Mayotte, from Bradenton, Florida, took 55 minutes to defeat 
Strelba 6-1, 6-1. 

Mayotte, who alternated passing shots and winning volleys, broke ^ 

Strelba’s serve three times in the first set and twice in the second:- .. 

McEnroe, the second-seeded player in the singles, will play a first- ' 
round match against Andrei Cherkasov of the Soviet Union tomorrow. 


sponsored and organised by the 
Kuwait Cricket League (KCL), 


Kuwait Cricket League (KCL), 
at the Sabah A1 Salem Area KCL 
ground on Friday February 9. 
Umpires for New Pak and 
Stariite will supervise the match. 

The match will start at 9 am 
and it will be a 45-over full day 
affair. Pakistan Ambassador' 
Zahid Saeed will be the chief 
guest and give away the prizes. 


The three-times world cham- 
pion joined Ferrari at the end of 
the 1989 season after six years 
with British team McLaren 
ended in acrimony between Prost 
and Brazilian team-mate Ayrton 
Senna. 

“'Everyone can understand 
that after six years in the same 
team, when there are problems in 
a team like in the last two years, 
it’s obvious you get a bit de- 
motivated,” he said. 


Platini blamed for Boniperti’s resignation 


ROME. Feb 6, (Reuters): The 
surprise resignation of Juvenlus 
president Giarapiero Boniperti 
was being blamed by the Italian 
media today on the heavy criti- 
cism of him by French team 
coach Michel Platini. 

Boniperti. under whose 
guidance Juvenlus won major 
honours throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s, resigned yesterday, 
the day after Platini attacked him 
in a Turin newspaper for wasting 
the dub's money on signing in- 
effective players. 

Juventus, owned by Gianni 
Agnelli, won nine Italian cham- 
pionships, the UEFA Cup, the 
Cup Winners' Cup, the 
European Champions* Cup and 
the Intercontinental Cup under 
Boniperti. But they have not 
taken the championshjip since 
1986. 

Platini, a former Juventus star 
striker, said in a front-page 
interview in the Turin newspaper 
La Stampa, also owned by the 
Agnelli family, that Boniperti 
had wasted more than $30 
million of Agnelli money in 
recent years by signing the wrong 
players. 

Italy's other leading news- 
papers were quick to blame Bon* 


iperti's resignation on Platini. 
“Platini fires Boniperti.'' ss 


“Platini fires Boniperti." said 
the Rome newspaper 11 Tempo; 
“U*s all the fault of the stress 


“It's all the fault of the stress 
caused by Platini.” headlined 
Milan's Corriere Della Sera 


newspaper. 

11 Corriere Dello Sport said 
Boniperti made his decision after 
Agnelli refused to intervene with 
his support when Platini laun- 
ched his harsh criticism. 

Boniperti. who is to be made 
an club honorary president, said: 
“There is no doubt that Platini 
was a great soccer player but as a 
manager, at least at the moment, 
he can’t teach me anything.” 

In Spain. Real Madrid’s lead- 
ing challengers have all but given 
up hope of dethroning the cham- 
pions and there is already media 
speculation that the coaches at 
Barcelona and Atletico Madrid 
will be replaced next season. 

Barcelona’s Dutch star Ron- 
ald Koeman, whose side lost 
ground in the championship race 
when beaten at Castellon on Sun- 
day. has already written off their 
chances of winning the title. 

He said there was little hope of 
Barcelona closing the six point 
gap on Real, and the Spanish 
Cup offered their only opportun- 
ity of glory this season. 

Javier Clemente, coach of 
Real’sdty rivals Atletico Madrid 
who dropped to fourth place in 
the League also six points behind 
Real following their defeat in 
Seville, was not so despondent. 

“It seems absurd to throw the 
towel in, ' he said. “We are fine in 
the League, and are fighting a 
good campaign.” 

But Jesus Gil, president of 


champions PSV Eindhoven have 
encountered more dressing room 
dissent with Danish inter- 
national defender Ivan Nielsen 


saying he has played his last 
game for the dub. 


Robson sees 
specialist 
for treatment 
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Atletico who have been elimin- 
ated from the UEFA and Span- 
ish Cups, was inconsolable at 
their League position and hinted 
that Clemente's future was in 
doubt. 


“I am very disappointed with 
this season and this is a period of 
natural and logical reflection,” 
said Gil, adding 1 m would not 


Platini: under fire from the press 

ve been elimin- make a decision on Clemente 
EFA and Span- until March- 
inconsolable at Barcelona coach Johan 
ition and hinted Cruyff's position is also uncer- 
future was in tain, with newspapers reporting 
that the Catalan club's president 
was talking to former coach Luis 
•appointed with Aragones about a possible return 

his is a period of to the post he occupied in the 
ical reflection,” 1987-88 season. 

5 he would not In the Netherlands, Dutch 


game tor the dub. 

Nielsen, left out of the side 10 
days ago, is refusing to speak to 
coach Guus Hiddink and is to 
have discussions with PSV gen- 
eral manager Kees Ploegsma 
later this week. 

PSV are in a state of disarray 
following personality dashes 
which have split the dressign 
room and seen performances 
taking a nosedive — a worrying 
prospect as they battle to clinch 1 
their fifth consecutive title and 
face a crunch European Cup tie 
with West Germany’s Bayern 
Munich next month. 

Marseille's bid to regain their 
French League title has not been ' 
helped by West German stopper 
Karl-Heinz Foerster’s injury 
problems. 

Foerster was to visit a Paris 
specialist today to determine 
whether he nteeds another opera- 
tion for a hairline fracture of the 
foot, an injury he sustained early 
in the season. 

Without him, Marseille’s 
defence has conceded 22 goals 
this season, twice as many as title 
rivals Bordeaux who lead the 


LONDON, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
England captain Bryan Rob- 
son, who has not played soc- 
cer forsix weeksdueto agroin 
strain, travelled to London 
today for specialist treatment 
after his injury flared up again 
in a training session. 

The Manchester United 
midfielder, who has not 
played for his dub for rune 
games and appears unlikely 
to be fit for England’s next 


World Cup waxm-up against 
Brazil at Wembfev on March 


The dub said Foerster was 

unlikdy to be back in action until 
April. 


Brazil at Wembley on March 
28, hmped out of a practice 
match without hitting a han 

United manager Alex Fer- 
guson, whose troubled dub is 
now one point away from the 
relegation zone, said: “He just 
tried one pass of the ball with 
the outside of his foot and 
then walked off. Its a lag mys- 
tery tous alL” 

He added: “It is a terrific 
blow to us. We have got to get 
him sorted out rapidly for our 
own purposes. 

“At the moment I am not 
concerned with England The 
World Cup is not an issue 
until the summer.” 



< 


Zurbriggen wins : 

COURMAYEUR, Italy, Feb 6,5 
(AP): World Cup leader PirmiaZur- 
briggen of Switzerland today woaa J 
men's Super-Giant Slalom rate in.'? 
this Italian alpine resort and exteu-Jj 
ded his advantage in the overall Stan- 5 
dings. . . 1. . . - 

Zurbriggen, 27, captured his third \ 
victory this season — the 28th world | 


cuprace of his career. . - 

The Swiss ace, who will retire nert ■ 
month, skied the 2,400 metre long 
Checrouit course in 1:21 .99 minutes,' i 
0.78 second. 


1st Death 
Anniversary : - = 

You, always game 
You, never asftecC . 
Your memory wilt 
Sonalnjbtmr,., -I- 

ANTONIO (TONT) 
MIRANDA V * 



Bryan Robson 


Exp: 7th Feb 1089 : 

There wiH be a requiem 

mass for the sod of late 
Antonio Miranda on 7th Fab 
1990*630 pm. Holy 
™ay Cathedral Church, 



